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"LIBERTY." 



THE DECLARATION OF INDETENBBNCB. 

We bold these truths to be wlf-endent, that all men are oeatod 
cqm], thst they are endowed by their Creattn' with certain inaliauUe 
rights ; that ammg these, are life, Ubeitj, and the pursuit of h^^ 
neM. That to secure these tights, soTeminentB are instituted nmone 
men, deriTiog thar powers Sum the just conUDt of the goveniei^ 
tic. [See the whole declaration, signed by the delegates at aB tha 
original sUtes, and adopted as ^le baas oT all the State Constita- 
tions.] 

THE UNITED STATES' CONSTITUTIGN. 

AMRHDittMT. 1. Congress shall make no law respecting an «■• 
tsbliahment of religion, or prohibitia|; the free exercise thereof; or 
abridraag the fteedom ttf speech, or oithe preaa ; or the right oi ths 
people peaceably to Mfsmble and petition the govamineiit for a 
ledrtM oTgrierances. 



llie fieedoiD of the press is one of tba great 
and can DeTer t>e restrained but bj despotic |;iit9i 



bidwarka of libeit;^, 



4 M. r. CONBTITUTION — INDIANA— O. WAflHINOTOH. 

NEW YORK CONSTITUTION. 

Evety ciliien nuf freely speak, wiite, uid publbh hii Hentinitnta 

on all aubjecu, being cBspooaibte for tbr abuw of that light ; and Do 

law ehoil be paaaed to natiain or abridga tba libeitf of apa«ch, m of 



There aball be nnther slaver; nor mvolantaty serritude in lUs 
Mate, cAhewise than for the punishment of criineL wheieof the party 

shall haTe been duly conricteil. Nor shall any indenlureofonf negro 
oi mulatto, hereafter Diade and executed out of the bounds of this state, 
be (J any validity witbio this state. — [Ohio and Illinois are similar.] 

THE SLAVE-TRADE DECLARED TO BE PIRACY BY 
THE lAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 18i0. 



Ifany dtiien of the United States, bebe of the crew or ship's 
pany of any Gn-eivn slip or vessel engseed in the slave-trade, oi 
person wbaterer, being of tlie crew or dup'a company of any ship i 



■I, being or tne crew or ship's company of any sbip or 
a Che whole or ^art. ot navigated for, Or in behalf of, 
iljzens of the Untted States, shall land, fmn any such 



vessel owned ii 

any citizen or ci 

ahip or vessel, and o 

not held Co service or 

tones of the United States, with intent to make such negro or mulatto 

a slave, ot shall decoy, or fordbly bring or cany, or shall receive such 

negro or mulatto on board any euch ship (rr vessel, with intent as 

albreeaid, such citizen or person shall be adjudged a PIRATE^ and 

on conviction thereof, before the circuit court of the Doited States, for 

the district wherein be may be brought or found, shall sufier DEATH. 

-•'•-.■ '. ; .-■•GEOEGE WASHINGTON. 
'.,^r^beDevi^nce^ar.\Qur heart, mv dearlldarquis, is so coni|HGuous 
m alt pccapons, that 1 never wonder at fieah proofs of it ; but your 
^ita pn^j^ viip estate in ifae colooj of Canoae, with a view of 
, c^o^ipQnBC he plaves, is a geaeroas and nobla proof of your hu- 
, iffnity. ^J^]|4, to .God, a Hie s|nlit nudit Sffiise iCselT Eenaraliy 
iiip IM 1011)14.1^^^3'''*'?'° "^ '^* country 1 But i despair ofsceing it 
^i9IIB-nelfti|nh^VfQ:P'^B"t^<^'o'^A"*^'"'^7 ■>'>'' lastsessimi, for 
Ibe ab^tion of slavery ; bul thoy could scarcely obtain a bearing. — 
Laxer m L^fituUt. 

I hope it wu not be conceived fitnn these observ«ti«is, that it is my 
wish to hold the miha)^ people who are the subjeel of this tetter, in 
slavery. I can only say, that there is not a man livine, who B-isfaes 
more sincerely than 1 do, to see a plan adopted for the abolition of it: 
there is only one proper and efiectual mode by which it 
amplished, and that is, by the | ----'-■--- — >- -- = ' 
lar aa my suSrage vrill go, shall n 



GXOROX WASHIHQTON* 6 

I never mean, unless some particular circumstance should compel 
me to it, to possess another slave by purchase ; t^ being among myfirH 
wishes to see some plan adopted by which slavery in this country may be 
abolished by law, — Letter to John F. Mercer, 

Because there are, in Pennsylvania, laws for the gradual abolitum of 
riaoery, which neither Maryland nor Virginia have at present ; but 
which nothing is more certain than that they must have, and at a 
period not remote. — [Reasons for depreciation t}f southern lands in a 
tetter to Sir John Sinclair,] 

Camb&idoe, February 38, 1776. 

Mi88 PaiLtMj-^YoUr favor of the 26th of October, did not reach 
my hands till the middle of December* Time enough, you will say, 
to have given an answer ere this. Granted. But a vanety of impor- 
tant occurrences, continually interposing to distract the mind and with- 
draw the attention, I hope will apologize for the delay, and plead my 
excuse for the seeming, but not real neglect. I thank you most sin- 
cerelv for your polite notice of me, in the elegant lines you enclosed ; 
and however undeserving I may be of such encomium and panegyric, 
the style and manner exhibit a striking proof of your poetical talents ; 
in honor of which, and as a tribute jusUy due to you, I would have 
published the poem, had I not been apprehensive, that, while I only 
meant to give tne world this new instance of your genius, I niight have 
incurred the imputation of vanity. This, and nothing else, determined 
me not to give it place in the public prints. ' 

If you should ever come to Cambridge, or near head-quaiters, I shaD 
be happy to see a person so favored by the Muses, andto whom nature 
has been so liberal and beneficent in her dispensations. I am, with 
great respect, your obedient humble servant — Letter to PhUlis Wheatley. 
l»^n African,] 

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations, cultivate peace 
and harmony with all ; religion and morality enjoin this conduct ; and 
can it be that good policy does not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy 
of a free, enli^tened, and^ at no distant period, a great nation, to give 
to mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people 
sdways guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can 
doubt that, in the course of time and things, the fruits of such a plan 
would richly repay an^ temporary advantages which might be lost by 
a steady adherence to it ? Can it be, that Providence has not connected 
the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? The experiment, 
at least, is reconmiended by every sentiment which ennobles human 
nature. Alas! is it rendered mipoesible by its vices? — FarewM 
•Address, 

Upon the decease of my wife, it is my will and desire that all my 
slaves, which I hold in my own right, shiall receive their freedom. To 
emancipate them during her life, would, though earnestly wished, bo 
attended with such insuperable difficulties, on account of their inter- 
mixture by marriages with the dower negroes, as to create the most 
fearful sensation, if not disagreeable consequences from the latter, 
while both descriptions aKe in this occupancy of the same proprietor ; it 



6 iOMH ADAMS— «LA#ATl»rrie. 

not' being in my power, under the tenure by winch the dower negroes 
are held to manumit them. And, whereas, among those who wiU 
receive their freedom according to this clause, there may be some, who^ 
from old a^ or bodily infirmities, and others, who, on aocount of their 
infancy, wUl be unable to support themselves, it is my will and desire 
that all who come under the first and second descriptions, shall be 
comfortably clothed and fed by my heirs while they live ; and that such 
of the latter description as have no parents living, or if living, are unable 
or unwilling to provide for them, shall be bound by the Court until they 
shall arrive at the age of twenty-five years : and in case where no 
record can be produced wherry their ages can be ascertained, the 
judgment of the Court upon its own view of the subject, shall be 
adeqijate and final The negroes thus bound, are by their masters 
and mistresses to be taught to read and write, and to be brought up to 
some useful occupation, agreeably to the laws of the commonwealth 
of Virginia, providing for the support of orphans and other poor children. 
And 1 do hereby expressly forbid the sale or transportation out of the 
said commonwealth, of any slave 1 may die possessed of, under any 
pretence whatever. And I do, moreover, most pointedly and most 
solemnly enjoin it upon my executors, hereafter named, or the survivor 
of them, to see that tliis clause respecting slaves, and every part thereof 
be religiously fufilled, at the epoch at wnich it is directed to take place, 
without evasion, neglect, or oelay, afler the crops which may then be 
on the ground are harvested. Particularly as it respects the aged and 
infirm, seeing that a regular and permanent fund be established for 
their support, as long as there are subjects requiring it, not trusting to 
the uncertain provisions to be made by mdividuals. — WasMngUm's JViU, 

JOHN ADAMS. 

The day is passed — the 4th of July, 1776, will be a memorable 
epocha in the history of America. It ou^t to be commemorated as 
the day of deliverance by solemn acts or devotion to Almighty God. 
It ought to be solemnizea with pomp, shows, &c., from one endof Che 
continent to the other, from this time forward for ever ! You will think 
me transported with enthusiasm : but I am not I am well aware of 
the toil, and blood, and treasure that it will cost to maintain this Decla- 
ration, and support and defend these states ; yet through all the gloom, 
I can see the rays of light and slory. — I can see that the end is worth 
more than all the means ; and that posterity will triumph although you 
and I may rue, which I hope we shall not — Letter, PhUadelphUi, JtUy 
5th, 1776. 

Great is Truth — ^great is Liberty — great is Humanity; and they 
must and will prevail. — Letter to ajriend, 

LAFAYETTE. 

While I am indulging in my views of American prospects, and 
American liberty, it is mortiffing to be told that in that very country, 
a large portion of the people are slaves I It is a dark spot on the fiioa 
of the nation. Such a state of things cannot always exist 



THOMAS JEFFE&SOlV. 7 

I MO in the papera, that there 18 a plan of gradual abolition of slaveiy 
in the distiict of Columbia. I would be doubly happ^ of it, for the 
meaeure in itself and because a sense of American pnde makes me 
recoil at the observations of the diplomatists, and other foreigners, who 
g^dly improve the unfortunate existing circumstances into a ^neral 
objection to our republican, and (savmg that deplorable evil) oar 
matchlees system. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

The whote commerce between master and slave is a perpetual 
exercise of the most boisterous passions ; the most unremitting aespo- 
tism on die one part and d^grading( submissions on the other. Our 
children see tlus and learn to imitate it ; for man is an imitative animaL 
This quality b the germ of all education in him. From his cradle to 
his grave he is learning to do what he sees others do. If a parent 
eoura find no motive either in his philanthropy or his- self-love, for 
restraining the intemperance of passion towards his slave, it should 
always be a sufficient one that his child is present But . generally it 
is not sufficient The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the 
lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle of smaller 
slaves, gives loose to his worst passions, and thus nursed, educated, 
and duly exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with 
odious peculiarities. The roan must be a prodigy who can retain hb 
manners and morals undepraved by such drcumstaacea. And with 
what execration should the statesman be loaded, who permitting one 
half the citizens thus to trample on the rights of the otner, transforms 
those into despots, and these into enemies, destroys the morals of the 
one part, and the amor patriie of the other. For if the slave ^can have 
a country in this world, it must be any other in preference to that in 
which he is bom to live and labor for another : in which he must lock 
up the faculties of his nature, contribute as far as depends on his indi- 
vidual endeavors to the evanishment of the human race, or entail his 
own miserable condition on the endless ^nerations proceeding from 
him. With the morals of the people, their industry also is destroyed. 
For in a warm climate no man will labor for himself who can make 
another labor for him. This is so true, that of the proprietors of slaves, 
a very small proportion indeed are ever seen to labor. And can the 
liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their 
only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these 
liberties are of tbe^ft of GK>d 7 That they are not to be violated but 
with his wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that 
Qod is just; that his justice cannot sleep for ever; that considering 
numbers, nature, and natural means only, a revolution of the whe^ 
of fortune, an exchange of situation, is among possible events : that it 
may become probable by supernatural interference ! The Almighty 
has no attribute which can take side with us in such a contest 

What an incomprehensible machine is man I Who can endure toH, 
famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication of his 
own liberty and the next moment be deaf to all those motives whose 



8 THOMAS JEFfBHSOlf. 

power supported him through his trial, and inflict on his fdlow men a 
bondage, one hour of which is fraught with more misery than ages of 
that which he rose in rebellion to oppose. But we must wait with 
patience the workings of an overruling Providence, and hope that that 
IS preparing tlie deliverence of these our suflering brethren. When 
the measure of their tears shall be full — when their tears shall have 
involved heaven itself in darkness — doubtless a God of justice will 
awaken to their distress, and by diffusing a light and liberality among 
their oppressors, or at length by his exterminating thunder manifest 
his attention to things of this world, and that they are not left to the 
guidance of blind fatality. — ^oUs on Virginia. 

I am very sensible of the honor you propose to me, of becoming a 
member of the society for the aboUtion of tfie slave-trade. You know 
that nobody wishes more ardently to see an abolition, not only of the 
trade but of the condition of slavery ; and certainly nobody will be 
more willing to encounter every sacrifice for that object But the 
influence and information of the friends to this proposition in France 
will be far above the need of my association. — Letter to JSL WtarviUe, 
Paris f Febniaryf 1788. 

Dear Sir, — Your favor of July 31st was duly received, and was 
read with peculiar pleasure. The sentiments breathed through the 
whole, do honor to both the head and heart of the writer. Mme, on 
the subject of the slavery of negroes, have long since been in possession 
of the public, and time has only served to give them stronger root 
The love of justice and the love of country plead equally the cause of 
these people ; and it is a moral reproach to us that they should have 
pleaded it so long in vain, and should have produced not a single 
effort, — nay, I fear, not much serious willingness to relieve them and 
ourselves from our present condition of moral and political reprobation. 

It is an encouraging observation, that no good measure was ever 

Eroposed which^ if duly pursued, fail^ to prevail in the end. We 
ave proof of this in the history of the endeavors in the British Pariia* 
ment to suppress that very trade which brought this evil on us. And 
you will be supported by the religious precept, " be not weary in well 
doing." That your success may be as speedy and complete, as it will 
be honorable and immortal consolation to yourself, I shall as fervently 
and sincerely pray as I assure you of my great friendship and respect 
— Letter to Edward Cote^ Esq., Aiigttst 25, 1814. 

PREAMBLE TO TH£l PENNSYLVANIA ACT, 1780. 

We concave that it is our duty, and we rejoice that it is in our 
power, to extend a portion of that fireedom to others which has been 
extended to us, and relieve from that state of thraldom, to which we 
ourselves were tyrannicall;^ doomed, and from which we have now 
every prospect of being delivered. It is not for us to inquire why, in 
in the creation of mankind, the inhabitants of the different parts of the 
earth were distinguished by a difference of features and complexion. 
It is sufficient to know, that all are the woik of an Almighty hand. 



BKNJAMIN FRANKLIN. 9 

We find in the distribution of the human spedeB, that the moat fertile^ 
M well as the most barren parts of the earth are inhabited by men of 
afferent complexions from ours, and fit>m each other j from whenee, 
we may reasonably, as well as religiously infer, that He, who placea 
them in their various situatioiis, luktb extended equally his care and 
WvtficUon to all, and that it beoometh not us to counteract his mercies. 
Wf esteem it a peculiar bleseing, ^punted to us, that we are this day 
enabled to add one more step to universal dviliiation, b]jr removing, as 
much MB possiUe, the sorrow* of those who have Ihred in undeserved 
bondage, and from which, by the assumed authority of the kinge of 
Great Britain, no effbctual le^al relief oould be obtained. Wean^ b^ 
a long course of ezperienos from those narrow prejudices and partiaU- 
liee we had imbibed, we find our hearts eolarged with kindness and 
benevolenoe towards men of all conditions and nations; and we con- 
ceive ourselves, at this particular period, extraordinarily allied upon 
by the blessing which we have leeeived, to manifest the sincerity of 
our professions, and to give a substantial proof of our eratitude. 

And whereas, the condition of those persons who oave heretofore 
been denominated negro and mulatto slaves, has been attended with 
circumstances which not only deprived them of the common blessing 
the^ were by nature entittod to, nut has cast them into the deepest 
afflieticDS, by an unnatural separation and sale of husband and wife 
from each otner, and from their children ; an injury, the fatness of 
which, can only be conceived by supposing that we were m the same 
unhappy case. In justice, therefore, to persons so unhappily circum* 
stanced^ and who^ having no prospect before them, wherem they may 
rest their sorrows and theu: hopes, have no reasonable inducement to 
render the service to socie^ which they otherwise m%ht, and also, in 
grateful commemoration of^^oar own happy deliverance from that state 
of unconditional submission, to which we were doomed by the tyranny 
of Britain. Be it enacted, That no child hereafter bom dwll be a 
slave, Ace 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

Ubi Libxrtas, ibi Patxia 

Whan Idkertf im^ttf ihue u «qr etmlry. 

Two other societies were also established in Philadelohia about 
this period, founded on the principles of the most refined numanitv ; 
one ^fw mefoiating the miseries of public prisons,^ and the other, "/o» 
nromoUng the aboUtUm of slavery, the relief of free negroes uniawftdbi 
held in bondage, and the inmrovement of the condition of the JiJHcan 
race.** — Of each of these. Dr. Franklin was president He had ae 
eariy as the year 1778, strongly expressed his abnorrence of the traffic in 
slaves, as appears by his letter of^the 22d' August, in that year, to Mr. 
Anthony Benezet, inserted in the first part of his Private Correspondence, 

According to Stuber's account. Dr. Franklin's name, as president 
of the Abolition Societv, was signed to the memorial presented to tho 
House of Repteseolatives of the United States, on the 18th of Feb- 
rway, 1788^ F>*9W8 *>**>« totezert HM-lqUextmit of power veotad is. 
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"^10 BENJAMIN RUSH — ANTBON7 BENEZET. 

ftem by tHeT Constitution, in discouraging the traffic of the hmnan 
■pecies. This was his last public act— -JtfetiMiirf h^ Wm, TempU 
FrankUn. 

To the Senate and House of Representathut of the TJidted St&tee : 

From a perauasion that equal liberty was originally the portion, and 
is still the birthright of all men, and influencMi by the strong ties of 
humanity and the principles of their institution, your memorialists con- 
ceive themselves bound to use all justifiable endeavors to loosen the 
bands of slavery, and promote a general enjoj^ent of the blessings of 
freedom. Under these impressions, they earnestly entreat your serious 
attention to the subject of slavery ; that you will be pleased to counte- 
nance the restoration of liberty to those unhappy men, who alone in 
diis land of freedom, are d^raded into perpetual bonda^ and who 
amidst the general joy of surrounding firemen, are groanmg in servile 
subjection — ^that you will devise means for removing this inconsistency 
from the character of the American people — that you will promote 
mercy and justice toward this distressed race — and that you will step 
to thie very Verge of the power vested in you for discouraging every 
species of traffic in the persons of our fellow men. 

BENJAMIN FRANKUN, President 
PUmdelphia^ Feb. S, 1790. [Federal Gazette, 1790,] 

BENJAMIN RUSH. 

The [cruell master*s wealth cannot make him happy. -^The su£fer- 
tegs of a single hour in the world of miserv, for whicn he is preparing 
himself will over balance all the pleasures ne ever enjoyed in this life — 
and for every act of unnecessary severity he inflicts on his slaves, he 
shall sufier tenfold in the world to come. 

His ankind behaviour is upon record against him.' The gentle 
spirits in heaven, whose happiness consists in expressions of gratitude 
and love, will have no fellowship with him. His soul must be melted 
vrith pity, or he can never escape the punishment which awaits the 
hard-hearted, equally with the impenitent, in the regions of misery.— 
Paradise ofSCegro Slaves, 

About the year 1775, 1 read a short essay with which I was much 
' pleased) in one of Bradford's papers, a^inst the slavery of the Africans 
. m our country, and which, I was informed, was written by Thomas 
Paine. This excited my curiosity to be better acquainted with him. 
We met soon afterwards at Mr. Aitkens' bookstore, where I did 
homage to his principles and his pen on the subject of the enslaved 
Africans. He told me it was the first piece he had ever published here. — 
I possess one of his letters written to me from France upon the sul^ect 
tit the aboliton of the slave-trade. — Letter to Cheetham, Jtdy 17, 1809. 

ANTHONY BENEZET. 

» * 

I can with truth and sinceri^^ declare, that I have found amongst 

, fli9 negroes as great variety of talents, as among a like number of 

whitM ; and I am bold to assert, that the notion entertaindl by boom 



PATRICK HENR7. 11 

that the blacks are inferior in their capacities, is a vulgar prejudice 
founded on the pride or ignorance of their lordly m&sters, who have 
kept their slaves at such a distance as to be unable to form a right 
judgment of them. 

PATRICK HENRY. 

Is life 80 dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price 
of chains and slavery 7 Forbid it, Almighty God ! — ^I know not what 
course others may take ; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me 
death! 

Hanover, January 18, 1773. 

Dear Sir, — ^I take this opportunity to acknowledge tiie receipt of 
Anthony Benezet's book against the slave-trade : I thank you tor it 
It is not a little surprising, that the professors of Christianity, whose* 
chief excellence consists m softening the human heart ; in cherishing 
and improving its finer feelings, should encourage a practice so totally 
repugnant to the first impressions of right and wrong. What adds to 
the wonder is, that this abominable practice has been introduced in 
the most enli^tened ages. Times, that seem to have pretenaons to 
boast of high improvements in the arts and sciences, and refined 
morality, have brought into general use, and guarded by many laws, 
a species of violence and tyranny, which our more rude and bartMur- 
ous, but more honest ancestors, ^ietested. Is it not amazing, that at 
a time, when the rights of humanity are defined and understood with 
predsion, in a country, above all others, fond of liberty, that in sudi 
an age, and in such a country, we find men professing a religion the 
most humane, mild, gentle and generous, adopting a principle as re- 
pugnant to humanity, as it is inconsistent with the^ible, ana destruc- 
tive to liberty? Every thinking, honest man rejects it in speculation 
how few in practice from conscientious motives ! 

Would any one bdiieve that I am master of slavcus, of my own' pur- 
chase ! I am drawn along by the general inconvoiience of living nere 
without them. I will not, I cannot justify it However culpable my 
conduct, I will so far pay my devoir to virtue, as to own tne ezcdf- 
lence and .rectitude of her precepts, and lament my want of conformity 
to them. 

/ bdittie a %%nu toiU come, when anopportvnity toiU be offered to abolish, 
this lamentable eviL Every thing we can do is to improve it, if it 
happens in our day; if not, let us transmit to our descendants, 
together with our slaves, a pity for their unhappy lot, and our abhor- 
rence for slavery. If we cannot reduce this wished for reformation 
to practice, let us treat the unhappy victims with lenity. It is the 
furthermost advance we can make towards justice, it is a debt we owe 
to the purity of our religion, to show that it is at variance with that 
law, wnich warrants slavery. I know not where to stop. I could 
say many things on the subject ; a serious view of which gives a 
gloomy perspective to future times ! — Letter to Robert Pleasants, 

I repeat it again, that it would rejoice my N«rj «q»\:\ ^^ <ss<««r^ <!icv<^ 



^ 
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of my fellow beings was emancipated. As we ought with gratitiide 
to admire that decree of heaven, winch has nmnbwed us among the 
(ne, we ou^ht t6 lament and deplore the necessity of holding our 
fellow men m bondage. — Debate in Virginia ConvenHtm* 

JAMES MONROE. 

We have found that this evil has prejred upon the very vitals of the 
Union ; and has been prejudicial to all the states in whidi it ham 
existed. — Speech in the rtrginia Convention, 

JOHN JAr. 

The state of New York is rarely out of my mind or heart, and I 
am often disposed to write much respecting its afiairs ; but I have so 
litUe information as to its present political objects and operations, that 
I am afraid to attempt it — ^An excellent law misht be made out of the 
Pennsjrlvania one, for the gradual abolition of uavery. Till America 
comes into this measure, her prayers to heaven will be impious. Thia 
is a strong expression but it is just Were I in your legislature, I 
would present a bill for the purpose with great care, and I would never 
cease -moving it till it became a law, or I ceased to bo a member. I 
believe GK>d governs the world, and I believe it to be a maxim in his 
as in our court, that those who ask for equity ought to do it — Lett€r 
from Spain f 1780. 

Our society has been favored with your letter of the first of May 
-last, and we are happy that efibrts so honorable to your nation are 
making in your country to promote the cause of justice and humanity 
xidative to the Africans. That they who know the value of liberty, and 
are blessed with the enjoyment of it, ought not to subject others to 
slavery, is like most other moral precepts, more generally admitted in 
theory than observed in practice. This will continue to be too much 
the case while men are impelled to action by their passions rather 
^ than by their reason, and while they are more solicitous to acquire 
' wealth than to do as they would be done by. Hence it is that India 
and Africa experience unmerited oppression from nations who have 
been lon^ distinguished by their attadiment to Uieir civil and religious 
liberties, but who have expended not much less blood and treasure in 
violating the ric;hts of others than in defending their own. The United 
States are &x from being irreproachable in this respect It undoubt- 
edly is very inconsistent witn their declarations on the subject of 
human rights, to permit a single slave to be found within their juris- 
diction ; and we confess the justice of your strictures on that h^d.— 
Letter to an EngUeh jUtoiUion Society from the Manwmision Soeiety tf 
Jfeiw York. 

JOEL BARLOW. 

Nor shaU I strain 
The powers of pathos in a task so vain. 
As Afric's wrongs to sing, for what avails 
To harp for you these Renown familiar tales ; 
To tongae mate misenr, and re-rack the sool 
With aime$ oft coplsa from that Uoodjr scroll. 
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Where slavery pens her woes, tho* His but there 
We learn the weight that mortal life can bear. 
The tale might startle still the accustomed ear, 
Still shake the nenre that pumps the peariy tear 
Melt every heart and through the nation gain 
Full many a voice to breali the barbarous chain. 
But why to sympathy for guidance fly, 
(Her aid 's uncertain and of scant supply,) 
When your own self-excited sense ulords 
A guide more sure, and ever^ sense accords ? 
Where strong self-interest join*d with duty lies, 
Where doing right demands no sacrifice. 
Where profit, pleasure, life expanding fame 
League their allurements to support the claim. 
Tis safest there the impleaded cause to trust. 
Men well instructed will be always just. 

Tyrants are never free, and small and great, 
All masters must be tyrants soon or late ; 
So Nature works, and oft the lordling knave 
Turns out at once a tyrant and a slave. 
Struts, cringes, bullies, begs, as courtiers must, 
- Makes one a God, another treads in dust. 
Fears all alike, and filches whom be can, 
Butlcnows no equal,. finds no friend in man. 

Ah, would you not be slaves with lords and kingiff 
Then be not masters, there the danger springs. 

Equality of right is Nature's plan, 
And following nature is the march of man. — 
Enslave her tribes ! What, half mankind emban, » 

Then read, expound, enforce the rights of man ! 
Prove plain and clear, how Nature's'hand of old, 
Cast all men equal in her human mould ! 
Their fibres, feelings, reasiming powers the same, 
Like wants await them.*1fte desires infiahie f 
Write, speak, avenge, for ancient sufferings feel. 
Impale each tvranti>n their pens of steel, 
Declare how freemen can a world create. 
And slaves and masters ruin every state.*— 7^ Cohiptbiad, 

SAMUEL ADAMS. 

''His principles on the subjeet of human rights, carried him ihr 
beyond the n&rrow limits which many load asserters of tHeir own liberty 
have prescribed to themselves, to the recognition of this right in every 
human being. One day the wife of Mr. Adams returning home, 
informed her husband that a friend had made her a present of a female 
slave. Mr. Adams replied in a firm decided manner, ' She may come 
htU not as a slavCffor a slave cannot live in my house ; if she comes, she, 
must come free,* She came, and took up her free abc»de with the family 
of this great champion of American hbertv, and there she coiUinued 
free and there she died free." — Rev, Mr, AUen, Vxhridge, Mass, 

KOSCIUSKO. 

General Koscmsko, by his will, placed in the hands of Mr. Jefierson 
a sum exceeding twenty thousand dollars, to be laid out in the purchase 
of young female slaves, who were to be educated and emancipated. 
The laws of Vnrginia prevented the will of Kosciusko from being 
carried into effect.— vftmjm, 1S20. 
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HORATIO GATES. 

A few days ago, passed through this town, the J9on. Greneral Gatef 
and lady, on their way to take possession of their new and elegant 
seat oh the banks of the East river. The general, previous to leaving 
Virginia, summoned his numerous family and slaves about him, and 
amidst their tears of affection and ^titude, gave them their freedom ; 
and what is still better, made provision that their liberty should be a 
blessing to them. — BdUimore paper, Sept. 8, 1790. 

WILLIAM PINKNEY. 

Sir, — Iniquitous, and most dishonorable to Maryland, is that dusarT 
system of partial bondage, which her laws have hitnerto supported wita 
a solicitude worthy of a better object, and her citizens by tneir practice 
countenanced. 

Founded in a disgraceful traffic, to which the parent country lent 
her fostering aid, from motives of interest, but which even slie would 
have disdained to encourage, had England been the destined mart of 
such inhuman merchandise. Us continiuince is as shameful as its origin. 

Wherefore should we confine the edge of censure to our ancestors, 
or those from whom they purchased ? Are not we equally guilty 1 
Tfiey strewed around the seeds of slavery — we cherish and sustain the 
growth. They introduced the system — we enlarge, invigorate, and 
confirm it 

That the dangerous consequences of this system of bondage have 
not as yet been felt, does not prove they never will be. At least the 
experiment has not been sufficiently made to preclude speculation and 
conjecture. To me, sir, nothing for which I have not tne evidence of 
my senses is more clear, than mat it-will one day destroy that rever- 
ence for liberty, which is the vital principle of a republic. 

While a majority of your citizens are accustomed to rule with the 
authority of despots, within particular limits ; while your youth are 
reared in the habit of thinking that the great rights of human nature 
are not so sacred but they may with innocence be trampled on, can it 
be ezpectjBd that the public mind should glow with that generous aidor 
in the cause of freedom, which can alone save a government like oura 
from the lurking demon of usurpation ? Do you not dread the con- 
tamination of pnnciple? 

The example of Rome shows that slaves are the proper, natural 
implements of usurpation, and therefore a serious and alarming evil in 
every free community. With much to hope for by a change, and 
nothmg to lose, they have no fears of consequences. Despoiled of 
their rights by the acts of government and its citizens, they have no 
checks of pity, or of conscience, but are stimulated by the desire of 
revenge, to spread wide the horrors of desolation, and to subvert the 
foundation ot that liberty of which they have never participated, and 
which they have only been permitted to envy in others. 
. But where slaves are manumitted by government, or in consequenoe 
of its provisions, the same motives which have attached them to tyrants, 
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when the act of emancipation has flowed from them, would then attach 
them to^overnment. They are then no longer the creatures of despo- 
tism. Tn6y are bound by gratitude, as well as by interest, to seek 
the welfare of that country from which they have derived the restoration 
of their plundered ri»!its, and with whose prosperity their own is in- 
separably involved. Ail apostacy from these principles, which form the 
»ood citizen, would, under such circumstances, be next to impossible.:— 
Speech in the Maryland Hotise of Delegates, 1789. 

WARNER MIFFLIN. 

In a pamphlet, entitled *^ Observations on the American Revolution,^* 
published by order of Congress, in 1779, the following sentiments are 
declared to the world, viz : 

" The great principle (of government) is and ever will remain in 
force, that men are by nature free ; as accountable to him that made 
them, they must be so -, and so long as we have any idea of divine 
justice, we must associate that of human freedom. Whether men 
can part with their liberty, is among the questions which have exercised 
the ablest writers ; but it is concluded on all hands, that the right to be 
free can never be alienated — still less is it practicable for one generation 
to mortgage the privileges of another." 

Humane petitions have been presented to excite in congress benevo- 
lent feelings for the sufferings of our fellow-citizens under cruel bondage 
to the Turks and Algerines, and that the national power and influence 
might be exerted for their relief; with this virtuous application I unite, 
but lament that any of mv countrymen, who are distinguished a j men 
eminently qualifiecl for public stations, should be so enslaved by illiberal 
prejudice as to treat with contempt a like solicitude for anomer class 
of men still more grievously oppressed. 

I profess freely and am willing my profession was known over the 
world, that I feel the calls of humanity as strong towards an African 
in America, as an American in Algiers, both being my bretliren; 
especnally as I am informed the Alg^nne treats his slave with more 
humanity ; and I believe the sin of oppression on the part of the 
American is greatest in the sight of the Father of the family ofmankind. 

WARNER MIFFLIN. 

Ke^U County, Delaware, 2d of 1st mo, 1793. 

WILLIAM EATON. 

[The Tunisians had captured nine hundred and twenty Saidinian 
slaves, of whom General Eaton thus makes mention :] 

'*Many have died of grief^ and the others linger out a life less 
tolerable than death. Alas — remorse seizes my whole soul when I 
reflect, that this is indeed but a copy of the very barbarity which my 
eyes have seen in my own native country. And yet we boast of liberty 
and national justice. How frequently in the southern states of my 
own country, have I seen weeping mothers leading the guiltless infant 
to the sales with as deep anguish as if they led them to thA «lsn!^<^\ 
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and yet felt my bosom tranquil in the view of the^e a^gressioiui on 
defenceleas humanity. But when I see the same enormities practised 
upon beings whose complexions and blood claim kindred with my own, 
I curse the perpetrators, and weep over the wretched victims of their 
rapacity. Indeed, truth and justice demand from me the confession, 
that the Christian slaves among the barbarians of Africa, are treated 
with more humanity than the African slaves among professing Chris> 
tians of civiHzed America ; and yet here sensibility bleeds at every pore 
for the wretches whom fate has doomed to slavery." — Letfer to his vsifr* 

WILLIAM RAY. 

Are you repablicans ?— away f 
Tis blasphemy the word to say. 
You talk of freedom 1 Out for shame 1 
Your lips contaminate the name. 
How dare you prate of public good. 
Your hands besmear'd with human blood { 
How dure you lift those hands to heav'n 
And ask or hope to be forgiven 7 
How dare you breathe the wounded air, 
That wafts to heaven the negroes prayer I 
How dare you tread the conscious earth. 
That gave mankind an equal birth? 
And while you thus inflict the rod. 
How dare you sav there is a God 
That will, in justice, from the skies. 
Hear and avenge his creature's cries f 
** Slaves to be sold,*' bark, what a sound f 
Ye give America a wound, 
A scar, a stigma of disgrace. 
Which you nor time can e'er eShce , 
And prove, of nations yet unborn, 
The-corse, the hatred, and the scorn ! 

The Horron of Shtp^f or Tan of TV^poK 

CAPTAIN RILEY. 

Strange 'afl it may seem to the philanthropist, my free and proad« 
Wfknt/Bd countrymen still hold a million and a half of human beingi 
in:the most cruel bonds of slavery; who are kept at hard labor, and 

'smartuig under the lash of inhuman mercenar^r drivers; in many 
instances enduring the miseries of hunger, thirst, iinprisonment, cold, 
nakedness, and even tortures. This is no picture of the imagination. 
For the honor of human nature, I wish likenesses were no where to be 
found ! I myself have witnessed such scenes in diflerent parts ot my 
own country; and the bare recollection of them, now chilis ray blood 

'with horror. — RUey't JiTarratwe, 

DE WITT CLINTON. 

During the period of his legislative career (1797,) a lar^ portion of 
his attention was bestowed on the protection of the public b^th, the 
promotion of agriculture, manufactures, and the arts, the gradual 
•bolitioa of sUvety, &c. 

Tba noovd of tm prooeedinfB of the senate of New Yorit for the 
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sessions of 1809, 1810, and 1811, exhibits proofs of Mr. Clinton's 

treat usefulness. Under his auspices, the New York Historical 
ociety was iiicorporated — the Orphan Asylum and Free School So- 
cieties were ibstereKl and encouraged. He introduced laws to prevent 
kidnapping, or the further introduction of slaves, and to punish those 
who Bhould treat them inhumanly. — De Witt ClinUnCa Xift in Deta- 
plaine^s ReposiUn'y. 

DANIEL D. TOMKINS. 

iTo devise the means for the gradual and ultimate extermination 
from amongst us of slavery, that reproach of a free people, is a work 
worthy the representatives of a polished and enlightened nation. 

Allow me here to observe, that the law which authorizes the trans- 
portation of slaves convicted of oliences, is very generally considered 
impolitic and unjust. Impolitic, because it cherishes inducements in 
the master, to whom alone these unfortunate creatures can look for 
friendship and protection, to aggravate, to tempt, or to entrap the slave 
into an error — to operate upon ms ignorance or his fears, to confess 8^ 
charge, or to withliold from him the means of employing counsel for 
defence, or of establishing a reputation which is frequently the only 
shield against a criminal allegation. This inducement will he pecu- 
liarly strong, where the slave is of that description, the sale of which 
is prohibit^ ; for a conviction will enable the master to evade that 
restriction, and to make a lucrative disposition of what might other" 
wise be a burthen to him. It is unjust, because transportation is added 
to the full sentence which may be pronounced upon .others. To inflict 
less punishment for the crimes of those who have always breathed the 
air of freedom, who have been benefited by polished society, and by 
literary, moral, and relioious instruction and example, tlian to the pas- 
sions and frailities of the poor, untutored, unrefined, and unfortunate 
victims of slavery, is a palpable inversion of a precept of our blessed 
Redeemer. The servant *Uhat knew not, and did commit thmgfl 
worhty of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes ; for unto whom- 
soever much is given, of him shall be much required.?' — Speech to JV*eto 
York Legislatttre, Jan, S> 1812. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

[On December, 18, 1314, Genral Jackson issued t» the Fretieh 
language the folloioing,] 

Address to the Free People of Color. 

' Soldiers I When on the banks of the Mobile, I called you to take 
up arms, inviting you to partake the perils and glory of your white 
fellow-citizens, r expected much from you; for 1 was not ignorant 
that you possessed qualities most formidable to an invading enemy. 
I knew with what fortitude you. could, endure hunger and thirst, and 
all the fatigues of a campaign. I knew well how you loved your 
native country, and that you had, as well as ourselves, to defewd. 
what man hdws moit deur^hts pa^rentA, t«\%>as»», ntvSr^ ^Kadss.«».^%»^ 

2* 



tS J08£ru fito&ir — ^dakiejl webbter. 

property. You have done more than I expected. In addition to tiie 
previous qualities I before knew you to possess, I found, moreovei^ 
among you a noble enthusiasm, which leads to the performance or 
giteat uungs. 

Soldiers ! The President of the United States shall hear how 
praiseworthy was your conduct in the hour of danger, and the Repre- 
sentatives of the American people will, I doubt not, give you the 
praise your exploits entitle you to. Your general anticipates them in 
applauding your noble ardor. 

The enemy approaches; hiis vessels cover our lakes: our brave 
citizens are united, and all contention has ceased among tnem. Their 
only dispute is who shall win the prize of valor or who Uie most gtory, 
its noblest reward. 

By Order. 

THOMAS BUTLER, JUd^de-camp. 

JOSEPH STORY. 

The President of the United States, is also authorized to employ 
our armed vessels and revenue cutters to cruise on the seas for the 
purpose of arresting all vessels and person^ engaged in this traffic in 
violation of our laws ; and bounties as well as a moiety of Uie cap* 
tured property are given to the captors to stimulate them in the dis- 
charge of their duty. 

Under these circumstances, it mi^htweU be supposed that the slave- 
trade would in practice, be extinguished — that virtuous men would by 
their abhorrence, stay its polluted march, and wicked men would bie 
overawed by its potent punishment But unfortunately the case is far 
otherwise. We have but too many melancholy proofs from unques- 
tionable sources, that it is still carried on with all the implacable fero- 
city and insatiable rapacity of former times. Avarice has grown mort» 
suDtle in its evasion ; and watches and seizes its prey with an appetite 
quickened, rather than suppressed, by its guilty vigils. American 
atizens are steeped up to their very mouths (1 scarcely use too bold a 
figure) in this stream of iniquity. They throng the coast of Africa 
under the stained flags of Spain and Portugal, sometimes selUng 
abroad " their cargoes of despair," and sometimes bringing them into 
•ome of our southern ports, and there under the forms of the law de- 
feating the purposes of^the laW itself, and legalizing theur inhuman but 
orofitable adventures. I wish I could say that New England and 
New England men were free from this deep pollution. But there is 
some reason, to believe, that they who drive a loathsome traffic, "and 
buy the muscles and the bones of men," are to be found here alsa It is 
to be hoped the number is small ; but our cheeks may well bum with 
shame while a solitary case is permitted to go unpunished. — JVom 
Judge Story's Charge to the Grand Jury of the U, S. Circuit Courts hi 
Portsmouth, JVt A., May Term, 1820. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

If there be, within the extent of our knowledge and influence, ai|y 
fiaitkapA&m in jhis traflic in slav^^ let us pledge ouiaelves upon tiis 
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H»ek 9f Pifnunthf to eztirpato and destroy it It is not fit tbat the 
land of the pilgrims should bear the shame longer. Let that spot bo 
purified, or let it be set aside from the Christian world ; let'it be put 
out of the circle of human sympathies and human regards ; and let 
civilised men henceforth have no communion with it 

I invoke those who fill the seats of justice, and all who minister at 
her altar,, that they exercise 'the wliolesome and necessary severity of 
the law. I invoke the ministers of our religion, that they proclaim its 
denunciation of those crimes, and add its solemn sanction to the 
authority of human laws. If the pulpit be silent, wfaeaever or wher- 
ever there may be a sinner, bloody witn this guilt, within the hearing 
<tf its voice, the pulpit is false to its trust s 

NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 

On the 20th day of January, 1820, the following preamble and re- 
solutions were taken up in the senate (having passed the iiouse)6f the 
New- York Le^slature, and unanimoualy passed. [Mr. Van Buren, 
who was then m the senate of that stat^ voted in favor of them.1 

Whereas, the inhibiting the. further extension of slavery m the 
United States, is a subject of deep concern to the people of this state: 
and whereas, we consider slavery as an evil much to be deplored, and 
that every constitutional barrier should be interposed Uy prevent its 
further extension ; and the constitution of the United Stipes clearly 
^ves congress the right to require new states, not compiieed within 
the original boundary of the United States, to make the proiiibition of 
slavery a condition of their admission into the Union : Tnereibre, 

Resolved, (if the honorable senate concur therein) That our senators 
be instructed, and our members of congress be requested, to oppose 
the admission as a state into the Union, of any territory not comprised 
as aforesaid, without making the prohibition of slaveiy therein an in- 
dispiensable condition of admission. 

WILLIAM WIRT. 

Slavery was contrary to the laws of nature and of nations and that 
the law of South Carolina, concerning seizing colored seamen, was 
unconstitutional. * * * * Last and lowest, a /ect^ium of beings 
csdled overseers^-the most abject, degraded, unprincipled race — 
always cap in hand to the dons who employ them, and fumishins 
materials for their pride, insolence, and love >of dominion. — L\fttif 
Patrick Henry, 

JOHN RANDOLPH. 

Dissipation, as wdl as potver or prosperity haidens the heart, but 
avarice deadens it to every feeHng, but me tmrst for riches. Avaiioe 
alone could have producea the swve-trade. Avarice akme can ditve^ 
as it does drive, this in^mal traffic, and the wretched victintf, like so 
nMUiy posthorses, whipped to death in a mail coach. Ambition has 
its eover-skits, in the pride, pomp, and circumstaoce of glorious war ; 
IwtwlMiefti^tlie trspfaiasef awmiet Ti» \»»Aw^^^bi "^ 
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and the blood-stained cowhide ! What man U worse received in aoHetf 
for being a hard truuttr 7 Who deniee the hand of a tieter or daughter 
to eueh monsters? — nay, they have even appeared in **the abused 
shape of the vilest of women." I say nothing of India or Amboyna— 
of Cortez, or Pizarro. — Southern Literary Messenger, 

[In March, 1816, John Randolph submitted the following resolution 
to the House of Representatives:] "Resolved, That a committee be 
appointed, to inquire into the existence of an inhuman and ille^l 
traffic of slaves, carried on in and through the District of Columbia, 
and to report whether any, and what measures are necessary for put- 
ting a stop to the same." 

" Vir^nia is so impoverished by the system of slavery, that the 
tables will sooner or later be turned, and the slaves will advertise for 
runaway masters." 

" Sir, I neither envy the head nor the heart of that man from the 
Nortii, who rises here to defend slavery upon principle." — Rebttke ^ 
Edward Everett^ in Congress, 1820. 

'* 3. I have upwards of two thousand pounds sterling in the hands 
of Baring, Brotners & Co., of London, and upwards of one thousand 

rounds (U like money in the hands of Gowan and Marx ; this money 
leave to my executor, Wm. Leigh, as a fund for carrying into execu- 
tion my will respecting my slaves." 

" I give ^'^ my slaves their freedom, to which ray conscience tells me 
they are j. ./ entitled^ It has a long time been a matter of the deepest 
regret to me, that the circumstances under which I inherited them, and 
the obstacles thrown in the way by the laws of the land, have prevented 
my emancipating them in my lifetime, which it is my full intention to 
do in case I can accomplish it" 

The codicil goes on to make provision for his servants John and 
wife, and for Juba and his wife, and another woman : — "And I 
hereby reauest (says he) the General Assembly (the only request that 
I ever preterred to them,) to let the above named and such other of my 
old and faithful slaves as desire it, to remain in Virginia ; recommend- 
ing them each and all to the care of my said executor, who I know is 
too wise, just and humane to send them to Liberia, or any other place 
in Africa or the West Indies." — Cod, Jan, 1826. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON RANDOLPH. 

I agree vrith gentlemen in the necessity of arming the State for 
internal defence. I will unite with them in any efibrt to restore con- 
fidence to the public mind, and to conduce to the sense of the safety 
of our wives, and our cMldren. Yet sir, I must ask, upon whom is 
to fidl the burden of this defence? not upon the lordly masters of4heir 
hundred slaves, who will never turn CMit except to retire vrith their 
families when danger threatens. No, sir; it is to fell upon the less 
weaUhy eUus of our citizens ;_ chiefly vpon the non-slaveholder. I have. 
known patrols turned out where there was not a daveholder among them^ 
and this is the practice o^ the country. I have slept in times of alarm 
qtaaHiy in bed, with€>:;c liaving a tj^ought of cara, while these indi* 
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viduals, owning none of Uiis property tliemsclves, were patrolling 
under a compulsory process, for a pittance of seventy-five cents per 
twelve hours, the very curtilage of my house, and guarding that pro- 
perty, which was alike dangerous to them and myself. After all, this 
IS but an expedient As this population becomes more numerous, it 
becomes less productive. Your guard must be increased, until finally 
its profits will not pay for the expense of its subjection. Slavery has 
the effect of lessening the free population of a country. 

The gentlemen has spoken of the increase of the female slaves 
being a part of the pront ; it is admitted ; but no great evil can be 
averted, no good attained, without some inconvenience. It may be 
questioned, how far it is desirable to foster and encourage this branch 
of profit It is a practice, and an increasing practice in parts of Vii^ 
gima, to rear slaves for market How can an honorable mind, a patriots 
and a lover of his tountry, bear to see this ancient dominion, renderea 
illustrious hy the noble devotion and patriotism of her sons in the 
cause of liberty, converted in one grand menagerie, where men are to 
be reared for the mar&et, like oxen for the shambles. Is it better, is it 
not worse, than the slave-trade ; that trade which enlisted the lalxH: 
of the good and wise of every creed, and every clime, to abolish it t 
The trader rec^ves the slave, a strang^er in language, aspect and man- 
ner, from the merchant who has brought him from the mterior. The 
ties of father, mother, husband and child, have all been rent in twain ; 
before he receives him, his soul has become ccdlous. But here, sir, 
individuals, whom the master has known from infancy, whom he has 
seen sporting in the innocent gambols of childhood, who have beoi 
accustomed to look to him for protection, he tears from the mother's 
arms, and sells into a strange country, among strange people, subject 
to cruel taskmasters. 

fie has attempted to justify slavery here, because it exists in Africa, 
and has stated that it exists all over the world. Upon the same prin- 
ciple, he could justify Mahometism, with its plurality of wives, petty 
wars for plunder, robbery and murder, or any other of the abominations 
and enormities of savage tiibes. . Does slavery exist in any part of 
civilized Europe? Ko sir, in no part of it — Speech in the rtr^lnls 
LegUlaturt» 

GOVERNOR RANDOLPH. 

The deplorable error of our ancestors in coppng a civil mstitulioii 
from sava^ Africa, has affixed upon their posterity a depressing bur- 
den, wluch nothing but the extraor<Mnary benefits conferred hy our 
happy climate, comd have enabled us to support We have been fiur 
outstripped by states, to whom nature das. been far less bountifuL It 
is painful to consider what might have been, under other circumstances, 
the amount of general wealth in Virginia, or the whole sum of com- 
fortable subsistence and hapmness possessed by all her inba^tants.^ 
Jtddrt99tothe LegMatwre of Virginia, In 188a 
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HENRY CLAY. 

As a mere laborer, the slave feels that he toils for his master, and 
not for himself; that the laws do not recognise his capacity to acquire 
and hold property, which depends altogether upon the pleasure of his 
proprietor, and that all the fruits of his exertions are reaped by others. 
He knows that, whether sick or well, in times of scarcity or abun- 
dance, his master is bound to provide for him by the all-powerful influ- 
ence of self-interest. He is generally, therefore, indifferent to the 
adverse or prosperous fortunes of his master, being contented if he can 
escape his displeasure or chastisement, by a careless and slovenly 
performance oi his duties. 

That labor is best, in which the laborer knows that he will derive 
the profits of his industry, and his employment depends upon his dili- 
gence, and his reward upon his assiduity. Ho then has every motive 
to excite him to exertion, and to animate him in perseverance. He 
knows that if he is treated badly, he can exchange his employer for 
one who will better estimate his service ; and that whatever he earns 
is his, to be distributed by himself as he pleases, among his wife and 
children, and friends, or enjoyed by himself. In a word, he feels that 
he is a free agent, with rights, and privileges, and sensibilities. 

Wherever the option exists to employ, at an equal hire, free or slave 
labor, the former will be decidedly preferred, for the reasons already 
Msigned. It is more capable, more diligent, more faithful, and in 
every respect more worthy of confidence. 

It is believed that nowhere in the farming portion of the United 
States would slave labor be generally employed, if the proprietor were 
not tempted to raise slaves oy the nigh price of the southern market, 
which keeps it up in his own. 

[Speaking of an attempt more than thirty-five years ago, to adopt 
gradual emancipation in Kentucky, Mr. Clay says :] 

We were overpowered by numbers, and submitted to the decision 
of the maioiity with the ^ace which the minority, in a republic, should 
ever yielci to such a decision. I have nevertheless never ceased, and 
never shall cease, to regret a decision, the effects of which have been, 
to place us in the rear of our neighbors, who are exempt from slavery, iii 
the state of agriculture, the progress of manufactures, the advance of 
improvement, and the general prosperity of society. — .Address before tht 
Cahnizatum Society, 

JOHN aUINCY ADAMS. 

Not three days since, Mr. Clayton, of Georgia, called that species 
of population (viz. slaves) the machinery of the South. Now that 
machinery had twenty odd representatives* in that hall, — not elected 
by the machinery, but by those who owned it And if he should go 
back to the history of this government from its foundation, it would be 
easy to prove that its decisions had been affected, in general by less 

/* There are now twer.ty-five odd representatives— that is* xepresentativaa 
of Mi*T»a.2 
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majorities than that. Nay, he might go farther, and innst that that 
▼ery representation had ever been, in fact, the rtUing power of tkit 
govemmenL 

The history of the Union has afK^rded a continual proof that this 
representation of property, which they enjoy^ as well m the election 
01 President and Vice President of ue United States, as upon the 
floor of the House of Representatives, has secured to the slavelu)ldhig 
states the entire control of the national policy, and, almost without 
exception, the prossession of the highest executive office of the Union. 
Always united in the purpose of regulating the aflairs of the whc^e 
Union by the standard of the slavehoming interest, their disproportion- 
ate numbers in the electoral colleges have enabled them, in ten out of, 
twelve quadriennial elections, to confer the Chief Magistracy upon on^ 
of their own citizens. Their sufirages at every election, without ex- 
ception, have been almost exclusively confined to a candidate of their 
own caste. — Speech in Congress, Feb, 4, 1833. 

GENERAL DUFF GREEN. 

We are of those who believe the South has nothing to fear fh>m a 
servile war. We do not 1>elieve that the abolitionists intend, nor 
could they, if they would, excite the slaves to insurrection. The dan- 
ger of this is remote. We believe that we have most to fear from 
uie organized action upon the consciences and fears of slaveholders 
themselves ; from the insinuations of their dangerous heresies into our 
schools, our pulpits, and our domestic circles. It is only by alarming 
the consciences of th&weak and feeble, and diflusing among our own 
people a morbid sensibility on the question of 'slavery, that the aboli- 
tiomsts can accomplish their object. Preparaiory to this, they are now 
laboring to saturate the non-slaveholding states with the pelief that 
slavery is a sin against God ; that the " national c<mipact" involves 
the non-slaveholders in that sin ; and that it is their duty to toil and 
•uflfer, that our country may be delivered from what they term its 
bladLCSt stain, its foulest reproach, its deadliest curse. — Southern 
RefBteWm 

JOSEPH RITNER. 

Last, but worst of all, came the base bowing of the knee to the dark 
spirit of slavery. 

For. the preservation of this last and most cherished article of our 
national political creed, the sacrifice of which has not yet been com- 
pleted, it IS our duty to make all possible efibrt 

To ascertain what have been, nay, what are the doctrines of the 
people of this state, on the subject of domestic slavery, reference need 
only be made to the statute book and journals of the le^slature. They 
will be found imprinted in letters of light upon almost every pa^e. In 
1, Smith's Laws, 493, is found an ''act for thQ gradual abohtion of 
davery in Pennsylvania," with a preamble which should be printed 
in letters of gold. This is the first act of the kind passed in any part 
of the Uniwi, and was nobly put forth to the world, in tha yeas U«l^ 
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m the midst of the struggle fcrr'national freedom. This jast doctrine 
Was, through a long course of years, adhered to and perfected, till 
slavery ceaswl in our state. And finally, m 1827, the following open 
avowal of the state doctrine, was pre&ced to the act ^ to prevent cer- 
tain abuses of the laws relative to fugitives from labor.'* ** The traffic 
in slaves, now abhorred by all the civilized world, ought not in Uie 
atishtest degree to be tolerated in the state of Pennsylvania." — Pom* 
ffSet Xat05, vage 485. 

Not only has Pennsylvania thus expelled the evil from her own bor« 
ders, but she has on all proper occasions, endeavored to guard her 
yotmser sisters from the pollution. On the 19th of December, 18 1 9. 
the rollowing language was unanimously made use of by the le^la- 
tore, Hid approved of by the governor, on thec^uestbn of adnutting 
new lilies into the Uiiion, with the ri^ht of holding slaves. 

** That the senators and representatives of this state, in the congress 
of the United States, be, and they are hereby requested to vote against 
the admission of any territory as a state into the Union, unless the 
further introduction of slavery or involuntary servitude, except for the 
pimishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
victed, shall be prohibited, and all children bom within the said terri- 
tory after its aamission into the Union as a state, shall be free, but 
may be held to service until the age of twenty-five years." 

The preamble to this resolution, too long to be cited at large, is 
worthy of all consideration at the present juncture. 

^ On the much discussed question of slavery in the District of Colum* 
bia, there never has been any thing like hesitation.^ On the 33d of 
January, 1819, the legislature passed a resolution instructing our 
representatives in coqgress to advocate the passage of a law for its 
abolition ; and the voice of public opitfion, as expressed through the 
press, at meetings, and in petitions, has been unchanging on the 
•obiect 

These tenets, tiien^ vi^: opposition to slavery at home, which, by 
the blessing of Providence, nas been rendered effectual ; oppoaition 
to the admission into the Union of new slaveholding states; and 
opposition to slavery in the District of Columbia, the very hearth and 
domestic abode of the national honor — have ever been, and are the 
cherished doctrines of our state. Let us fellow-citizens, stand by and 
maintain them unshrinkingly and fearlessly. While we admit and 
scrupulously respect the constitutional rights of other states, on this 
momentous subject, let us not, either by fear or interest, be driven from 
ftogfat of that spirit of independence and veneration for fi^edom, which 
has ever characterized our commonwealth. 

Above all, let us never yield up the right of free discussion of any 
evil which may arise in the land or any part of it ; convinced that the 
moment we do so, the bond of union is broken. For the union being 
a voluntary compact to continue together for certain specified purposes, 
tiie instant one portion of it success in imposing terms and dictating 
conditions upon another, not found in the contract, the relation between 
t9iem changes, and that which was union becomes subjection. — Jlfe»- 
0ag€ to Pmnsyhanin Legi^aiurVf 18S6. 
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But the prime cauee, and the real object of this war, «"« not dis> 
tinctly understood by a large portion of the hone«t, disnitereeted, and 
well-meaning citizens of me United States. Their means of obtain* 
ing correct information upon the subject have been necessarily limited; 
and many of them have been deemed and misled by the misrepresen- 
tations of those concerned in it, and especially by hireling writers of the 
newspaper press. They have been < induced to believe that the in- 
habitants of Texas were engaged in a legitimate contest for the mainte* 
nance of the sacred principles of liberty, and khe natural, inalienable 
rights of man :«— whereas, the motives of its instigators, and their chief 
incentives to action, have been, from the commencement, of a 4&i>ctly 
opposite character and tendency. It U tuseeptHbU qfthe dearest mnni* 
stration, that the immediate cause, and the leading object of this eontestf 
originated in a settled design, among the slaveholders of this country^ 
(with land spcculalors and skmC'traders,) to wresi the large and valtudie 
territory of Texas from the Mexican Republic, in order to re^estMish the 
SYSTEM OF SLAVERY; Is open a vast and profitabU SLAVE 
MARKET therein; and uUimatel^to annex U to the United Stateg. 
And further, it is evident — nsiy, it is very generally acknowledged — 
that the insurrectioni||| are principally atizens of the United States, 
who have proceeded onither for the purpose of revolutionizing the 
country ; and that they are dependant upon this nation, for both the 
physical and pecuniary means, to carry the desi^ into effect Whether 
the national legislature will lend its aid to this most unwarrantable^ 
aggressive attempt, will depend on tl e VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, 
expressed in tlieir primary assemblies, by their petitions and through 
the ballot boxes. 

The land speculations, aforesaid, have extended to mostof thedtiei 
and villages of the United States, the British colonies in America, and 
the settlements of foreigners in all the eastern parts of Mexico. All 
concerned in them are aware that a change in the coveminent of the 
country must take place, if their claims should ever be legalized. 

The advocates of slavery, in our southern states and elsewhercL 
want more land on this continent suitable for the culture of sugar and 
cotton: and if Texas, with the adjoining portions of Tamaulipaii, 
Coahuila, Chihuahua, and Santa Fe, east of the Rio Bravo del NortCL 
can be wrested from the Mexican government, room will be affi>rdea 
for the redundant slave population in the United States, even to a 
remote period of time. 

Such are the motives for action — such the combination of intereula 
^-such the organization, sources of influence, and foundation df 
authority, upon- which the present Texas Insurrection rests. The resi- 
dent colonists compose but a small fraction of the party concerned in 
it. The standard of revolt was raised as soon as it was cleariy ascer- 
tained that slavery could not be perpetuated, nor the illegal specula 
tionsin land continued^ under the ^^ooerttmenf of the Mexican Repubfic 
The Mexican authorities were diarged with acts of oppression, white 
tbt true caofetof thit revolt— the motivwanddnmA^^^HsMNEc^B^ 
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»were studiously concealed from the public view. Influential slave- 
holders are contributing monev, equipping troops, and marchinor to 
the scene <»f conflict The land speculators are fitting out expeditions 
from New York and New Orleans, with men, munitions of war, pro* 
visions, &c^ to promote the object The Independence of Texas is 
declared, and the system of slaveryj as well as the slave-trade (with 
the United States,)* \a fully recognized by the government they have 
■et up. CominissiQiiers are sent from the colonies and agents are 
lippointed here, to make formal application, enlist the sympathies of 
our citizens, and solicit aid in every way that it can be furnished. The 
hireling presses are actively engaged in promoting the success of their 
eflR>rts, by misrepresenting the character of the Mexicans, issuing 
inflammatory appeals, and urging forward the ignorant, the unsus- 
pecting, the adventurous, and the unprincipled, to a participation in 
the struggle. 

Under the erroneous construction of the treaty with Mexico, General 
Gaines was authorized to cross the boundary line with his army ; to 
niareh teoenty miles into the Mexican territory ; and to occupy the 
military post of Nacogdoches, in case he should judge it expedient in 
order to guard against Indian depredations! And further; he was 
likewise authorized to call upon the governors of several of the south" 
western states for an additional number of trooj^ shotdd he consider U 
necessary. ^ 

From the Pensaeolo Gazette, . 

** About the middle of last month, General Gaines sent an officer of the 
United States armv into Texas to reclaim some deserters. He found them 
already enlisted in the Texian service to the number of two hundred. They still 
wore the uniform of our army, but refused, of course, to return. The com- 
mander of the Texian forces was applied to, to enforce their return ; but his 
only reply was, that the soldiers might go, but he had no authority to send 
them back. This is a new view o^ our Texian relations." 

The following decrees and ordinances are translated from an oflficial 
oomiMlation by authority of the government of Mexico. 

Extract from the Law of October 14th, 1823. 

Article 21. Foreigners who bring slaves with them, shall obey the 
Laws established upon the matter, or which shall hiereafler be estab« 
liahed. 

Dbcrbb of JULY 13, 1824. 

Prohibition of ihe Commerce and Traffic in Slaves. 

Sovereign General Constituent Congress of the United Mexi- 

Jtates has neld it right to decree the followmg: 

,.1. The commerce and traflic in slaves, preceding from whatever 
power, and under whatever flag, is forever prohibited, within the teni- 
iorftfe of the United -Mexican States. 

9, The slaves,. who may be introduced ccmtrary to the tenor of the 
Dieoedino; article^ shall remaip free ip ooMequence of treating the 
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3. Every vessel, whether national or foreign, in which slaves mav 
be transported and introduced into the Mexican territories, shall be 
confiscated with the rest of its cargo — and the owner, purchaser, cap- 
tain, master, and pilot, shall suffer the punishment of ten years' con- 
finement 

The ConatUuHon of Coahmla and Texas, promulgated on the 11th 
of Mardi, 1827, also contains this important article : 

" 13. In this state no person shall oe bom a slave after this Consti- 
tution is published in the capitul of each district, and six months there- 
afler, neither will the introduction of slaves be permitted under any 
pretext** 

[Translated from page 149, Vol. Y, Mexican Laws.] 

Decree of President Guerrero. 
jiboiitian of Slavery, 

The President of the United Mexican States, to the inhabitants of* 
the Republic — 

Be it known : That in the year 1829, being desirous of signalizing 
the anniversary of our Independence by an act of national Justice aira 
Beneficence, which may contribute to tne strength and support of such 
inestimable welfare, as to secure more and more the public tranquility, 
and reinstate an unfortunate portion of our inhabitants in the sacred 
rights granted them by nature, and may be protected by the nation, 
under wise and just laws, according to the provision in article 30 of the 
Constitutive act ; availing myself o? the extraordinary faculties granted 
me, I have thought proper to decree : 

1. That slavery be ej^terminated in the republic 

2. Consequently those are free, who, up to this day, have been 
looked upon as slaves. 

3. Whenever the circumstances of the public treasury will allow it, 
the owners of slaves shall be indemnified, in the manner which the 
laws shall provide. 

Mexico, 15th Sept 1829, A. D. 

JOSE MARIA de BOCANEGRA. 

[Translation of part of the law of April 6th, 1830, prohibiting the 
nugration (^citizens of the United States to Texas.'| 

Art. 9. On the northern frontier, the entrance of foreiCTers shall be 
prohibited, under all pretexts whatever, unless they be furnished with 
pikssports, signed by the agents of the republic, at the places wheiM^ 
they proceed. ^^R- 

AxT. 10. There shall be no variation with regard to the colon&T 
already established, nor with regard to the slaves mat may bo in themjL, 
but the generd government, or the particular state government, «Aa$ 
take care, under the strictest responsibility, that the coSnitation Itnoa 9$ 
oisyed, md that no more slaves be introduced. 
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CoLONiZATioif Laws of Coahvila and Tbzas. 

Art. ST. The n«w settlers, in regard to the introduetiwi of aU909, 
$haU be atiiject to laws wkiek tww exiH^ and which shaU heret^ter ha 
made on the sutiject, 

Akt, 36. The servants and laborers which, in fotuFe, farcAgn cdonittf 
■hall introduce, shall noty by force of any contract %shatevcr, remain bound 
to their servici a longer space of iiine than ten years. 

Given in the city of Leona Vicario, 28tli April, 1832. 

JOSE JESUS GRANDE, Preddeni. 

In the course of my obsenratioDS, I haye several times asserted, that 
ft was the intention of the insurrectionists to establish and perpetuate 
the system of slavery, by ^^ constitutional^* provision. In proof of this^ 
I now quote several paragraphs from the *' constitution" which they 
lately- adopted. This extract is taken from that part under the head 
of'* General Provisions,''* and embraces all that relates to slavery. 

Texas Constitution. 

Sbc. 8. All persons who shall leave the country for the purpose of 
evading a participation in the present struggle, or shall refuse to partid^ 
pate in if, or ^lall give aid or assistance to the present enemy, shall 
forfeit all rights to citizenshipf and such lands as they may hotd, in tks 
republic. 

Sec. 9. All persons of color, who were slaves for Kfe previous to 
tiieir emigration to Texas, and who are now held in bondage, shall 
remain in the like state of servitude, provided the said slave shall be the 
bona fide property of the person so holding said slave as aforesaid. 
Congress shaU pass no laws to prohibit emigrants from the United States 
of America from bringing their slaves into the rewMic toUh them, and 
bolfiing them by the same tenure by which such slaves were held in 
the United States ; nor shall congress have the power to emandpata 
staves; nor shall any siaoeholder be allowed to emancipate his or her slam 
or slaoes, without the consent of congress, unless he or she shall send Us 
or her riave or slaves without the limits of tiie republic No free 
person of African descent, either in whole or in part, shall be permitted 
to reside permanently in the republic, without the consent of congress ; 
and the importation or admission of Africans or negroes inui this 
republic, excepting from the United States of America, is for ever 
prohibited and declared to be piracy. 

Sec. 10. AH persons, {Africans, and the descendattts of Africans, and 
Indians excepted,) who were residing in Texas on the day of the Decla- 
Ation of Independence, [a great portion of the native Mexican dtizena 
nre, of course, excluded,] shalt be considered citizens of the republic, 
and entitled to all the privileges of such. All citizens now living in 
T^xas, who have not received their portion of land in like fnanner as 
ootonistB, shaH be entitled to their land in the following proportion and 
manner : Every head of a family shall be Entitled to one league anci 
*< labor" of land, and every single man of the age of seventeen and 
apwarde^ ahaU ba eotilled to one third part of oae^ague of land. 
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Tht period has indeed arrived— THE CRISIS IS NOW— when 
the wiae, the virtuous, the patriotic, the philanthropic of this nation, 
must examine, and reflect, and deeply ponder the momentous subject 
under consideration. Already we see the newspaper press in some 
of the free states, openly advocatin^: the system of slavery, with all its 
outrages and abominations* Individuals occupying influential stations 
in the community at large, also countenance ana encouiage it, and 
even instigate the vile rabble to oppose, maltreat, and trample on the 
necks of those who dare to plead tne cause of the oppressed. At the 
ensuing session of our national congress, the great battlo is to be fought, 
tfiat must decide the question now at issue, and p)erhaps even setU the 
fate of this republic. The senators and representatives of the people 
will then he called on to sanction the independence of Texas, and also, 
to provide for its admission, as a SLAVEHOLDING STATE, into 
this Union. These measures will positively be proposed, in case the 
Mexican government fails to suppress the insurrection very soon, and 
to recover the actual possession of the territory. A few of our most 
eminent statesmen will resist the proposition with energy and zeal ; 
but unless the PUBLIC VOICE be raised against the unhallowed 
proceeding,^ and the sentiments of the people be most unequivocally 
expressed in the loudest tones of disapprobation, they will be unabfe 
to withstand the influence and power of their antagonists. Arouse, 
then ! and let your voice be heard through your pnmary assembles, 
your legislative halls, and the columns of the periodical press, in every 
section of your country ! 

Citizens of the United States! — Sons of the Pil^ms, and disciples 
of Wesley and Penn! — Coadjutors and pupils of Washangton, Jeffer- 
son, and.Franklin ! — Advocates of freedom and the sacred *^ rights of 
moil /"-^Will you longer shut your eyes, and slumber in apathy, while 
the demon of oppression is thus stalking over the plains consecrated 
to the genius of liberty, and fertilized by the blooa of her numerous 
martyrs ? — Will you permit the authors of this gigantic project of 
national aggression, interminable slavery, and Heaven-daring injustice, 
to perfect uieir diabolical schemes through your siipineness, or with 
the sanction of your acquiescence ? If they succeed in the accomplish- 
ment of their object, where will be your guarantee for the liberty' which 
you, yourselves enjoy? When the advocated of slavery shall obtain 
the balance of power in this confederation ; when they shall have 
corrupted a few more of the aspirants to ofiice among you, and opened 
an illimitable field for the operations of your heartless land-jobbers and 
slave-merchants, (to secure their influence in e^cting the unholy ,'' 
purposes of their ambition,) how long will ydu be able to resist ttie 
encroachments of their tyrannical influence, or prevent them from' 
usurping and exercising authorilyover you? ARISE IN THE 
MAJESTY OF MORAL POWER, and place the seal of condeni* 
nation upon this flagrant violation of national laws, of human rig^ts^ 
and the eternal, immutable principles of justice. — MiHonal Enqvbrtr 
of PhUMdelpkitL 



80 JOHJf (I. ADAMS. 



JOHN a ADAMS. 



Daring the late war with Great Britain, the militaij and tiaral 
mandera of that nation, issued proclamations inviting the elaves to 
repair to their standards, with promises of freedom and of settlement 
in some of the British colonial establishments. This, surely, was aa 
interference with the institution of slavery in the states. By the treaty 
of peace. Great Britain stipulated to evacuate all the forts and places 
in the United States, without carrying away any slaves. If the 
government of the United States had no authority to interfere, in any 
way, with the institution of slavery in the states, tiiey would not have 
had the authority to require this stipulation. It is well known thi^t 
this engagement was not fulBlled by the British naval and military 
commanders ; that, on the contrary, they did carry awa^ all the slave* 
whom they had induced to join them, and that the British ^vemment 
inflexibily refused to restore any of them to their masters ; Siat a claim 
of indemnity was consequently instituted in behalf of the owners of the 
slaves, and was successfully maintained. All that series of transactions 
Was an interference by congress with the institution of slavery in the 
states in one wa^ — in the way of protection and support It was by 
the institution or slavery alone, that the restitution of slaves enticed by 
proclamations into the British service could be claimed aa property,^ 
but for the institution of slavery, the British commanders could neither 
have allured them to their standard, nor restored them otherwise than 
as liberated prisoners of war. But for the institution of slavery, there, 
could have been no stipulation that they should not be carried away 
ss property, nor any claim of indemnity for the violation of that 
ens^agement. 

But the war power of cong[re8s over the institution of slavery in the 

states is yet far more extensive. Suppose the case of a servile war, 

,£ eomplicated, as to some extent it is even now, with an Indian war; 

- suppose congress were called to raise armies ; to supply money from 
the whole Union to suppress a servile insurrection: would they have 
no authority to interfere with the institution of slavery ? The issue of 
a servile war may be disastrous. By war, the slave may emancipate 
himself; it may become necessary for the master to recognise his 
emancipation, by a treaty of peace ; can it, for an instant, be pretended 
that congress, in such a contingency, would have no authority to 
interfere with the institution of slavery, tit any way, in the states ? 
Why, it would be equivalent to saying, that congress have no consti- 
tutional authority to make peace. 

. I suppose a more portentous case, certainly within the bounds of 

^ flossibility. — ^I would to G^od I could say not within the bounds of 

]Mrobahitity. You have been, if you are not now, at the very point of 

a war wim Mexico — a war, I am sonjr to say, so far as public rumor 

to #bdited, stimulated by provocations on our part from the very com- 

l||{incement of this Administration down to the recent authority given 

N - to General Gaines to invade the Mexican territory. It is said, that 

aof ttTtbe earileBt acts cf this Administration, was a proposal made at 

« time wJteo tbera wis aJjnetdy much VSUkumoc Vn'MUBfto ^Qunat the 
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United States, that she should cede to the United States a very large 
portion of her territory — large enough to constitute nine states equal 
in extent to Kentucky. It must be confessed, that, a device better 
calculated to produce jealousy, suspicion, ill-will, and hatred, coui4 
not have been contrived It is further affirmed, that this overture 
offensive in itself was made precisely at the time when a swarm of 
Golonists.from these United States were covering the Mexican border 
with land-jobbing, and with slaves, introduced in defiance of the 
Mexican laws, by which slavery had been abolished throughout that 
republic. The war nuw raging in Texas is a Mexican civu war, and 
a war for the re-establishment of slavery where it was abolished. It 
is not a servile war, but a war between slavery and emancipation, and 
every possible efibrt has been made to drive us into the war, on the 
side ot slavery. 

And again 1 ask, what will be your cause in such a war ? Aggres- 
sion, conquest, and the re-establishment of slavery, where it has been 
abolished. In that war, sir, the banners oX freedom will be the banners 
of Mexico ; and your banners, I blush to speak the word, will be the 
banners of slavery. 

And how complicated? Your Seminole war is already spreading 
to the Creeks, ana in their march of desolation, they sweep along with 
them your negro slaves, and put anns into their hands to make common 
cause with them against you, and how far will it spread, sir, should a 
Mexican invader, with the torch of Uberty in his hand, and tlie standard 
of freedom floating over bis head, proclaiming emancipation to the slavey 
and revenge to the native Indian, as he goes, invade your soil ? What 
will be the condition of vour states, of Louisiana, of Mississippi, of 
Alabama, of Arkansas, of Missouri, and of Georgia ? Where will be 
your negroes ? Where will be that combined and concentrated mass 
of Indian tribes, whom, by an inconsiderate policy, you have expelled 
from their widely distant habitations, to embody them within a small « 
compass on the very borders of Mexico, as if on puipose to ^ve tha(t '■ 
country a nation of natural allies in their hostilities against you? Sir, 
you have a Mexican, an Indian, and a negro war upon your hands, 
and you are plunging vourself into it blindfold ; you are talking about 
acknowledging the independence of the republic of Texas, and you are 
thirsting to annex Texas, ay, Coahuila, and Tamaulipas, ana Santa 
Fe, from the source to the mouth of the Rio Bravo, to your already 
over-distented dominions. Five hundred thousand square miles of the 
territory of Mexico would not even now quench your ouming thirst for 
a^randizement 

Great Britain may have no serious objection to the independence jof 
Texas, and may be willing enough to take her under her protection,^ > 
a barrier both against Mexico and against you. But, as aggrandize- 
ment to you she will not readily sufler it ; and, above all, she will not 
sufier you to acquire it by conquest and the re-establishment of siMrery.' 
Urged on by the irresistible, overwhelming torrent of public opig^OB, 
Great Britain has recently, at a cost of one hundred millions of doilara. 
which her people have joyfidly paid, abolished a\»x«rj i&scEW(y^!i^&.'«^ 
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not — it is impoodible that sh^ should— stand by and witness a war for tin 
re-esttibiishraent of slavery ; where it had been for years abolished, and 
situated thus in the immediate neighborhood of her islands. She will 
tell yon, that if you must have Texas as a member of your confederacy, 
it must be without the trammels of slavery, and if you will wage a 
war to handcuff and fetter your fellow-man, she will wage the war 
against vou to break his chains. Sir, what a figure, in the eyes of 
mankind, would vou make, in deadly conflict with Great Britain : she 
fighting the battles of emancipation, and you the battles of slavery; 
she the benefactress, and you the oppressor or human kind ! In such 
a war, the enthusiasm of emancipation, too, would unite vast numbers 
of her people in aid of the national rivalry, and all her naturaliealousT 
against our aggrandizement No war was ever so popular in Enslancl^ 
as that war would be against slavery, the slave-trade, and the Anglo* 
Saxon descendant from her own Imns. 

As to the annexion of Texas to your confederation, for what do yon 
want it ? Are you not large and unwieldy enough already ? Do not 
two millions of square miles cover enough for the insatiate rapacity of 
your land-jobbers ? I hope there are none of them within tne sound 
of my voice. Have you not Indians enough to expel from the land of 
their fathers' sepulchres, and to exterminate ? W hat, in a prudential 
and military point of view, would be the addition of Texas to vour 
doniain ? ft would be weakness and not powel*. Is your southern 
and southwestern frontier not sufficiently extensive ? not sufficiently 
feeble? not sufficiently defenceless ? Why are you addins regiment' 
after regiment of dragoons to your standing army ? Why are you 
struggling, by direction and by indirection, to raise pw saltum that 
army from less than six to more than twenty thousand men ? 

A war for the restoration of slavery, where it has been abolished, if 
successful in Texas, must extend overall Mexico; and the example 
will threaten Great Britain with imminent danger of a war of colors 
in her own islands. She will take possession of Cuba and Porto Rico, 
by cession from Spain, or by the batteries from her wooden walls ; 
and if you ask her by what authority she has done it, she will ask you, 
in return, by what authority you have extended your seacoast from 
the Sabine to the Rio Bravo. She will ask vou a question more per- 
plexing namely — by what authority you, with freedom, independence, 
and democracy upon your lips, are waging a war of extermination to 
forge new manacles and fetters, instead of those which are falling 
from the hands and feet of man. She will carry emancipation and 
abolition with her in every fold of her fla^ ; while your stars, as they 
increase in numbers, will be overcast with the murky vapors of op- 
^ pression, and the only portion of your banners visible to tne eye, will 
be the blood-stained stnpes of the task-master ? 
. Little reason have the inhabitants of Georgia and Alabama to com* 
^ain that the government of the United States had been remiss or 
neglectful in protecting them from Indian hostilities; the fact is 
directly the reverse. The people of Alabama and Georma. are now 
^ gBtfj|fa rj' the recoil of their own onlawfid weapons. Georgia, sir, 
^^^^«nP^ by trmmpling vpon the iuAk of mu natiwmiaV tMiftiAa with the 
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Indian tribes, «nd b; subjecting them to bar state laws, Gist Mt tbc 
example of tbal policy which is now In the process of consiiinnialion 
b]i this Indian war. In setting this example, she bade defiance to tho 
aulhoiily of the govemmt'tit uf Ihe nalion ; she nullified your lairs ; 
she set at nao^ht your executive suardiana of tbc common constilu- 
lioo of the iBiidT lo what cilent she carried Ibis policy, the dungeons 
of her prisons and the tocotds of the Supreme Judicial Court of Iba 
United States can telL To those prisons she couimitled inofienaive, 
innoci^nt, pioua ministers of the gospel of truth, for carrying the lightj 
the caiiilbris, and the conB"lation8 of lliat gosptJ to the hearts and 
minds of these unhappy Indians. A solemn deciuon of the Supremo 
Couil of the United States pronounced that act a violation ot your 
Iroaties and your laws. Georgia defied that decision ; your executive 
government never carried it into execution ; [he imprisoned missioa- 
aiies of the gospel were campcllerf lo purchase their ransom from per- 
petual captivity, by sacrificing their riohta aa freemen to tlie meelinesi 
of their principles aa CbnaCians ; and you have Hanctioned all Ibew 
outrages upon justice, law, and humanity, by succumbing to tbe 
power and tbe policy of Qeorgra, by acconi mod atine your legialatioD to 
her arbitrary will ; by tearing lo tatters your old trestiea with the 
Indians, and by constraining them, under prini ^iirlt it dure, to the 
mockery oTsiniing other treaties wii^h you, which, at the first moment 
when it ihairsoit your purpose, you will again tear to tatters aad 
four wmds a heaven, till the Indian I 
itioent, and it shall become a 
H antiqnaiies and historical societies, ic 
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THE LONDON PATRIOT. 

The British public ought to be made aware of what'is going on at 

C resent in Texas ; of the true cause and the true nature of the contest 
etween the Mexican authorities and the American slave-jobbers. 
Texas has long been the Naboth's vineyard of brother Jonathan. 
For twenty years or more, an anxiety has been manifested to push back 
the boundary of the United Stiktes' territory, of which the Sabine river 
'is the agreed line, so as to include the rich alluvial lands of the delta 
of the Colorado, at the head of the Gulf of Mexico. There are stronger 
passions at work, however^ tluin the mere lust of territoTy— deeper 
interests at stake. Texas belongs to a republic which has abolished 
slavery ; the object of the Americans is to convert it into a slaveholding 
state ; not only to make it a field of slave cultivation, and a market 
for the Maryland slave-trade, but, by annexing it to the Federal Union 
to strens^en in congress the preponderating influence of the southern 
slavehofding states. 

This atrocious project is the real origin and cause of the pretended 
contest for Texian independence — a war, on the part of the United 
States, of unprovoked aggression for the vilest of all purposes.— 
Jii^6,1836. 

WILUAM B. REED. 

One of the complaints made by the Texians is that the Mexican 

fovemment will not permit the introduction of slaves, and one of the 
rst fruits of independence and secure liberty (unnatural as is the 
paradox) will be the extension of slavery, and both the domestic and 
ibreign slave-trade, over the limits of a territory large enough to form 
five states as large as Pennsylvania. Such being the result what 
becomes of any real or imaginary balance between the South and 
the' North — the slaveholding and non-slaveholding interests? Five 
or more slaveholding states, with their additional representation, 
thoroughly imbued with southern feeling, thoroughly attached to what 
the South Carolina resolutions now before us, call " the patriarchal 
institution of domestic slavery,'* added to the Union, ana where h ^^ 
the security of the North, and of the interests of free labor ? — The«6 
are q^uestions worth considering — ^the more so, as the war fever which >- 
is now burning in the veins of this community, and exhibiting itself 
in all the usual unreflectinc; expressions of sympathy and resentment, 
has disturbed the judgment of the nation, and distorted every notion 
of right and wron^. Let the Texians win independence as they Can. 
That is their afiair, not ours. But let no statesman that loves liis 
country think of admitting such an increment of slaveholdincr popula- 
tion into this Union. He (Mr. R.) could not but fear that there was 
a deep laid plan to admit Texas into the Union, with a view to an 
increase of slaveholding representation in congress ; and while he 
viewed it in connexion with th^ growing indifJerence perceptible in 
tome ouaifters, he could not but feel melancholy forebodingu— Spewk 
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Tbe following docoment, coiviclenng the avouched character of 
the gentlemen whose names are signed to it, and attest its truth, ia 
iBOtitred to a place in our columns : — J^atimud IntdUgeneer. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

We will not dwell upon the false assurances made to us by men 
firofesaing to be the accredited agents of Texas in this country. At a 
time when the cause of Texas was dark and gloomy, wh^ji Santa 
Anna aeemed designed to carry desolation over the whole country, 
those men were prodigal of promises, and prof^sing to be authorized 
to speak in the name of the Texian Government, made assurances of 
ultimate remuneration, which they knew at the time to be false, and 
which time proved to be so. 

We now state that our personal observation and undoubted inforw 
mation enabled us fully to perceive, 1st. That tbe present population 
of Texas seemed wholfy incapable of a just idea or civil and political 
liberty, and that, so far as tne extension of liberal ftrinciples is c<m- 
. cemed, it is of but little moment whether Mexico or Texas succeed in 
the struggle. 

8d. That the mass of the people, from the highest functionary of 
their pretended government to the humblest citizen (with but few ex- 
ceptions,) are animated alone by a desire of plunder, and appear 
totally indifferent whom they plunder, friends or foes. 

3d. That even now there is really no organized government in the 
country, no laws administered, no judiciary, a perpetual struggle going 
on between the civil and military departments, and neither having the 
confidence of the people, or being worthy of it. 

These facts and others sufficiently demonstrate to us that the cabinet 
was deficient in all the requisites of a good government, and that no 
one in his senses would trust himself, his reputation, or his fortunes, 
to their charge or control. Charged with ireasortf bribery^ and tuur- 
patUmSf weak in their councils, and still weaker in power to enforce 
their orders, we perceived at once that we must look for safety and 
projper inducements elsewhere. We then turned oureyes to the army, 
and a scene still more disheartening presented itself; undisciplined, 
and without an effort to become so ; not a roll called, nor a drill ; no 
regular encampment; no authority nor obedience; with plundering 
parties for sel&emolument, robbing private individuals of their property. 
We Could see nothing to induce us to embark our fortunes and destinies 
with them. With mese views and facts, ye could but sicken and 
wonder at the vile deceptions which had been practised upon us ; yet 
we are told that this people had risen up in their might to vindicate the 
cause of civil and religious liberty. It is a rhodkery of' the very name 
of liberty. They are stimulated by thai motive wluch such men can 
only appreciate — the hope of plunder. They are careless of the form 
of government under which Uiey live, if that government will tolerate 
licentiousness and disorder. Such is a brief, but we sincerely be- 
lieve, a faithful picture of a country to v^hich we were invited with 
■o much assiduity, and such th« manner ia which we were recMfed 
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We mi^t multiply facts in support of each proposition here laid 
down, to show the roiserahle conaition of things in Texas, and the 
utter impossibility that a man of honor could embark in such a cause 
with sucn men. Should it be rendered necessary, we may yet do so ; 
but for the present we will pause with this rematk, that if there be any, 
now, in Kentucky, whose hearts are animated with the desire of an 
honorable fame, or to secure a competent settlement for themselves or 
families, they must look to some other theatre than the plains of Texas. 
We would say to them, Listen not to the deceitful and hypocritical 
allurements of land speculators, who wish you to fight for their 
benefit, and who are as liberal of promises as they arefaUhless in perform* 
once. We are aware of the responsibility which we incur by this 
course* We are aware that we subject ourselves to the misrepresen- 
tations of hired agents and unprincipled landmongers ; but we are 
willing to meet it all, relying upon the integrity of our motives and the 
correctness of our course. 

EDWARD J. WILSON, 
G. L. POSTLETHWAITE. 
Lexington, Sept, 10, 1836. 

NEW-YORK SUN. 

Extract from General Houston's letter to Greneral Dunlap of Narii* 
ville— 

**For a portion of this fsree we must look to the United States, It 
cannot reach us too soon. There is but one feeling in Texas, in my 
ojHnbn, and that is to establish the independence of Texas, and to be 
attached to the United StatesJ*^ 

Here, then, is an open avowal by the commander-in-chief of the 
Texian army, tiiat American troops will be requued to seize and sever 
this province of the Mexican republic, for the purpose of uniting it tQ 
ours ; and this avowal is made by a distingmshed American citizen, 
in the very ^ce of that glorious constitution of his country, which wisely 
gives no power to its citizens tor acquiring fordign territory by conquesl^ 
meir own territory being more than ampW sufficient to gratify any safe 
ambition ; and in the nice, too, of the following solemn and sacred 
contract of his country with the sister republic which he would dis- 
member: - 

'* There shall be a firm, inviolable, and universal peace, and a true 
and sincere friendship between the United States of America, and the 
United Mexican States, in all the extent of their possessions and terri- 
tories, between tiieir people and citizens respectively, without distinction 
ofpersons or places." 

In the earlier days of our republic, when a hi^-minded and honop- 
able fideUty to its constitution was an object proudly paramount to 
every mercenary consideration that might contravene it, an avowed 
design of this kind against the possessions of a nation with whom the 
United States were at peace, would have subjected its author^if a 
dtn^ to the charge of high treason, and to its consecjuences. When 
Aaron Bun and his associates were supposed to meditate tJaa ^»ckR^^wfi^ 
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of Mexico, and attempted to raise troopg in the southern states fo 
achieve it, the^ were arrested for treason, and Burr, their chief, was 
tried for his life. Biit now, behold ! the conquest of a part of the same 
country is an object openly proclaimed, not in the letters of Greneral 
Houston alone, but by many of our wealthiest citizens at public ban- 
quets, and by the hireUng presses in the chief cities of our Union. The 
annexation of a foreign territory to our own by foreign conauest, being 
thus unblushingly avowed, and our citizens, who are mte^ral portions of 
our national sovereignty, bein^ openly invited and incited to j<»n the 
crusade with weapons of war, it becomes an interesting moral inquiry 
— ^what is there m the public mind to excuse or even to palliate so 
flagrant a prostitution of national faith and honor in these days, any 
more than m the days that are past ? The answer is ready at hand, 
and is irrefutable. An extensive and well organized gang or swindlers 
in Texas lands^ have raised the cry, and the standard of ** liberty !" 
and to the thrilhng chanii of this clorious word, which stirs the blood 
of a free people, as the blast of the bugle arouses every nerve of the 
warhorse, nave the generous feelings of our citizens responded in ardent 
delusion. But, as the Commercial Advertiser truly oeclares, ** Never 
was the Goddess of American liberty invoked more unrighteously ;" 
and we cannot but believe that the natural sagacity, gooa sense, and 
proud regard for their national honor, for which our citizens are distin- 
guished m the eyes of all nations, wiU speedily rescue them from the 
otherwise degrading errw in which that vile crew of mercenary hjrpo^ 
.critical swindlers would involve them. The artful deceivers, however, 
have not relied upon the generosity and noble synipathy only of our 
fellow citizens, for they insidiously presented a bribe to excite their 
cupidity also. 

NEUTRALITY ! 

Next the Texian revolution. Was it not laughable to see these 
Texians, all of them, generally speaking, slaveholders ; adhering to 
the constitution of 1824, one article of which emancipates all the slaves 
in Mexico ! Was it not laughabje to see them proclaiming a consti- 
tution, of which, eleven years ago, the Americans in Texas had pro* 
hibited the proclamation by the Mexican authorities there, under the 
heaviest threats ! — What man of common sense can believe in this 
kumbttg ? None, gentlemen ; none but those that have risked their 
thousands in this country ; and they, whoever they may be, feign to 
believe it The statements made throughout the United States, of 
tyranny and oppression on the part of Mexico toward the American 
citizens in Texas, are slanderous falsehoods, fabricated to create; and 
nurture the worst prejudices and jealousies. The Americans in Texas 
have had their own way in everv case, and on every occasion ; and 
whenever there happened a legislative act that was, from any cause, 
repugnant to the reelings of the people of Texas, it was- silenced at 
once. In short, if there has existed a good cause of complaint in Texas, 
it was that men were too much their own masters, and too little under 
the restraint of any law. Any allegation to the effect that the Mexican 
go?enunent had deceived citizens of the United States in relation to 
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promises of kinds first macle to them, is false, and I defy any one to 
show a forfeiture of title to lands, when the conditions of the grant had 
beeii fidfiUed by the settler. 

Now, sir, as to the war ; here I will ask Americans, (except the 
speculators,) how many military incursions, insurrections, and rebel- 
lions, avowedly for the purpose of snatching Texas from its proper 
owners, will, in their mind, justify Mexico in driving from its temtonen, 
the pirates that would thus possess themselves of the countxy ? Be it 
remembered, that these revolutions have never been attempted by the 
resident citizens of Texas, but in every case by men organized in the 
United States for the purpose and coming from afar : why, a single 
provocation of this nature were ample justification ; but Texas has, 
from the time of the adjustment of the boundary by Wilkinson and 
Ferrara, experienced seven or eight 

The Americans (I mean the r^ulars) and Texians, appear to 
understand each other perfectly. The neutrality is preserved on the 
part of General Gaines, by allowing all volunteers, and other organized 
corps destined for Texas, to pass m hundreds and thousands undis- 
turbed, but keeps in check any attempt on the part of ^e native 
Mexicans and Indians, to act a^nst the Texians. The Texians are 
allowed to wage war against a friendly power, in a district erf" country 
claimed by the United States. The prisoners of war taken by the 
Texians are ignorant to which party they are subject. The American 
general claims the country only from Mexico, but has no objections to 
uie carrying on of war against Mexico in the district he claims ! Pray, 
sir, let Americans speak honestly, and let them say whether any gov- 
ernment has, within the last century, placed itself in so ridiculous a 
light ? — not only ridiculous, but contemptible. Will not any honest 
man confess at once that General Gaines, or any authority clothins 
.him with the discretion so indiscreetly used, would never have dreamea 
of the like against a government abie and ready to defend itself, and 
punish such arrogance ? What is Europe to say to this? Will not 
Mexico complain ? And will there be no sympathy for her ? — Letter 
to the EdUors of the J^ew-York Commercial Advertiser, dated ^aeog- 
doges, Texas, September 14, 1S36. 

[Alas, for our national degeneracy and infamy; — \a 1811, the sus- 
picion of being accessory to this horrible outrage against the laws of 
nature, and of nations, led a to distinct charge in the &ial for treason of] 

GENERAL WILKINSON. 

Charge Y. — ^Thathe, the said James Wilkinson, while commandins 
the army of the United States, by virtue of his said commission, and 
being bound by the duties of his office to do all that in him lay, to 
discover and to frustrate all such enormous violations of the law as 
tended to endanger the peace and tranquillity of the United States, did, 
nevertheless, unlawfully combine and conspire to set on foot a military 
expedition against the territories of a nation, then at peace with the 
United States. 

Spee^ation^ Ue, the said James Wilkinson^ ia tK<^ i^»s% V^"^ ^ss^ 
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1806, combming and conspiring with Aaron Burr and his associateiu 
to set on foot a militaiy expedition against the Spanish provinces and 
territories in America. — fFufcwwon'f Ttfemotr*, VoL, JI, 

THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE AND TEXAa 

By a treaty between Great Britain and Spain, for the suppression 
cf tne slave-trade, concluded in 1817, the British government was 
authorized to ap(>oint commissioners to reside in Cuba, who^ with 
Spanish commisaoners, were to form a court for the adjudication of 
such ships as might be seized with slaves actually on board. 

The British commissioners from time to time make reports to their 
flpvemment, which are laid before Parliament, and published by their 
mrectibn. 

The following are extracts from a report, dated Ist January, 1836. 

** Never since the establishment of this mixed commission, Ims the 
rifi^trade of Uie Havana reached such a disgraceful pitch as during 
the year 1835. By the list we have the honor to enclose, it will bo 
•em that fifty slave vessels have safely arrived in this port during the 
year just expired. In 1833, there were twenty-seven arrivals, and in 
1834, thirty-three ; but 1835 presents a number, by means of which 
there must have bee^ landed upwards of fifteen thousand negroes. 

^ In the spring of last year an American agent from Texas pur* 
chased in the Havana two hundred and fifty newly imported AfHcans, 
at two hundred and seventy dollars a head, and earned them away 
with him to that district of Mexico— having first procured from the 
American Consul here certificates of their freedom. This, perhaps, 
would have been scarcely worth mentioning to your lordship, had we 
not learned, that within the last six weeks, considerable sums of 
money have been deposited by the American citizens in certain mer- 
cantile houses here, for the purpose of making additional purchases of 
bozal negroes for Te^as. According to ue laws of Mexico, we 
believe such Africans are free, whether tney have certificates of freedom 
ct not ; but we doubt much whether this freedom will be more than 
nominal under their American masters, or whether the whole system 
may not be founded on some plan of smuggling them across the frontier 
of tne slave states of the Union. However this may be, a great impulse 
is thus given to this illicit traffic of the Havana ; and it is not easy for 
us to point out to government what remonstrances ought to be made 
on the subject since the American settlers in Texas are almost as 
independent of American authority as they are of Mexico. These 
lawless people will doubtless, moreover assert, that they buy negroes 
m the Havana with a view to their ultimate emancipation. We 
thought the first experiment to be of little consequence — but now that 
we perceive fresh commissions arriving in the Havana for the purchase 
of Africans, we cannot refrain from ouling your lordship's attention to 
the fact, as being another cause of the increase of the slave-trade in 
the Havana." 

T^e foregomg throws light on the following recent article in tba 
Albany Argus : — 
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<*The fate of Henry Bartow, late of the Commercial Bank of this 
city, has been at length definitely ascertained. The agent sent out 
by the bank has returned, and states tliat Bartow died at Marianne^ 
near Columbia, in Texas, on the 30th of June last, of the fever of the 
country, after an illness of about four weeks. He had purchased a 
fiirm on the Brassos, and, in company with a native of tne country^ 
had commenced an extensive plantation, and sent $10,000 to Cvla 
for the purchase of slaves. 

We grant that Texas would i>re8ent us an immense territory of 
rich spil, and would be another brilliant star in our standard. On the 
other hand she would ^ve us h^ quarrel with Mexico— add to our 
unwieldly slave incumbrance — and ^ve the balance of power to the 
southern and southwestern states. We much question whether the 
United States should ever add more states to the confederacy. 
Already we are rent by the fiercest internal dissension. The North 
and South, the East and West, have their local feelings — ^which are 
becoming more strong and definite every day. As it is, we are in 
constant and. hourly danger of splitting. The time must come ulti- 
mately, and when it does it will be wim terrible power. Why then 
should we burthen ourselves with still another local interest that must 
tend rapidly to hasten this result 7 

But another strong reason against such an annexaticm is the &ct 
that it is a. slaveholding countiy. The northern people doffer relative 
to the expediency of interfering with this subject; but they all admit 
that it is an evil, dangerous to our safety as a nation. It is univer- 
sally acknowledged that the slave population may ultimately become 
unmanageable by rapid increase ; and when it dfoes we may e:ti>ect 
to see re-enacted the fearful, blood-curdling scenes of the West Inaies. 
It is obvious, therefore, it would be highly impolitic to add such a 
slave market as Texas to the Union. — Detroit Spectator, 

Were any further proof wanting to convince those at all conversant 
with' the subject, that Texas will speedily become a §reat slave mart, 
the following article from the Liberia Herald, will furnish it We have 

E roved, time and again, by the most indubitable testimony, (and the 
Lct should be kept constantly before the people,) that the great cause 
which led to the rupture between the innabitants of Texas and the 
mother country, was a determination on their part to traffic in slaves, 
which is strictly forbidden by the constitution of Mexica How 
northern men, therefore, who profess to be opposed to slavCTv, can 
with any degree of consistency lend their influence in behalf of Texas, 
is more than can be accounted for. The fact is, they are not opposed 
to slavery ; and we unhesitatingly declare, that every one who has 
taken the pains to inform himself of the first causes of the Te^an inc> 
surrection, is at heart a slaveholder, if he ie m %.W3 \«a»x»Kt ^^^f^^^^ 
cause of the kisurgents. By "de^cnain^ 'T «»»;'' >ft '^^""^^^t^^ 
Bad rartaai/yJBstif^ng the endavewwal q« Ytt»>aw««^x,^«^ >^ '^^ 
Miertjf.iM the very qninteeflence oC Viyvocjc«5. . ^^ , ^ya«» 
SM Te»M fo^admitted into tiSft^i^^^ 'TVaX Na^ 'Q"-^^ 

4» 
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now. Her independence has already been recognised by our gorem- 
ment; but it is yet to be decided whether this nation is to be cursed 
with an extension of its slave territory. What say you, freemen of 
tfa» North ? Shall Texas be admitted into the Union ? Will yoa 
willingly hug a viper to your own bosoms ? There is But one atter- 
native left you — ^inundate congress, at its next session, with remon- 
strances against the admission of Texas, or you sign at once the 
death warrant of American freedom. 

Efforts are already being made for the admission of Florida as a 
slaveholdin^ state. Should these eflR)rts prove successful — ^butmay 
heaven forbid it! — should Texas also be admitted, the slaveholding 
states would outnumber the free states — there being already thirteen 
slave to thirteen free states. And Texas alone is sufficiently lai^ 
for, and probably will ultimately be divided into, some six or ei^ 
states. The liberty of the free states would exist only in name, were 
they to be outnumbered by the slave states. In such an event, a 
darner cloud would han^ over the United States than ever did before : 
and wo to that "fanatic" who might then talk of the abolition of 
daveiT, even in the District of Columbia ! We might then expect to 
see all the horrors of slavery — horrors to which those of tiie Frendb 
revolution bear but a feeble comparison — ^visited upon the heads of all 
who might dare to raise their voice in behalf of their down-trodden 
colored orethren \ 

Shall Texas be admitted into the Union ? We a«un ask. Free- 
men, will you wilUngly submit to the manacles of slavery ? If you 
would not, arouse from your slumbers, and thunder in the ears of the 
tyrants who are already forging chains for you and your children, 
your detennination still to be free. — jFVom %ht •Ameriean Citizen, 

SUne Trade. — ^We have learned that great calculations are already 
making by slavers on the coast, on the increased demand and ad:- 
yance<r pnce of slaves which it is confidently anticipated will take 
place on the erection of Texas into an independent government It 
pas been rumored that offers have been made by a commercial house 
in New Orleans, to a slaver on the coast, for a certain number of 
slaves, to be delivered in a specified period ; and the only circumstance 
which prevented the consummation of the bargain was, that the slaver 
refused to be responsible for the slaves after they should be put on 
board. These facts, we think are important to be known, as the 
christian and philanthropic world may learn from them what they are 
Qjdiolding when they are defending T'exas. — Liberia Heratd. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

But when we come to speak of admitting new states, the subject 
asgumea an entirely di^rent aspect Our rights and our duties are 
tbea bath dif^rent. 
The £9e aUttea, and all the states, aie then %! ISbettj V>%w!«vMit 
ioregecL When it is propoeed to Mns new mentoetarnXo ^OcaB ^^RWr- 
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■och new members are to come in, and what thej^ are to bring along 
with them. In my opinion, the people of the United States will not- 
consent to bring a new, vastly extensive, a slaveholding country, 
large enough for half a dozen or a dozen states,, into the Union. 
In my opinion they ought not to consent to it Ind^d I am altogether 
at a loss to conceivej what possible benefits any part of this country 
can expect to derive from such annexation. . All benefit, to any part 
is at least doubtful and uncertain ; the objections obvious, plain, and 
strong. On the general question of slavery, a ^reat portion of the 
comnmnity is already strongly excited. The subject has not only at- 
tracted attention as a question of politics, but it has struck a &r deeper 
toned chord. It has arrested the religious feelings of the country ; it has 
taken strong hold on the consciences of men. He is a rash man, 
indeed, little conversant with human nature, and especially has he a 
very erroneous estimate of the character of the people of* this country, 
who supposes that a feeling of this kind is to be trifled with, ordespised. 
It will assuredly cause itseu to be respected. It may be reasoned with, it 
may be made wilUns, I believe it is entirely willing to fulfil all existing 
engagements, and all existing duties, to uphold and defend the con- 
stitution, as it is established, with whatever regrets about some provi- 
sions, which it does actually contain. But to coerce it into silence, 
— to endeavor to restrain its free expression, to seek to compress and 
confine it, warm as it is and more - neated as such endeavors would 
inevitably render it, — should all this be attempted, I know nothing 
even in the constitution, or in the Union it»elf, which would not 
be endangered by the explosion which might follow. 

I see, therefore, no pohtical necessity for the annexation of Texas to 
the Union ; no advantages to be derived from it ; and objections to it, 
of a strong, and in my judgment, decisive character. — Address in J^Tibk^s 
Garden, 1837. 

WILUAM JAY. 

Fellow citizens, a crisis has arrived in which we must maintain our 
lightsl or surrender them for ever. I speak not to abolitionists alone, 
but to all who value the liberty of our fathers achieved. Do you ask 
what we have to do with slavery? — Let our muzzled presses answer — 
let the mobs excited against us by merchants and politicians answer — 
let the gag laws threatened by our governors and legislatures answer, 
let the conduct of the National Government answer. In 1826^ Mexico 
and Columbia being at war with Spain, proposed carrying their armies 
into Cuba, a Spanish colony. These republics had abohshed slavery 
within their own limits, and it was feared that if they conquered Cuba 
they would give liberty to the thousands there enchained. And 
what did our liberty-loving government dol Why they sent on 
■pedal messengeni to Panama to threaten our sister re^bUsAHrS^ 
WAR if they dared to invade Cuba. li^ot -waa \iK» «»i \ ^ \sfins»\s2t :;«^> 
gent to Spain, and ordered to urge uvon >3a» ^^«»^,^«^^^^ 
poUey of making peace with his revo\\«A c«AoDai»,V»iX^ ^IS^ 
liBiiM^ iMw^ • miUiiM of bwn^ 
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rights of man. What have we to do with slavery ? Is it nothing that 
nineteen Senators were found to vote for a bill establishing in «verT 
post town a censorship of the press, and that a citizen of New York 
gave a casting vote in favor or the abomination, and has received as 
&s reward, the office of President of the United States ? Is it nothing 
that our own representatives have spumed our petitions at the man- 
date of slaveholders ? What have we to do with slavery ? Look at 
the loathsome community, just sprung into being on our soathem 
border, the progeny of treason ana robbery, a vile republic, organized 
for the express purpose of re-establishing slavery on a soil from which 
it had been lately expelled ; and providmg for its perpetual continu- 
ance by constitutional provisions, and daring to insult us, with the 
offer of^^a monopoly of its trade in human flesh. — Yet northern specu- 
lators and politicians in conjunction with slaveholders, are now plotting 
to compel us to receive this den of scorpions into our bosom, to admit 
Texas into our confederacy, with a territory capable of fumishins eight 
or nine more slave states, and by thus giving to the enemies of human 
rights, an over whelmning majority in congress, to subject this northern 
country to the dominion of the South ; and perhaps before lon^ to 
cause the crack of the whip and the clank of chains to re-echo on our 
hills, and our fields to be polluted with the blood and tears of slaves. 
To effect a speedy union with Texas, endeavors are now making to 
involve us in a war with Mexico, and when the unholy alliance shall 
have been consummated, then farewell to repubhcan freedom, to 
christian morals, to happiness at home, or to respect abroad. This 
fair land, once the glory of all lands, will become a bye word, a re- 
proach, and a hissing to all people, and we and our children will he 
taught by bitter experience, what the North had to do with slavery. — 
Address, July 4, 1837. 

THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 

Texas. 

Mr. Barlow Hot rose to call the attention of the House to the pre- 
sent state of afiairs in the Texas. — The importance of that territory 
was well known to all who were acquainted with its geographical 

SOsition. Mr. Huskisson, aware that the United Stetes would be 
esirous to annex the Texas to their territory, laid it down as a maxim, 
that Great Britain should on no account allow America to extend her 
boundary in the direction of Meipco. — ^It was notorious that an enov- 
mous importation of slaves took place into the Texas, and if this 
system were allowed to continue, all the sums which we had expended 
in endeavoring to suppress the traffic in slaves would have been 
thrown away. If we did not co-operate with Mexico in endeavouring 
to preserve the Texas for Mexico, and thus to prevent the importation 
(^ slaves into the Mexican territory, we had better at once withdraw 
(mr Beet fromAke coast of Africa, and abandon Sierra Leone. The 
United States, appettred to be acting a ^tHleBa WV ^ ^Sd«!I V«ot Uib 
Aoaadatj gaeatioa open both wi^ cespect U> mUcimx^ veA QitMl 
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open, it ought to have been settled long since^ as it would have been, 
ir the Unit^ States had accepted the mediation of the King of Holland. 
It was not the standard of liberty and independence which was 
raised in the l^exas, but the pirate's fla^ under cover of which the 
slave-trade was carried on^ We had interfered in the affairs of 
Holland and Belgium, Portugal and Spain; wh^, then, should we 
not remonstrate in a friendly manner with the United States upon the 
conduct which they were pursuing with regard to the Texas ? 

Mr. O'Connel thought that humanity was indebted to the Hon. 
Member for brining this question before the House. It was only by 
the expression oi public opinion that we could hope to check the pro- 
gress of one of the most horrible evils the human mind could contem- 
plate — ^viz. the formation of eight or nine additional slaveholdin^ states. 
The revolt of Texas was founded on nothing else but the abolition of 
slavery by the Mexican government. In 1&4, the Mexican govern- 
ment had pronounced that no person after that period should be bom 
a slave. In 1829 they went further, and abolished slavery, and 
immediately followed the revolt of the landholders, ^vho had settled 
themselves in Texas. Who could contemplate without horror the 
calculation, as in the case of stocking a farm, what was the necessary 
complement of men and women, and when they would be ready and 
ripe for the market? It was a blot which no other countiy but 
America had ever yet sufiered to stain its history — no nation on the 
face of the earth had ever been degraded by such crimes, except the 
high-spirited North American RcpubUc Talk of the progress of 
democratic principle ! No man admired it more than he did. AVhat 
became of it when its principal advocates could not be persuiided to 
abstain from such species of traffic as this ? Texas had speculated on it 

Colonel Thompson asked whether it was not the met that all th6 
inhabitants of this province were Americans, and not Mexicans? It 
had been said in former times, uH Romane vinds, ibi habUaa; and 
with equal truth it might now be said,. that where an American con- 
quered there he carried slavery as a necessary.of life.~Jtfarc^ dth^ 1837. 

RELIGIOUS AND MORAL TESTIMONY. 

PRESBYTERMJ^ SYJ^OD of JVVw York and PhUadelphia, 1787. 

The Synod of New York and Philadelphia, (1787,) do highly 
approve of the general principles in favor of universal liberty that pre- 
vail in America, and the interest which many of the states have taken 
in promoting the abolition of slavery. They earnestly recommend it 
to all the members belonging to their communion, to give those per- 
sons who are at present held in servitude, such good education as to 
prepare them for the better enjoyment of freedom. And they more- 
over recommend that masters, whenever they find servants disposed 
to make a just improvement of the privilege, would give them a pecu- 
lium, or grant them sufficient time, and sufficient means of procuring 
their own Uberty at a moderate rat« : that thereby they may be brou^t 
into society with those habits of industry that uua.^ x«!i&sst^^BS9ox>aa^!^ 
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citizens. And finally, they recooAiiend it to all their people to use the 
most prudent measures, consistent with the interests and the state of 
civil society in the countries where they live, to procure eventually the 
final abolition oTslaveiy in America. 

Jidviee given by the Jissemhly, in rtUtHon to SUnery, in 1815. 

'*The General Assembly have repeatedly declared their cordial 
approbation of those principles of civil liberty whieh appear to be 
recognized by the Federal and State governments, in these United 
States. They have eitpressed their regret that the slavery of the 
Africans and (^ their descendants still continues in so many places, 
and even among those within the pale of the Church ; and have urged 
the Presbyteries under their care, to adopt such measures as will 
secure at least to the rising generation of slaves, within the bounds of 
the Church, a religious education ; that they may be prepared for the 
exercise and enjoyment of liberty, when Grod, in his providence may 
open a door for their emancipation. 

*^JlfuU exprestum of the Assembly's views of Slavery^ in 1818. 

''We consider the voluntary enslaving of one part of the human 
race by another, as a gross violation of the most precious and sacred 
rights of human nature ; as utterly inconsistent with the law of God 
which requires us to love our neighbor as ourselves ; and as totally 
irreconcilable ^ath the spirit and principles of the gospel of Christ, 
w I Itch cnioin that 'all things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them.' Slavery creates a paradox in the 
moral system — it exhibits rational, accountable, and immortal beings 
in such circumstances as scarcely to leave them the power of moral 
action. It exhibits them as dependant on the will of others, whether 
they shall receive religious instruction : whether they shall know and 
worship the true God ; whether they shall enjoy the ordinances of the 
gospel ; whether they shall perform the duties and cherish the endear- 
ments of husbands and wives, parents and children, neighbors and 
friends ; whether they shall preserve th^ chastity and purity, or 
regard the dictates oi justice and humanity. Such are some of the 
consequences of slavery ; consequences not itM^naryf but which coa- 
nect themselves with its very existence. The evils to which the slave 
is always exposed, often take place in their very worst degree and form ; 
and where all of them do not take place, still the slave is deprived of 
his natural ri^ts, degraded as a human being, and exposed to the 
danger of passing into the hand of a master who may inflict upon him 
all me hardships and injuries which inhumanity and avance may 

"We enjoin it on all Church Sessions and Presbyteries to discoun- 
tenance, and as far as possible to prevent all cruelty, of whatever kind, 
in the treatment of slaves ; especially the cruelty of separating husband 
and wife, parents and children ; and that which consists in selling 
slaves to those who will either themselves deprive those unhappy 
pecfh ef tilie blenungs of the gospd, or who wiU transport them to 
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places where the gospel is not pro Aimed, or where it is forbidden to 
slaves to attend upon its institutions. The manifest violation or dis- 
regard of this injunction, ou^ht to be Considered as just ground for the 
discipline and censures of the Church. And if it shaU ever happen 
that a Christian professor in our communion shall sell a slave who is 
also in communion with our Church, contrary to his or her will and 
inclination, it ought immediatelv to claim the particular attention of the 
proper Church judicature ; ana unless there be such peculiar circum- 
stances attending the case as can but seldom happen, it ought to be 
jfbllowed without delay, by a suspension of the om^nder from all the 
privileges of the Church, till he repent and make all the reparation in his 
power to the injured party." — Digest of the General ^esemblyf page 341. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

There is only one Condition previously required of those who desire 
admission into these societies, a desire to flee from the wrath to come, 
and to be saved fh>m their sins. But wherever this is really ^xed in 
the soul, it ivill be shown by its fruits. It^ is therefore expected of all 
who continue therein, that tKey should continue to evidence their desire 
of salvation, by doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind, especially 
that which is most generally practised, such as — ^*the buying and 
selling of men, women, or children, with an intention to enslave themJ** 

Of slavesrt, — ^nesHon. — What shall be done for the extirpation 
of the evil of slavery ? 

Answer 1. — We declare that we are as much as ever convinced of 
the great evil of slavery ; therefore, no slisLveholder shall be eligible to 
any official station in our Church hereafter ; where the laws of the 
state in which he lives will admit of emancipation, and permit the 
liberated slave to enjoy freedom. 

Answer 2. — When any travelling preacher becomes an owner of a 
slave or slaves, by any means he shall forfeit his ministerial character 
in our Church, unless he execute, if it be practicable, a le^ emanci- 

Eation of sudi slaves, conformably to the laws of the state m which he 
ves. — Doctrine and Discipline, 

SAMUEL HOPKINS, D. D. 

Are you sure your slaves have a sufficiency of good food, in season ; 
and that they never want for comfbi table clothing and bedding ? Do 
you take great care to deal as well by them in these things, as you 
would wish others would treat your own children, were they slaves in 
a strange land ? If your servants complain, are you ready to attend 
to them ? Or do you in such cases frown upon them, or do something 
worse, so as to discourage their ever applying to you, whatever they 
may^ sufier, having learned that this would only be making bad worse 7 
Do you never fly into a passion, and deal with them in great an^er, 
deciding matters respecting them, and threatening them, and giving 
sentence concerning them, from which they have no appeal, and 
perhaps proceed to correct them, when to a calm bystander ^Q>aL v^\r«x 
more fit to be confined in a bedlam, thau to \»Ne vwa w>N«t«v«yi^\w>»»8- 
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trollable doiiiinion over your brelhren, as the sole lawgiver, judse, and 
executioner ? Do not even your children domineer over your slaves ? 
Must they not often be at Uie beck of an ungovemed, peevish child in 
the family ; and if they do not run at his or her call, and are not all 
submission and obedience, must they not expect the frowns of their 
masters, if not the whip ? 

If none of these things, my good sir, take place in your family, have 
we not reason to think you a most singular mstance ? How common 
are things of this kind, or worse, taking place between masters and 
their slaves ? In how few instances, if in any, are slaves treated, as 
the masters would wish to have their own children treated, in' like dr- 
cumstances ? How few are fit to be masters ? To have the sovereign 
dominion over a number of their fellow men, being his property, and 
wholly at his disposal ; who must abide his sentence and oraers, how- 
ever unreasonable, without any possibility of relief? 

But are we at the same time making slaves of many thousands of 
our brethren, who have as good a right to liberty as ourselves, and to 
whom it is as sweet as it is to us, and the contrary as dreadful ! Are 
we holding them 4n the most abject, miserable state of slavery, without 
the least compassionate feeling towards them or their posterity . utterly 
refusing to take off" the oppressive galling yoke ! Oh, the shocking, 
the intolerable inconsistency ! And mis gross, barefaced inconsistency 
is an open, practical condemnation of holding these our brethren in 
slavery ; and in these circumstances the crime of persisting in it becomes 
unspeakably greater and more provoking in God's sight ; so that all 
the former unrighteousness ana cruelty exercised in this practice, it 
innocence, compared with the awful guilt that is now contracted. 
And in allusion to the words of our Saviour, it may with ^cat truth 
and propriety be said, "If he had not thus come in ms Providence, and 
spoken unto us, (comparatively speaking,) we had not had. sin, in 
making bond-slaves oi our brethren ; but now, we have no cloak for 
our sin." — Dialogue on African Slavery , 1776, republished 1785, by tlu 
JVl F. ManunUssion Society^ tohose president was John Jay, 

JONATHAN EDWARDS. 

The eradication, or even the diminution of compassion, tenderness, 
and humanity, is certainly a great depravity of heart, and must be 
followed with correspondent depravity of manners. And measures 
which lead to such depravity of heart and manners, cannot but be 
extremely hurtful to the state, and consec^uently are extremely impolitic. 

African slavery is exceedingly impolitic, as it discourages inaustiy. 
Nothing is more essential to the political prosperity of any state, than 
industry in the citizens. But in proportion as slaves are multiplied, 
every kind of labor becomes ignominious ; and in fact, in those of the 
United States, in which slaves are the most numerous, gentlemen and 
ladies of any fashion disdain to employ themselves in business, which 
in other states is conisistent with the dignity of the first families and 
JSrst oSiceB, In a country filled with negro slaves, labor belongs to 
tAeta only, and a white man is despised in proportion as be apphes to 
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h. Now how destractiTe to industry in all of the lowest and middle 
dasses of citizens, such a situation, and the prevalence of such ideas 
will be, yon can easily conceive. The consequence is, that some will 
nearly starve, others wiU betake themselves to the nfost dishonest 
practices, to obtain the means of living. 

As slavey produces indolence in the white people, so it produces 
an those vices which are naturally connected with it ; such as intem- 
perance, lewdness, and prodigality. These vices enfeeble both €ae 
body and the mind, and unfit men for any vigorous exertions and em- 
ployments, either external or mental ; and those who are unfit for such 
exertions, are already a. very degenerate race; degenerate, not only 
in a moral, but a natural sense. They are contemptible too^ and wiU 
soon be despised even by their negroes themselves. 

Slavery has a most direct tendency to haughtiness also, and a domi- 
neering spirit and conduct in the proprietors of the slaves, in their 
children, and in all who have the control of them. A man who has 
been bred up in domineering over negroes, can . scarcely avoid con- 
tracting such a habit of haughtiness and domination, as will express 
itself in his general treatment of mankind, wheUier in his private 
capacity, or m any ofiice, civil or militair, with which he may be 
vested. Despotism in economics naturally leads to despotism in 
politics, and oomestic slavery in a firee government is a perfect solecism 
m numan afikirs. — The Injustice and ImpoUey of the atave'trade and of 
the BUmery of the Africans — a Sermon in J^eio Haveny Sept, 15, 1791. 

ELI AS HICKS. 

We, in an enlightened age, have greatly surpassed, in brutality and 
injustice, the most ignorant and barbarous ages ; and while we are 
pretending to the finest feelings of humanity, ar9 exercising unpre- 
cedented cruelty. We have planted slavery m the rank soil of sordid 
avarice ; and the product has been misery in the extreme. 

The slavedealer, the slaveholder, and the slavedriver are virtually 
the aoents of ^ consumer. Whatever we do by another, we do 
ours^es. 

JESSE TORREY, Ja. 

To enunierate all the horrid and aggravating instances of man- 
stealing, which are known to have occurred in the state of Delaware. 
witUn the recollection of many of the citizens of that state would 
require a volume. In many cases, whole families of firee colored people 
have been attacked in the night, beaten nearly to death with clubs, 
sagged and bound, and dragged into distant and hopeless captivity ; 
feavm^ no traces behind, except the blood from their wounds. 

Dunns the last winter, the nouse of a free black family was broken 
open, and its defenceless inhabitants treated in the manner just men- 
tioned, except that the mother escaped from their merciless grasp, 
while On their way to the state of Maryland. The plunderers, of whom 
there were nearly half a dozen, conveyed their prey upon horses ;^ and. 
the woman bemg placed on one of the Vxoni»ft^>a^Q»v^'voK^^^s^^^ ~ 
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opportunity, as they were passing a house, and sprang ofil Not^riug 
to pursue oer, they proceeded on, leaving her youngest child h little 
farther along, by the side of the road, in expectation, it is supposed, 
that its cries would attract the nu)ther ; but sno prudently waited until 
morning, and recovered it again in safety. 

From the best information that I have had opportunities to collect, 
in travelling my various routes through the states of Delaware ana 
Maryland, I am fully convinced that there are, at this time, within the 
jurisdiction of the United States, several thousands of le^ly free 
people of color, toiling under the yoke of involuntary servitude, and 
transmitting the same fiite to their posterity! — Doneitic Slavetymid 
Kidnapping. 

JOHN KENRICK. 

" 7%e Horrors of Slavery,** — ^To invite attention to this melandioly 
subject, and to excite sympathy for the suffering, is the object of tl^s 
publication. The compiler firmly believes that nis countrymen stand 
exposed to the righteous rebukes of Providence for this glaring incon- 
sistency and inhumanity ; that whether they shall be tried at the bar 
of reason, the bar of conscience, or the bar of God, they may justly be 
condemned out of their own mouths ; and that all their arguments, and 
all their fightings for liberty, may be produced as evidence, that as a 
people, they do unto others as tney would not that others should do 
unto them. The sutierin^ and degraded sons of Africa are groaning 
under bondage in a land of boasted freedom, — nay, groaning under 
oppression from the hands of men who would probably involve a whole 
nation in war and bloodshed — or even set the world on fire, rather than 
submit to a fiflidh part of the violation of natural rights which they 
inflict on the AfrfCan race. 

Whenever the government of the United States shall come to the 
.righteous and consistent determination, that all the inhabitants shaU b$ 
free, it is believed that no insurmountable obstacles will be found in 
the way of its accomplishment Whether it would be just, and equal, 
and eligible, to take money from the public treasury to redeem African 
slaves, may possibly become a question for the consideration of con- 
^ss. It may not, however, be amiss for the people to inquire whether 
It would be more just and equitable to continue to withhold from more 
than a million (now two millions) of our fellow beings those essential 
blessing, without which we ourselves should consider hfe insupportable. 

If it should be Djleaded that the powers of the general government 
are too limited to ensure the personal, civil, and religious liberties (j£ 
all ; can a doubt be entertained of the readiness of uie people, when 
they fairiy understand the subject, to enlarge those powers to any 
extent necessary for the attainment df an object of sucn transcendant 
importance ? To say ** they would not,'' would be to utter a most 
ehameful libel against a majority of the freemen of the United States. 
•^The Horrors ^ Slavery, 
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THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

Wd now come to oar own country, the United States. And whtt 
ahall weBay ? What must we say ? What does the tnith coinpei vm 
to say ? Why, that of all the countries appealed to by great Britain 
and France on this momentous subiect. the United States ie tkeonh mu 



subject, the united States ie theonliff 
which has returned a decided negoHve, We neither do any thing oor- 
aehrea to put down the accursed traffic, nor aflSud any fiicilities to 
enable others to put it down. Nay, rather, we stand between the 
fllaye and his deliverer. We are' a drawback — a dead weight on the 
cause of bleeding humanity. How long shall this sbameml apathy 
continue? How long shall we, who call oiurselves the champions 
of freedom, close our ears to the groans, and our eyes to the tears and 
blood, and our hearts to the unUHd anguish of thousands and tens of 
thousands who are every year torn from home and friends and bosom 
companions, and sold mto hopeless bondage, or perish amid the hocw 
rors of the " middle passage?" From the shores of bleeding A£rica, ' 
and from the channels of me deep, from Brazil and from Cuba, Echo 
answers, "How long?"— JV. Y, Journal of Commerce, Sept. 1835: 

EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

We have, however, to record one instance of positive refusal to our 
request of accession to these conventions, and that, we grieve to say, 
comes from the United States of America — the first nation that, by its 
statute law, branded the slave-trade with the name of piracy. The 
conduct, moreover, of the President, does not appear to have been 
perfectly candid and ingenuous. There appears to nave been delay in 
returning any answer, and when returned, it seems to have been or an 
evasive character. In the month of August, 1833, the English and 
French ministers jointly sent in copies of the recent conventions, and 
reauested the accession of the United States. At the end of March 
following, seven months afterwards, an answer is returned, which, 
thou^ certainly not of a fiiivorable character in other respects, yet 
brings so prominently into view, as the insuperable objection, that the 
mutual right of search of suspected vessels was to be extended to the 
•bores oTthe United States, (thou^ we permitted it to American 
cruisers off the coast of our West Indian colonies,) that Lord Palmer* 
ston was naturally led to suppose that the other objections were su- 
perable. He, therefore, thou^n awaro how much the whde efficiency 
of the agreement will be impaired, consents to waive that part of it, in 
accordance with the wishes of the President, and in the earnest hope 
that he mil, in return, make some ccmcessions of Ibelin^ or opinion to 
the wishes of Elngland and France, and to the necessities or a great 
and holy cause. The final answer, however, is, that under no condi- 
tion, in no form, and with no restrictions, will the United States enter 
into any convention or treaty, or make combined efibrts of any sort or 
kind, with other nations, f(»r Uie suppression of the trade. We much 
mistake the state of puldic opinion in the United States, if its govern- 
ment will not find itself under the necessity of changing this resolution. 
The riave-trade will henceforth, we have little douht^V)^ <:»xor^ — 
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under the flag of freedom; but as in no country, after our own, 
have sadi persevering, efibrts for its so ipression been madc^Mmea 
the most distinguished -for goodness, wisdom, and eloaueno^^ in 
the United States, we cannot believe that their fla^r wUl long be pros- 
tituted to such vile purposes; and ei<ner ther ^ust combine with other 
nations, or they must increase the num' - . and efficiency of their naval 
Ibroes on the coast of Africa an'' ^ewnere, and do their work sin^e- 
handed. We say this th** -k^ore, because the motives which have 
actuated the gove<*nrfif'^ . of the United States in this refusal, cleariy 
have reference to wc words, ** ri^t of search." They will not choose 
to see that t!us is a mutual restricted rij^ht, effected by convention, 
stricUy guarded by stipulations for one dennite object, and confined in 
its operations within narrow geographical limits ;' a right, moreover, 
wfaidi £ngland and France have accorded to each other without dero- 
^ting from the national honour of either. If we are right in our con- 
jecture of the motive, and there is evidence to support us, we must 
consider that the President and his ministers have been in this instance^ 
actuated by a narrow provincial jealousy, and totally unworthy of a 
§f9Bi and independent nation. 

ELIZABETH MARGARET CHANDLER, 

The DomesHc Slave-trade. — ^This is the most indefensible,, as well as 
the most detestible feature in the system of slavery. It wUl not admit 
of even an attempt at justification. There are manjr who profess to 
deplore the existence of slavery, who yet consider its abolition im- 
practicable, or unjust to the owners of slaves, or danserons to the 
community. O^ers again, will descant largely on the blessings and 
advantages of slavery to those who are favored with the enjoyment of 
its benefits, ending with a declaration that their situation, if^restored to 
freedom, would be infinitehr more deplorable. But none of these rea^ 
sons can be ur^ed in behalfof this shameful traffic. It is a guilt and an 
infamy for which our country has no excuse. If her slave population 
was entailed upon^ her against her will, and cannot now be got rid o^ 
she is at least, under no compulsion to permit herself to be disgraced 
by this infamous traffic. 

SUtoe Produce, — One would suppose that the bare knowledge of the 
terrible price at which those chensned comforts have been procured, 
would cause a woman to turn shuddering and loathingly away, as 
thou^ they were infected with a taint of blood. And the curse of 
blood is upon them ! Though the dark red stain may not be there 
visibly, yet the blood of all the many thousands of the slain, who have 
died amid the horrorfl and loathsomeness of the slave-ship — been buried 
by rapacious cruelty to the yawning wave, or sprang to its bosom in 
the madness of their proud despaii^— of those who have pined away to 
death beneath the slow tortures of a broken heart, who have perished 
beneath the tortures of inventive tyranny, or on the ignominious 
gibbet— all this lies with a fearful weight upon this most foul and 
unnatural system, and that insatiable thirst for luxury and wealdi in 
wUdhit first originated, and by which it is still perpetuated. 



PRUDENCE CRANDALL. M 

TUnk of our conntry'ii glory, 
j|if!! AU dimmM with Afii6% tears— 

^^ ' Her broad flag stained and gory 

With the hoarded guilt of years I 

TMnk of the frantic mother, 

Lamenting for her child, 
• Till falling lashes smother 
Her cries of anguish wild ! 

Think of the prayers ascending 

Yet shnek'd, alas ! in vain, 
When heart from heart is rending 

Ne'er to be joined again. 

Shall we behold, unheeding. 

Life's holiest feelings crush'd t 
When woman's heart is bleeding, 

Shall woman's voice be hush'a! 

Oh, no ! by every blessing 

That Heaven to thee may lend— 
Remember their oppression, 

Fcnget not, sister, friend. 

E, M. Chandler's Works, ' 

TO PRUDENCE CRANDALL. 

Heaven bless thee noble lady. 

In thy purpose, good and high ! 
Give, knowledge to the thirsting mind. 

Light to the asking eye ; 
Unseal the intellectual page, 

For those from whom dark pride, 
With tyrant and unholy hands, 

Would fain its treasures hide. 

Still bear thou up unyielding, 

^Gainst persecution's shocK, 
Gentle as woman's self yet firm 

And moveless as a rock ; 
A thousand spirits yield to thee 

Their gushmg sympathies, 
The blessing of a thousand hearts 

Around thy pathway lies. E. M. C. 

1^Rtft>ENCE CRANDALL. 

This enterprising and philanthropic young lady has been tried and 
convicted by a court in the state of Connecticiirt, after all the usual 
formalities of examining witnesses, hearing 'counsel, and the delivery 
of a charge from his honor the judge, of— readers what do you suppose? 
not of stealing nor breaking the peace and dignity of the state — but of 
teaching young women to read and write. Truly this is a very enlight- 
ened a^! and Connecticut, so far-famed for her colleges, and 
seminanes of learning, has taken the lead in causing her light to shine ! ! 
A jury of that enlightened state, has convicted one of her daughters of 
endeavoring to impart literary instruction to females ! Truly, " where 
the light that is in us becomet daiknes9» liow great is tliat darkneas^ !" 
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The greater the opportunities we possess of knowing what is ri^ht, 
the greater the depravity which can produce such palpable violations 
of the decencies of civilized society, as have been exhibited In the 
persecutions to which this virtuous young woman has been subjected. 

N. P. WILUS. 

And we are free— but is there not 

One Uot upon our name ? 
Is our proud record written fair 

Upon the scroll of fame ^ 

Our banner floateth by the shorei 

Our flag upon the sea — 
But when the fetter'd slave is loot'd, 

We shall be truly free. 

JOHN G. WHITTIER. 

What ! shall we henceforth humbly ask as favors. 

Rights all our own ? In madness shall we barter, 
For treacherous peace the Freedom nature gave us 

God and our charter? 

From each and all, if God hath not forsaken 

Our land and left us to an evil choice, 
Loud as the summer thunder-bolt shall waken 

A. people's voice ! 

Oh, let that voice go forth ! the bondman, sighing 
Bv Santee's wave, in Missisippi's cane, 
Shall feel the hope within his bosom, dying, 

Revive a^edn. 

Let it go forth ! The millions who are gazing 

Sadly upon us from afar shall smile. 
And, unto God devout thanksgiving raising, 

Bless us the while. 

Oh, for your ancient freedom, pure and ho|y, 

For the delivVance of a groaning earth. 
For the wronged captive, bleeding, crushed and lowl 

Let It go forth ! 

LYDIA H. SIGOURNEY. 

Oh ! if to Afric's sable race 

A fearful debt we justly owe. 
If heaven's dread book record the trace 

Of every deed and thought below-~- 

And if for them the christian prayer 

Imploies of God to guide and save, 
Then let these helpless suppliants sharp 

From mercy's stOTe the mite they craVB. 

Touch deep for them the pitjring breast, 
Bid bounty's stream flow warm and free 
. For wlio can tell among the blest, 

HOW gweot tMir harps of piaise xoay be T 
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WILUAM B. TAPPAN. 

Could yoiir griaft, wretched slaves ! coold your ii^aries upaak. 

Oh, God ! what a tale to unfold ; 
Blush, blush, guilty Europe ! shroud, manhood, thy cheek, 

Weep, weep for the passion of gold. 

Tet that Aerr, where our symbol the wild eagle flies 

Oh, .shame ! writhes the African's soul — 
That on fields bought by freedom, an outcast he dies, 

Time ! veil it— 'twill darlcen thy scroU. 

My country ! that plighted*st to freedom thy troth, 

Redeem it !— thou art not yet free ; 
On^ternity*s page thou recordest thine oath, 

nris broken ! there's slavery with thee. 



V 



JOHN PIERPONT. 

Quench, righteous Ood, the thirtt} 
Tliat Congo's sons liath curs'd— 

The thirst for gold ! 
Shall not thy thunders speak. 
Where Mammon's altars reek. 
Where maids and matrons shnek. 

Bound, bleeding, sold? 

Cast. down, great God, the fanes, 
That, to unhallowed gains. 

Round us have risen — 
Temples whose priesthood poBB 
Moses and Jesus o'er. 
Then bolt the black man's doc^, 
The poor man's prison ! 

LYDIA MARIA CHILD. 

In order to show the true aspect of slavery among us, I will stete 
distinct propositions, each supported by the evidence of actually exist- 
ing laws. 

1. Slavery is hereditary and perpetual, to the last moment of the 
slave's earthly existence, and ta all his descendants, to the latest 
posterity. 

2. Tne labor of the slave is compulsory and uncompensated ; wfafle 
the kind of labor, ^e amount of toil, and the time allowed for rest, are 
dictated soleljr by the master. No bargain is made, no wa^es given. 
A pure despotism governs the human l>rute; and even his covering 
and provender, both as to quantity and quality, depend entirely on tiie 
master's discretion. 

3. The slave being considered a personal chattel, may be sold, ot 
pledged, or leased, at the will of his master. He may be exchanged 
for marketable commodities, or taken in execution for the debts, or 
taxes, either of a living, or a deceased master. Sold at auction, 
"either individually, or m lots to suit the purchaser," he may romin 
with his fomily, or m separated from them Ibr wa. 
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4. Slaves can make no contracts^ and have no legal right to any 
{Nfoperty, real or personaL Their own honest earnings, ana the lega- 
des of iriends, belong, in point of law, to their masters. 

5. Neither a slave, nor free colored person, can be a witness against 
any white or free man, in a couft of justice, however atrocious may 
have been the crimes they have seen him commit : but they may give 
testimony a^nst a fellow-slave, or free colored man, even in casea 
ajSfectin^ life. 

6. Tne slave may be punished at his master's discretion — ^without 
trial — ^without any means of legal redress, — whether his ofience be 
real or imaginary: and the master can transfer the «ame despotic 
power to any person, or persons, he may choose to appoint 

7. The slave is not allowed to resist any free man under any cir- 
Hfcptances : his only safety consists in the fact that his owner may 
ipog suit and recover the price of his body, in case his life is taken, or 
his umbs rendered unfit for labor. 

8. Slaves cannot redeem themselves, or obtain a change of masters, 
though cruel treatment may have rendered such a change necessary 
for their personal safety. 

9. The slave is entirely unprotected in his domestic relations. 

10. The laws greatly obstruct the manumission of slaves, even 
where the master is willmg to enfranchise them. 

1 1. The operation of the laws tends to deprive slaves of religious 
instruction and consolation. 

12. The whole power of the laws is exerted to keep slaves in a state 
of the lowest ignorance. 

13. There is in this country a monstrous inequality of law and ri^ht 
What is a trifling fault in a white man, is considered highly crimmal 
in the slave ; the same offences which cost a white man a few dollars 
•nly, are punished in the negro with death. 

14. The laws operate most oppressively upon free people of color,— 
jSppeal in favor of that class of Americans called Africans, 

SARAH M. GRIMKE.— ANGELINA E. GRIMKE. 

Let them protest against the use of the national prisons for the 
iniquitous purpose of confining slaves, and firee people of color taken 
up on suspicion of being runaways. Let Northerners petition for the 
abolition of slavery in the territory of Florida, and the entire breaking up 
of the inter-state slave-trade. Let them respectfully ask for an altera- 
tion in that part of the constitution by whicn they are bound to assist 
the South in quelling servile insurrections. Let them see to it that they 
send no man to congress who would give his vote to the admission of 
another slave state into the national Union. Let them protest against 
the injustice and cruelty of delivering the furtive slave back to his 
master, as being a direct infringement of the Divine command. Deot. 
zxiii, 15, 16. Let them petition their difi^rent legislatures to grant a 
jury trial to the friendless, helpless runaway, and for the repeal of those 
Taws which secure to the slaveholder his legal ri^ht to his slave, afler he 
haM voluntarily brought him within the verge or their jorisdiction, and 
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for the enactment of ench laws as will protect the colored man, woman, 
and child, from the fiuigs of the kidnapper, who is constantly walking 
about in the northern states, seeking whom be may devour. Let the 
northern churches refuse to receive slaveholders at their commiiiiioii 
tables, or to permit slaveholding ministers to enter their pulpitSL J^ 
those northern ministers who go to the South ''Cry aloud and s{i#iB 
not, lift up their voices like a trumpet and show the people their traair 
gressions, and the house of Jacoo their sins ;V — ^let tnem reluao to 
countenance the system of slavery by owning slaves tbemselvM^ 
Let northern men who go to the South to make their fortunes, i^ to i^ 
that those fortunes are not made out of the unrequited labor of the 
Blav& Let northern merchants refuse to receive mortgages or take 
slaves, seeing that this is a virtual acknolvledgement that man can hoI4 
man as property. Let them carefully avoid participating in any 
in the African alave>trade. Let northern manuncturers refoi 
purchase the cotton for the cultivation of which the laborer 
ceived no wages. Let the sm^r refuse to buy the sugar and rioe^ 
the South, so long as ** the n*re (^ the laborers who have reaped down 
their fields is kept back by fraud." Let the merchant refuse, to 
receive the articles manufactured out of slave-^rown cotton, and let 
the consumer refuse to purchase either the nee, sugar(,,or cotton 
articles, to produce which has cost the slave his unfMiid labor, his teanu 
and his blood. Every Northerner may in this way bear a faithful 
testimony against slavery at the South, by withdrawing his pecuinaiy 
support 

CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 

SOCIETY. 

Art. n. — ^The object of this Society is the entire abdition of slavery 
in the United States. While it admits that each state in which slavery 
exists, has, by the Constitution of the United States, the exclusive ri^ 
to legislate in regard to its abolition in said state, it shall aim to convince 
all our fellow-citizens, by arguments addressed to their understandingp 
and consciences, that slav^lding is a heinous crime in Uie sight of 
God, and that the duty, safety, and best interests of all concerned, 
requires its immediate abfouUmment, without expatiiation. The 
Society will also endeavor, in a constitutional way, to influence oon^ 
gress to put an end to the domestic slave-trade, and to abolish slaveoy 
m all those portions of our common country which come under its 
control, especially in the District of Columbia, — and likewise to prevent 
the extension of it to any state that may be hereafter admitted to the 
Union. 

Art. m. — ^This Society shall aim to elevate the charact^ and con- 
dition of the people of color, by encouraging their inteUectual, mond, 
and religious improvement, and by removing public prejudice, that 
thus they may, according to their intellectual and moral worth, share 
an equality with the whites, of dvil and religious privileges ; but this 
Society will never, in any way, countenance the oppressed in vindi- 
cating their rights by resorting to physical force. 



• 
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NEW-ENGLAND ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

The oonstitation and the laws have left us the m^ns to spread and 
to cany into efl^t the doctrine of human rights, of universal hberty. 
The law, at least, in the free states, allows the use of all means, except 
those wluch our own conscience would forbid ; the constitution of toe 
New-Eln^land Anti-Slavery Society permits no others than such as 
are sanctioned by law, humanity, and religion. It is enough that we 
have freedom to speak and to print ; freedom peacefully to assemble^ 
and associate, to consult, and to petition the government of the Union 
as well as the legislature of every state, and thus by individual and 
united ex^ertion, to act upon the public mind. Thus armed with aQ 
the legitimate weapons of truth, we feel bound in conscience never to 
lay them down until the principle that man can hold properbr in man 
is efikced from our statute books, and held in abhorrence by pubtic 
opinion. After the most careful examination, we are convinced that 
slavery is unjust in itself, and cannot be justified b^ any laws or cir- 
cumstances ; that it wars against Christianity, and is condemned by 
the Declaration of our Independence. We are convinced that it is 
injurious to every branch of industry, and more injurious still to the 
mind and character both of the master and the slave. Its existence is 
the chief cause of all our political dissensions ; it tends to unsettle the 
groundwork of our government, so that every institution, founded on 
the common ground of our Union, is like an edifice on a volcanic soil, 
ever liable to have its foundation shaken, and the whole structure 
consumed by subterraneous fire. The danger of a servile and a dvfl 
war is gaining every year, eveiy day ; for the annual increase of the 
slave population is more than sixty thousand ; and every day about 
two hunared children are bom into slavery. As the more northern of 
the slave states, seeing the advantages of free labor, dispose of their 
slaves in a more southern market, and by degrees aboUsn servitude^ 
the whole slave population, and with it the danger of a terrible revolu- 
tion are crowded together in the more southern states. Under all these 
threatening circumstances, what have the southern states, what has 
congress done, to avert Uie impending calamity from the Union? 
Congress, which has full and exclusive power to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and in the territories, and to abolish the domestic 
as well as the foreign slave-trade, shrinks from touching the subject 

OHIO ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 

The influence of slavery upon slaveholders and the slave states are, 
an abiding sense of insecurity and dread ; the press cowering under a 
censorship ; freedom of speech struck dumb by proscription ; a standing 
army of patrols to awe down insurrection ; the mechanic arts and tS 
vigorous enterprise crushed under an incubus ; a thriftless agriculture 
smitug the land with barrenness and decay; industry held up to 
scorn ; idleness a bad^ of dignity ; profligacy no barrier to favor ; lust 
embddened by impunity; conciibinage encouraged by premium, the 
hig^ price of the mixed race operating as abounty upon amalgamation ; 
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prodigality, in lavishing upon the rich the plundered earnings of the 
poor, accounted higb-souled generosity ; revenge regarded as the 
refinement of honor ; aristocracy entitiedf republicanism, and despotism 
chivalry ; sympathy deadened by scenes ot cruelty rendered familiar ; 
female amiableness transformed into fury by habits of despotic sway : 
conscience smothered by its own unheeded monitions; manhood 
effeminated by loose-rdned indulgence, and a pervading degeneracy 
of morals and manners, resulting from a state of society where power 
has no restraint, and the weak have none to succor. 

ROBERT J. BRECKENRIDQE. 

Just and equal ! what care I, whether my pockets are picked, or the 
proceeds of my labor are taken firom me ? What matters it whetlnr 
my horse is stolen, or the value of him in my labor be taken from dm 7 
Do we talk of violating the rights of masters, and depriving them of 
their property in their slaves? And will some one. tell us, u there be 
any tning in which a man has, or can have, so perfect a right oi 
property, as in his own limbs, bones, and sinews ? Out upon such 
folly ! The man who cannot see that involuntary domestic slaveiy, 
as It exists among us, is founded upon the principle of taking by force 
that which is another's, has simply no moral sense. 

We utter but the common sentiment of mankind when we say, n<me 
ever continue slaves a moment after they are conscious of their abili^ 
to retrieve their freedom. The constant tendency for fifty years ha!s 
been to accumulate the black population upon the southern states ; 
already in some of them the blacks exceed the whites, and in most of 
them mcrease above the increase of the whites in Uie same states, 
with a ratio that is absolutely startling ; [the annual increase in the 
United States is sixty thousand ;] the slave population could bring into 
action a larger portion of efiicient men, peifectfy inured to hardships, to 
the climate, and privations, than any other population in the world ; 
and they have in distant sections, and on various occasions, manifested 
already a desperate purpose to shake off the yoke. In such an event 
we ask not any heart to decide where would human sympathy and 
earthly glory stand ; we ask not in the fearful words of Jefferson, what 
attribute of Jehovah would allow him to take part with us ; we ask 
only — and the answer settles the argument — which is like to be the 
stronger side? 

Nature, and reason, and religion unite in their hostility to this system 
of folly and crime. How it will end^ time only can reveal ; but ^e 
light of heaven is not clearer than that it must end.— w!i[/ncan Repository , 
Jan. 1834. 

FRANCIS WAYLAND. 

Its efl^ts must be disastrous upon the morals of both parties. By 
presenting objects on whom passion can be satisfied without resistance 
and without jedress, it cultivates in the master, pride, anger, cruelty, 
selfishness, uid licentiousness. By accustoming the slave to subject 
his moral (uinctple? to the will of anoihei^ it tends to aboli^ in hiscQ^ 
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all tiooral distinction, and thus fosters in him, Mng, deceit^ hypocrisy, 
di^onesty, and a willingness to yield himsdr up to minister to the 
appetite of hislnaster— ^oro^ Science, 

ALONZO POTTER. 

Brethren, if God so loved us, we oudit also to love one anodier. 
This is the argament on which I would rely, in asking your charity 
this evening. The neglected and ill-fated race for whom I. plead, are 
brethren with us of one family. The hand of the Creator may have 
imprinted on their features, a hue and complexion less delicate than 
ours. Man's rapacity may have torn them from their native land, and 
leduced them to the condition of slaves and menials here. And 
weighed down by oppression, bereft of hope, and having none to care 
for their souis, they may, too often, have sunk into vice and debase- 
ment But, my friends, standing in this holy place — in his immediate 
presence, who has made of one blood all the nations of the earth, and 
given his Son to be a ransom for the inhabitans of every one alike : I 
can Usten to no such facts as an excuse for apathy or avarice. If this 
unfortunate people have a physical nature less perfect than ours, Ctod 
forbid that this, their misfortune, should be imputed to them as their 
crime. Still they have all the attributes of men — ** the same organs, 
dimensions, senses, affections, passions. They are fed with the same 
food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same diseases, wanned 
and cooled by the same winter and summer," that a white man is.— > 
Discourse before the •African School Society, Schenectady A*. Y. 

WILLIAM E. CHANNINQ. 

With the free we are to plead his cause. And this is peculiarly our 
duty, because we have bound ourselves to resist his efibrts for his own 
emancipation. We sufier him to do nothing for himself. The more, 
Uien, shotdd be done for him. Our physical power is pledged against 
him in case of revolt Then our moral power should be exerted for 
his relief. His weakness, which we increase, gives him a claim to the 
only aid we can a£S>rd, to our moral sympathy, to the free and foithful 
exposition of his wrongs. As men, as Cnristians, as citizens, we have 
duties to the slave, as well as to eveiy other member of the community. 
On this point we have no liberty. The eternal law binds us to take 
Uie side of the injured ; and this law is peculiarly obligatory, when we 
forbid him. to lift an arm in his own defence. 

There is, however, there must be, in slaveholding communities a 
large class which cannot be too severely cx>ndemned. There are many 
we fear, very many, who hold their fellow-creatures in bondage, from 
selfish, base motives. They hold the slave for gain, whether justly or 
unjustly they neither ask nor care. They cUng to him as property, 
and havelno fitith in the principles which will diminish a man's wealtn. 
They, hold him, not for his own good or the safety of die state, but 
with precisely the same views with which they hold a laboring horsey 
that i^ for the profit which they can wring from him. They will not 
iiewa wordoTma wrongs; for, Mn-onged or not, they will not lot him 
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go. He is their property, and they mean not to be poor for ri^teoiuh 
ness' sake. Such a clase there undoubtedly is among slaveholders ; 
how large their own consciences must determine. We are sure of it ; 
for under such circumstances human nature will and must come to this 
mournful result Now, to men of this spirit, the explanations we have 
made do in no degree apply. Such men ought to tremble before the 
rebukes of outraged humanity and indignant virtue. Slavery, upheld 
for gain, is a great crime. He, who has nothing to urge against eman- 
cipation, but mat it will make him poorer, is bound to immediate eman- 
djpation. He has no excuse for wresting from his brethren their rights. 
Tne plea of benefit to the slave and the state avails him nothing. He 
extorts, by the lash, that labor to which he has no claim, through a base 
selfishness. Every morsel of food, thus forced from the injured, ou^ht 
to be bitterer than ^IL His sold is cankered. The sweat of the 
slave taints the luxuries for whioi it streams. Better were it for the 
selfish wrong doer of whom I speak, to live as the slave, to clothe him- 
self in the slave's raiment, to eat the slave's coarse food, to tiU his 
fields with his own hands, than to pamper himself by da^, and pillow 
his head on down at night, at the cost of a wantonly injured fellow- 
creature. 

I know it will be said, "You would make us poor." Be poor, then, 
and thank God for your honest poverty. Better be poor than unjust. 
Better beg than steal. Better hve in an almshouse, better die than 
trample on a fellow-creature and reduce him to a brute, for selfish 
gratification. What ! have we yet to learn that " it profits us nothing 
to gain the whole world, and lose our souls V* 

JAMES G. BIRNEY. 

There would be no danger of personal violence to the master fixMn 
emancipation, brought about by Christian benevolence. Such an ap- 
prehension is the refuge of conscious guilt Emancipation, broufiit 
about on the principle above mentioned^ I hesitate not to say, womd, 
in most instances, where the superior intelligence of the master was 
acknowledged, produce on the part of the beneficiaries, the most entire 
and cordial rehance on his counsel and friendship. I do not believe 
that I have any wanner friends than my manumitted slaves — none, I 
am sure, if sacrifices were called for, who would more fireely make 
them, to promote my happiness. 

The injustice which the slave feels as done him in taking the avails 
of his labor, leads him to take clandestinely, what he persuades himseUf 
he is entitled to. He has comparatively no character to lose, no ulti- 
mate object, for the attainment of which, the building up of a good 
character Would contribute. As a freeman, ebaraeter would be essen- 
tial to him — ^his earnings would be his ; his house, his furniture, his 
comforts would be his— ^is wife, his children would be his ; the appre- 
hension of forcible separation would depart, and he woul^ Jiave every 
motive that ordinarily influences men to build up a good name for 
worth and honesty. The depredations on the masters' property by 
fteves, I should suppose, are tenfold what they woidd be by the same 
fiewmBni^Rtpfffto^trerwofsomeFfigndaylm^. 
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JAMES T. WOODBURY. 

We can vote slavery down in Columbia and in our territones. 
"But," it is objected, " it will dissolve the Union." Mr. Bimey says, 
the South never will do it, for they cannot support themselves, and we 
are more liable to go there and fi^ht, to keep their slaves in subjection. 
The slaves, if they are freed, will not come here, their labor is wanted 
in the South. The South do not hate the black skin with which Grod 
has covered them, as we do. "But O they smell bad." No bad smell 
while they are slaves ; they are about the persons of their masters and 
mistresses, and nurse then* children, and do not scent them with the 
bad smell, — but as soon as they are free — ^bad smeU. 

EVAN LEWIS. 

Much has been said by the advocates and apologists of slavery, 
about the danger of emancipation — that it would be accompanied or 
foUowed by insurrections, massacres, and servile war. Now no sane 
man desires to turn loose upon society, a horde of ignorant men, either 
white or black, without the salutary restraints oilaw. We wish to 
see the assumed right of property in human flesh abolished, and the 
laws made for the protectiorif as well as for the government and re- 
straint, of every man of every nation and color. To place every man 
under the protection of the law, and to abolish that licentiousness and 
tyranny wnich are now tolerated, would be to restore society to its 
natural order, and give every man an interest in the preservation of the 
peace and harmony of the community. All fear of hostility and 
temptations to excite insurrections, or to shed the blood of the white 
men, would be banished with the removal of the cause which produce 
them. In all cases where the experiment has been tried, [in the West 
Indian Islands,] our reasoning trom the nature of man, and the in- 
fluence which just treatment will always exert on his moral character, 
has been proved by universal facts. — Genius of Universal Emaneipatum, 

EDWARD C. DELEVAN. 

I am glad to say that I have already joined the " Anti-Slaveiy So- 
ciety." I have long felt that it was my duty to do so, and I have only 
been deterred by me fear of injuring the c^use of Temperance, with 
which cause you know my name has in some measure been identified. 
I have, in fact, been practising that kind of expediency, which I have 
been so ready to conaemn in others, with regard to the cause of Tem- 

Ferance. I have ioined the " Anti-Slavery Society," for the reason that 
believe it to be doing about all that is now attempted for the relief of 
our country-from the sin of slavery, for that slavery, as it now exists in 
these United States is a high handed, sin I have no doubt Other 
societies may be doin^ much for Africa, and for the elevation of free 
colored people ; but, for the final relief of our beloved country and our 
enslavea brethren, your society, among human instrumentahties, now 
seems to me the only hope. That the Anti-Slavery Society may be 
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the instrument under God, by kind arguments and Christian entreaty, 
not only of enlightening the public opinion of the north as to the sin 
and evil of slavery, but, what is of still greater moment, of affecting 
the hearts of our cnristian brethren of the south and leading them as a 
matter of interest, as well as duty, to rid themselves of a curse, and our 
country of its deepest stain^ shall be my daily prayer? — Letter to Gerrit 

WILLIAM LEGGETT. 

The opinions of the southern people themselves, with respect to the 
perfect right which every^ American citizen possesses, to aiscuss the 
subject or slavery, have undergone a world-wide change in the course 
of a few years. If they will look into the writings of Jefierson and 
Madison, they will find that those great men, though southerners and 
slaveholders, not only did not claim any such right of interdicting the 
subject as is now set up, but exercised it very freely themselvesi If 
they will turn to the record of the debate which took place in congress 
in 1790, on the question of committing the memorial of the Society of 
Friends against the slave-trade, they will find that Mr. Madison ex- 
plained the obligations of the federal compact, in a very difierent man- 
ner from that which it is the fashion of the present day to interpret 
them. They will find that, in the review which he entered in'^o of the 
circumstances connected with the adoption of the constitution , he very 
clearly showed that the powenj of congress were by no means as limit- 
ed as it is now contend^ that they are. They will find that, in speak- 
ing of the territories of the United States, he expressly declared^ from 
his knowledge, as well of the sentiments and opinions of the members 
of the convention, as of the true meaning and force of the terms of the 
compact, that there " congress have certainly the power to regulate 
the subject of slavery." It is fortunate that Madison and Jefierson did 
not live to this day, or they would have been denounced as abohtionists, 
fanatics, and incendiaries, and every thing else that is bad. Lieu- 
tenant Governor Robinson would no doubt have honored them with a 
place in his message, as iihg>leaders of his " organized band of 
conspirators." 

But though Madison and Jefferson are gone, the spirit which ani- 
mated them still glows in many a freeman's bosom ; while one spark 
of it remains, the South will storm and rave in vain, for it never can 
induce the northern states to give up freedom for the sake of union ; to 
give up the end for the sake of the means ; to give up the substance 
Kxr the sake of the shadow. — The PUnndeakr,, 
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JAMES H. DICKEY. 



IB I hope neverto witooB again. Having puMd 
■Km|ai rant, id Dourbon county, Ky., lbs lound of muoc (bejoiid a 
BtOa risinc ground) attnctei] my attention ; I looked rorward and nw 
dw Sag of my countty waving. Suppooinstbat 1 was about to meets 
notary puade, I drove baaoly to the side of the road ; and barinf 
giined'^tha top of the ascent, I diBOOvered (I suppose) about tbrty black 
mm all ebained together after (he Tollawing manner ; each of them 
wu bandcoKd, and they were arranoed in rank and file. A chain. 
hapa fin^ feet long, Uie size of a Rfth-horse-chsin, was strFtcbed 
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despair was interrupted only by the sound of two violins ; yes, as if to 
add insult to injury, the foremost couple were furnished with a violin 
Apiece ; the second couple were ornamented with cockades, while near 
the centre waved the republican flag carried by a hand lUeraUy in 
ehtdns, I perhaps have mistaken some punctilios of the arrangement, 
for " my soul was sick," my feelings were miit^led and pungent As 
a man, I sympathized with suiting humanity ; as a Christian, I 
mourned over the transgressions of G<3's holy law ; and as a.republU 
eon, I felt indignant to see the flag of my beloved country thus insult- 
ed. I could not forbear exclaiming to the lordly driver who rode at his 
ease alon^ side : " Heaven will curse that man who engages in such 
traffic, ana the government that protects Mm in it" 1 pursued my 
journey till evening, and put up ror the night When i mentioned 
the scene I had witnessed, " An !*' cried my landlady, " That is my 
brother." From her I learned that his name is Stone, of Bourbon 
county, Kentucky, in partnership with one Kinningham of Paris ; and 
that a few days before he had purchased a negro woman from a man 
in Nicholas county; she refused to go with liim; he attempted to 
compel her, but she defended herself. Without further ceremony, he 
stepped back, and by a blow oil the side of her head with the butt of 
his whip brought her to the ground ; he tied her, and drove her off 

GEORGE WHITFIELD. 

'As I lately passed through your provinces in ray way liither, I was 
sensibly touched with a fellow-feeling for the miseries of the poor 
negroes. Whether it be lawful for Christians to buy slaves, and 
thereby encourage the nations from whom they are bought to be at 
perpetual war with each other, I shall not take upon )pe to determine. 
Sure I am it is sinful, when they have bought them, to use them as 
bad as though they were brutes, nay worse; and whatever particular 
exceptions there may be (as I would charitably hope there are somej) 
I fear the generality of you, who own ncOToes, are liable to such a 
charge ; for your slaves, I believe, work as nard, if not harder than the 
horses whereon you ride. These, after they have done their work, are 
fed and taken proper care of; but many negroes when wearied with 
labor on your plantations, have been obliged to grind their corn after 
their return home. Your dogs are caressed and fondled at your table; 
but your slaves, who are frequently styled dogs or beasts, have not an . 
eauol privilege. They are scarce permitted to pick up the crumbs 
wnich fall from their master's table. Not to mention what numbers 
have been given up to the inhuman usage of cruel taskmasters, who, 
by their unrelenting scourges have ploughed their backs, and made 
long furrows, and at length brought them even unto death. When 
passing along I have viewed your plantations cleared and cultivated, 
many spacious houses built, and the owners of them faring sumptu- 
ously every day, my blood has frequently almost run cold within me, 
to conmder how many of ydur slaves bad neither convenient food to 
eat nor proper Taimcnt to put on, notwithstanding most of the comforts 
you enjoy were sdlely owing to their inddatigable labors. — JLt^ter to 
Me inhabUarUs ofMwrylmdy Vir^nia^ ^wlh WidL Souttw C«t^i»sKS^'^' 
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JOHN RANKIN. 

In connexion with their extreme suffering occasioned by want of 
clothings I shall notice those which arise from want c£ food. As the 
making of grain is the main object of their mancipation, master^ will 
sacrifice as Uttle as possible in giving them food. It often happens 
that what will barely keep them alive, is all that a cruel avarice will 
allow them. Hence, in some instances, their allowance has been 
reduced to a single pint of com each, during the day and night And 
in some places the best allowance is a peck of com each during the 
week, while perhaps they are not permitted to taste meat so much as 
once in the course of seven years, except what little they may be able 
to steal ! Thousands of them are pressed with the ^a wings of crnd 
hunger during their whole lives — an insatiable avarice will not grant 
iJiem a single comfortable meal to satisfy the cravings of nature! 
Such craelty iar exceeds the powers of description ! 

The slaveholder has it in his power to violate the chastity of his 
slaves. And not a few are beastly enough to exercise such power. 
Hence it happens, that in some families it is difficult to distinguish the 
free children trom the slaves. It is sometimes tibe case, that the lai^st 
part of the master's own children are bom, not of his wife, but of the 
wives and daughters of his slaves, whom he has basely prostituted as 
well as enslaved. His poor slaves are his property, and, theref(»e, 
must yield to his lusts as well as to his avarice! He may perpetrate 
upon them the most horrid crimes, and they have no redress ! The 
wretched slave must, without a murmuring word, give up his wife, or 
daughter, for prostitution, should his master be vile enou^ to demand 
her of him ! It must be a horrid crime for any state to give one man 
such power over another, and such crime has every slaveholding state 
oommitted. I am far from wishing to intimate that this power is 
generally so grossly exercised as it might be. Some slaveholders are, 
■oubtless, as chaste as any other people, and conscientiously endeavor 
to preserve the chastity of their slaves ; but I wish to show the extent 
of the power with which they are vested, and the shocking manner in 
which it is sometimes exercised. 

In this place I will further remark, that slavery not merely puts the 
chastity or the slave in the power of the master, but also exposes it to 
attacks fi'om every lecherous class of men. Slaves cannot bear testi- 
mony a^nst people that are white and free — hence a wide door is 
opened for the practice, both of violence and seduction, without detec- 
tion ; and the consequences of this are exceedingly manifest in every 
slaveholding country — every town and its vicinity soon become crowded 
with mulattoes. In this respect slaveiy is the very sink of filthinesa, 
and the source of every liateful abomination. It seems to me astonish- 
ing that any govemment, much more that of the United States, should 
sanction such a source of monstrous crime as slavery evidently is ! 

A wealthy citizen of Georgia purchased, on shipboard, six African 
girls, who probably were directly nom Africa, and having brou|ht them 
borne, he put them into the hands of his overseer, and ordered him to 
Msstign Ufim a certain portion of labor during each day of the WMk| 



JOHN RANKIN. 67 

«iid in case they ^ould fail to perform it, he was commanded to gyve 
(hem a considerable nmnber of lashes each, and add the remainder cf 
the task to the next day*s labor, and in case they should fail to perform 
the whole, he was ordered to add to the number of lashes in proportion 
to the failure, and still to add the deficiency to the next day's labor, 
and thus he was daily to increase both the labor and stripes m case of 
fiulure. The overseer, hard-hearted as he was, expostulated with him, 
and assured him that the labor was more than the girls were able to 
perform, but he swore with a tremendous oath that they should do it 
or die. The poor creatures commenced the dreadful task, but being 
unaccustomed to such labor, their hands were soon worn to the quick ; 
this they endured with patience, and did all they could to perform what 
was assigned them, but they were totally unable to accomplish it ; thej 
foiled on the first dav, and received thecruel lashes. The next mominc, 
with sore backs and bleeding hands they attempted the enlarged taut 
— their hoehandles werp soon made red with their innocent blood— 
they labored with great assiduaty, but they could not perform the un- 
reasonable task, and consequently received the enlarged number of 
lashes. On the third mommg they commenced again, but the task 
was so much enlarged that Si hope of performing it was entirely 
precluded, and the enormously increased number of lashes became 
certain — the unhappy creatures despaired of life, and concluded that 
they must inevitably die under the torturing lash, unless they could 
despatch themselves in some other method. This appeared to be t^ 
only means of escaping the most terrible crudty. Hence they formed 
ana executed the oreadful desi^ of hanging themselves. The horn 
blew for dinner, all started to tneir huts, but these unfortunate girk 
lingered b^ind, and unobserved by the rest of the company turned 
asicie into a thicket, and there all six hanged themselves ! They were 
soon missed, and search was quickly made for them^^they were im- 
mediately found, and the cruel master enraged by the disappointment 
and loss, made every possible exertion to bring them back to life, tb|Lt 
they might again fall under the weight of his vengeance ! but all tti 
attempts were in vain — their souls were gone into an awful eternity, 
and had their eternal destiny unalterably fixed ! And bein^ exceed- 
ingly exasperated on finding that thev had escaped from his tiand, he 
oraered a nole to be dug for them, and caused them to be tumbled into 
it like mere animal carcasses, while he vented the most awful impre- 
cations upon them ! And the overseer was ordered to exact from the 
rest of his slaves what labor he intended them to perform. 

A certain citizen of Kentucky purchased a piece of furniture, and 
after he brought it home, his wife unfortunately broke some small part 
of it, and that in the presence of a neighboring gentleman ; she never- 
theless charged it upon a black girl of about seventeen years of age. 
The girl honestly declared her innocence, but the mistress persisted in 
her charge against her. At length the brutish master seized the poor 
unfortunate girl, drew her clothes up over her head, hanged her by 
them to the limb of a tree, and in tnat shameful position whipt h« 
several times very severely. By the extremity of torture she waa 
■onetimssfiiraMl toaaythat riiedM break the fiimkum, but ia tfat 
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moment of respite, she would honestly deny it agun — and this subjected 
her to more torture. Fortunately for the poor gui the gentleman who 
was present when the mistress broke the furniture, happened to be 
passing by — ho paused in amazement at the shockin^scene — he soon 
discovered the cause of the cruelty — indication overcame him — ^he 
approached the brutish master and told him that his own wife had 
broken the furniture in his presence, and declared that if he did not 
oease from torturing the poor girl he would give him as much as he 
had aven her — with this the sluuneless monster thought it necessary to 
comply, and for that time this poor girl was released Trom his torturing 
hano. The gentleman who rescued the girl and stated this fact, i» 
now a resident of the state of Ohio, and is known to be a man of truth. 
'*In the county of Livingston, Ky., near the mouth of the Cumber- 
land, lived Lalbum Lewis, a sister^s son of the venerable Jefierson. 
He, who * suckled at fair Freedom's breast,' was the wealthy owner 
of a considerable number of slaves, whom he drove constantly, fed 
sparingly, and lashed severely. The consequence was, they would 
run away. This must have ^ven to a man of spirit and a man of 
business great anxieties until be found them, or until they had starved 
out and returned. Amon^ the rest was an ill grown boy about seventeen, 
who having just returned from a skulking spell, was sent to the spring 
for water, and in returning let fall an elegant pitcher. It was dashed 
to shivers upon the rocks. This was the occasion. It was ni^t, and 
the slaves all at home. The master had them collected into £e most 
roomy negro house, and a rousing fire made. When the door was 
secured, that none might escape, either through fear of him or sympathy 
with George, he opened the design of the interview, namely, that they 
might be efTectually taught to stay at home and obey his orders. AU 
things being now in tram, he called up George, who approached his 
master with the most unreserved submission. He bound him with 
cords, and by the assistance of his younger brother, laid him on a broad 
bench, or meat block. He now proceeded to whang off George by 
the ancles ! ! It was with the broad axe ! — In vain did the unhappy 
victim SCREAM AND ROAR ! He was completely in his master's power. 
Not a hand amongst so many durst interfere Casting the feet into 
the fire, he lectured them at some length. He whacked him off 
below the knees! George roaring out, and praying his master to 
BEGIN AT THE OTHER END ! He admonished them again, throwing 
the legs into the fire ! Then above the knees, tossing the joints inta 
the fire ! He a^in lectured them at leisure. The next stroke severed 
the thighs from the body. These were also conunitted to the flames. 
And so off the arms, head, and trunk, until all was in the fire ! Still 
protracting the intervals with lectures, and threatenings of like punish- 
ment in case of disobedience, and running away, or disclosure of this 
tragedy. Nothing now remained but to consume ^e flesh and bones ; 
and for this pivpose the fire was briskly stirred, until two hours after 
midnight. WILLIAM DICKEY." 

A member of Lane Seminary, firom Alabama, speaking of tjhe 
cruelties pmctiaed upon the slaves, said — *'At our house it is so 
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QomnKm to hear their screams from a nei^borin^ plantation, that w« 
tl^k nothing of it The overseer of this plantation told me one day, 
he laid a young woman over a lo^ and beat her so severely that she 
was soon after delivered of a deadchild. A bricklayer, a neighbor of 
oars, owned a very smart youn^ negro man, who ran away; l>ut was 
caught When his master ^t nim nome, he stripped him naked, tied 
him up by his hands, in plain si^ht and hearing of the academy and 
the public green, so hi^ tnat his feet could not touch the ground ; thea 
tied them together, and put a long board between his legs to keep him 
steady. After preparing him in this way, he took a paddle, bored it 
full of holes, and commenced beating him with it He continued it 
leisurely all day. At night his Besh was literally pounded to a jelly. 
It was two weeks before he. was able to walk. No one took any 
notice of it No one thought any wron^ was done." 

"Mr. , of Missouri, amongst others, related the following :— 

** A young woman who was generally very badly treated, after receiving 
a more severe whipping than usual,' ran away, In a few days she 
came back, and was sent into the field to work. At this time, the 
garment next her skin was stiff like a scab^ from the running of the 
sores made by the whipping. Towards mght, she told her master 
that she was sick, and wished to go to the house. She went; and as 
soon as she reached it, laid down on the floor exhausted. The mistress 
asked her what the matter was? She made no reply. She asked 
again; but received no answer. TU see,' said she, 'if I can't make 
you speak.' So taking the tongs, she heated them red hot, and put 
Chem upon the bottoms of her feet ; then upon her legs and body ; and, 
finally, in a ra^, took hold of her throat This hadthe desired efiect 
The poor girl faintly whispered, ' Oh, missee, don't — ^I am most gone;* 
and ezpirra." 

We want no other commentary on the state of feeling in that com?- 
monity than tlus. The woman yet lives there, and owns slaves. 

A. Wattues. 

LETTER TO MR. TAPPAN. 

But let me turn your attention to another species of cruelty. About 
a year since, I knew a certain slave who had deserted bis master, to be 
caught and for the first ni^ht fastened in the stocks. In those same 
stocks from which at midnight I have heard tiie cries of distress, while 
the master slept, and was dreaming perhaps of drinking wine and of 
discussing the price of ootton. On the next morning he was chained 
in an immoveable posture, and branded in both cheeks, with red hot 
stamps of iron. Such are the tender mercies of men who love wealth, 
and are determined to obtain it at any price. 

There was, some time since, brought to trial in this town, a planter 
residing about fifteen mUes distant, Tor whipping his slave to death. 
You will suppose of course that he was punished. No sir, he was 
acquitted, altnough there could be no doubt of the feet I heard the 
tale of murder from a man who was acquainted with all the circum- 
fltances. " I was," said he, " passing along the road near the buryhie 
fM«uid oftheplantation, about nme<^clock at vi^ wben I nw seven! 
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lights gleaming through the woods — and as I approached, in order ta 
sete what was doing, f beheld the coroner of Natchez with a nunib^ 
of men, standing around the body of a young female, which by the 
torches seemed almost perfectly white. On inquiry I learned that the 
master had so unmercifully beaten this girl that she died under the 
operation. And that also he had so severely punished another of his 
SMives that he was but just alive. — Letter to Mr» Tappan from 
J^aUhex^ 1831. 

CASES OF CRUELTY. 

Mr. William Ladd, known as a friend of colonization and an oppo- 
nent of Anti-Slavery Societies, and not likely, therefore to exaggerate, 
but rather to soften the harsh features of the system, alludes publidv 
to the following, among other horrors which he has witnessed: A 
gentleman of his acquaintance, was ofiended with a female slave. He 
seized her by the arm, and thrust her hand into the fire, and there he 
held it until it was burnt off, *' I saw," said Mr. Ladd, " the withered 
stump," — Address at Colonization Society of Massachiisetts, 1833. 

** Mr. Sutclifl^ an Endish Gtuaker, who travelled in this country, 
relates a case very like uiat of the Kentucky girl, only that the catas- 
trophe was more shocking. A slave owner, near Lewistown, in the 
state of Delaware, lost a piece of leather. He charged a little slave 
boy with stealing it. The boy denied. The master tied the boy's 
feet, and suspended him from the Umb of a tree, attaching a heavy 
weight to his ancles, as is usual in such cases, to prevent such kicking 
and writhing as would break the blows. He then whipped ; the boy 
confessed ; and then he commenced whipping anew for the o£l^nce 
itself. He was a kind master, and never whipped the lad again, for 
ke. died under the lash i Then the slaveholder's own sen, smitten with 
remorse, acknowledged that he took the leather. 

^An honorable frienti, who stands hi^h in the state and in the 
nation, was present at the burial of a female slave in Mississippi, who 
had been wnipped to death at the post by her master, because she 
was gone longer of an errand to the neighboring town, than her 
master thought necessary. Under the lash she protested that she was 
ill, and was obliged to rest in the fields. To complete the climax of 
horror, she was delivered of a dead infant before her master had com« 
pleted his work !" — ChiUPs Despotism of Freedom. 

Scene in Georgia, — ^The two convicts were hung together ; and after 
they were ouite dead, a consultation was held amongst the gentlemen, 
as to the tuture disposition of Billy, who, having been in the house 
where his master was murdered, and not having given immediate in 
formation of the fact, was held to be guilty of concealing the death ; 
and was accordin^y sentenced to receive five hundred lashes. I was 
in the branches or a tree close by the place where this court was held, 
and distinctly heard its proceedings and judgment. Some went to the 
woods to cut JhickDrieSy whilst others stnpp^ Billy and tied him to a 
trea, Mori^itilui) tiM|y loQg switches, some of them six or seven 
ia length, Had iyf^prodbd ; uid two men applied the rods at 
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the same time, one standing on each side of the calpiit ; one of tfaMi 
using his left hand. I had often seen black men whipped, and hid 
always, where the lash was applied with great severity, heard the sof^ 
ferer cry out and beg for mercy ; but in tms case, the pain inflicted by 
these double blows of the hickory was so intense, tnat Billy ne?«r 
uttered so much as a .groan : and I do not believe he breathea for the 
space of two minutes '^fter ne received the first strokes. He shrunk 
his body close to the ti^nkof the tree, around which his arms and lej^ 
were lashed ; drew his shoulders up to his head like a dying man, and 
trembled, or rather shivebsd, in all his members The blood flowed 
from the^commencemenL ai^d in a few minutes lay in small puddles 
at the root of the tree. I saw flakes of flesh as long as my fingier fiUl 
out of the gashes in his back ^ and I believe he was insensible during 
all the time that he was receiving the last two hundred lashes. When 
the whole five hundred had been counted by the person appointed lo 
perform this duty, the half>dead body was unbound and laid in the 
shade of the tree upon wUch I sat The ^ntlemen who had done the 
whipping, eight or ten in number, being joined by their friends, than 
came under the tree, and drank, punch until their dinner was made 
ready, under a booth of sreen boughs at a short distance. 

After dinner, Billy, who had been groaning on the ground where he 
was laid, was taken up, placed in the cart in which Lucy and Frank had 
been brought to the gallows, and conveyed to the dwelling of his late 
master, where he was confined to the house and his bed more than 
three months, and was never worth much afterwards, while I remained 
in Georgia. 

Certainly those who were handed well, deserved their punishment^ 
but it was a very arbitrary exercise of power to whip a man until he 
was insensible, because He did not prevent a murder which was com- 
mitted without his knowledge ; ana I could not understand the right 
of punishing him because he was so weak or timorous, as to refiraia 
fix>m a disclosure of the crime the moment it came to his ears. — L^e 
of CfutrUt BaU. 

[Those who ared esirous of witnessing a further exposition ot the 
legitimately bitter fruits of Slavery, are referred to ** American 
Slatert as it is ; — ^Testimony of a Thousand Witnessus,*' for 
«de at the AntUSlaveiy Depositories.] 
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MUNGO PARK. 

I was iiilly conTinced, that whatever difference there is between the 
negro and the European, in the conforntatioQ of the nose, and the color 
of the skin, there is none in the genuine sympathies and characteristic 
feelings of our common nature. 

At Sego I should have been under the necessity of resting among 
the brandies of the tree. About sunset, however, as T was preparing 
to pass the night in this manner, and had turned my horse loose, that 
he might graze at liberty, a woman, returning from the labors of the 
field, stopped to observe roe. Perceiving that I was weary and de- 
jected, she inquired into my situation, winch I briefly explained to her ; 
whereupon, with looks of great compassion, she took up my saddle 
and bridle and told me to follow her. Having conducted me into her hut, 
rfie lighted a lamp, spread a mat on the floor, and told me I might 
remain there for the night Finding that I was hungry, she went out, 
and soon returned with a very fine fish, which being broiled upon some 
embers, she ^ve me for siipper. The women then resumed their 
task of spinmng cotton, and lightened their labor with songs, one of 
which must have been composed extempore, for I myself was the sub- 
ject of it It was sung by one of the young women^ the rest joining in 
a kind of chorus. Tne air was sweet and plaintive, and the words 
literally translated, were these : 

** The winds roar'd, and the rains fell , 
The poor white man, faint and weary, 
Came and sat under our tree. — 
He has no mother to bring him milk ; 
No wife to grind his com. 

CHORUS. 

" Let us pitv the white man ; 
No mother has he to bring him milk. 
^ No wife to grind liis com." 

Trifling as this recital may appear, the circumstance was highly 
a^cting to a person in my situation. I was impressed with such 
unexpected kindness, and sleep fled from my eyes. 

Mr. Park having travelled in company with a o^e of thirty-five 
slaves, thus describes his feelings as he came near the coast : " Al- 
though I was now approaching the end of my tedious and toilsome 
journey, and expected in another day to meet with countrymen and 
niends, I could not part with my unfortunate felioir>traveller8, — 
doomed as I knew most of them to be, to a hie of slaveiy in a ibragn 
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land, — ^without great emotion. During a peregrination of more than 
five hundred mi^s, exposed to the burmngrays of a tropical sun, theae 
poor slaves, amidst their own infinitely greater sufierings, would com* 
nuserate mine, and firequently, of their own accord, bring water to 
quench m^ thirst, and at night collect branches and leaves to prepaze 
me a bed m the wilderness. We parted with mutual regret and bieHh 



ings. A^ good wishes and prayers were all I could bestow upon 
them, and it aflR>rded me some consolation to he told that th^ wete 
sensible I had no more to ^ve. 

On the other hand, it is impossible for me to forget the diainterestad 
charity, and tender solicitude, with which many of these poor heatheas, 
from the sovereign of Sego, to the poor women who at difierent thnaa 
received me into their cottages, sympathized with my sufieiings, r^ 
lieved my distress, and contributed to my safety. Perhaps this 
acknowledgement is more particulariy due to the female part of tfaft 
nation. Among the men, as the reader must have seen, my leceptkn 
though generally kind, was sometimes otherwise. It varied according 
to the tempers of those to whom I made application. Avarice in 
some, and bigotry in others, had closed up the avenues to compassion ; 
but I do not recollect a single instance of hard-heartedness towards 
me in the women. In all my wanderings and wretchedness, I found 
them uniformily kind and compassionate; and I can tnily say, as 
Mr. Ledyard 1ms eloquently said before me : — 

'* iTo a woman I never addressed myself in the language of decency 
and friendship, without receiving a decent and frienmy answer. If I 
was hungry or thirsty, wet or m, they did not hesitate, like the men. 
to perform a generous action. In so free and so kind a manner did 
they contribute to my relief, that if I was thirsty, I drank the sweeter 
draught ; and if I were hungry, I ate the coarsest meal with a doiriile 
relish." 

Adanson, who visited Senegal, in 1754, describes the negroes as 
sociable, obliging, iiumane, hospitable. "Then- amiable simplidty," 
says he, ** in this enchanting country, recalled to me the idea of the 
primitive race of man ; I thought I saw the world in its infancy. Thiey 
are distinguished by tenderness for their parents, and a great respeet 
for the aged." Robin speaks of a slave at Martinico, who havinjgf 
gained money sufficient for his own ransom, pieforred^to purchase fan 
mother's freeoom. 

Protabt, in his history of Loango, acknowledges that the ne^roei 
on the coast, who associate with Europeans, are inclined to licentioutf^ 
ness and fraud ; but he says those of tne interior are humane, abligiiii|^ 
ttid hospitable. Golbbbbt repeats the same praise, and rebukes tht 
presumption of white men in despising '* nations improperly called 
savage, among whom we find men of integrity, models of filial, con- 
jugal, and paternal a£&ction, who know all the energies and refhi^ 
ments of virtue ; among whom sentimental impressions are more deep^ 
because they observe, more than we, the dictates of nature, and know 
how to sacaice personal^terest to the ties of friendship." 
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ALEXANDER H. EVERETT. 

Sir, we are som^mes told that all these efforts will be unavailing— 
Ifaat the Afiican is a degraded member of the human fitmily-— that a 
man with a dark skin and curled hair, is necessarily, as such, incat- 
paUe of improvement and civilization, and condemned by the vice of 
mi pfayideaf conformation, ta vegetate for ever in a state of hopieless 
baifoansm. Mr. President, I reject, with contempt and indignation, 
this miserable heresy. In replymg to it, the friends ef truth and hu^ 
manity have not hitherto done justice to the argument In order to 
prove that the blacks were capable of intellectual efforts, they have 
painfully collected a few impertect specimens of what some of them 
liave done in this way, even in the degraded condition which they 
oocnpy at present' in Christendom. Sir, this is not the way to treat 
the subject Go back to an earlier period in the history of our raca 
See what the blacks were and what they did three thousand years 
ago, in the period of their greatness and glory, when they occuoied 
the fore front in the march of civilization — when they constitutea in 
fact the whole civilized world of their time. Trace this very civiliza* 
tioo, of which we are so proud, to its origin, and see where you will 
find it We received it from our European ancestors : thev had it 
fiom the Greeks and Romans, and the Jews. But, Sir, where did 
the Greeks and the Romans and the Jews get it? They derived it 
fiom Ethiopia and Egypt, — ^in one word, from Africa. Moses, we 
are told, was instructed in all the learning of the Egyptians. The 
founders of the principal Greciim cities, such as Athens, Thebes, and 
Delphi, came from E^pt, and for centuries afterwards, their descend- 
ants returned to that country, as the source and centre of civilization. 
There it was that the generous and stirring spirits of the time-^Hero- 
dotus. Homer, Plato, Pythagoras, and the rest, made their noble voy- 
afics of intellectual and moral discovery, as ours now make them m 
England, France, Germany, and Italy. Sir, the Egyptians were the 
masters of the .Greeks and the Jews, and consequent^ of all &e 
modem nations in civilization, and they had carried it very nearly as 
fiur^n some respects, perhaps, a good deal further than any subse- 
quent people. Tne ruins of the Blgyptian temples lau^h to scorn the 
architectural monuments of any other part of the wcnid. They will 
be what they are now, the delight and aa miration of travellers from all 
quarters, when the grass is growing on the sites of St Peter's and 
St Paul's, — ^the present pride of Rome and London. 
^Well, Sir, who were tne Egyptians ? They were Africans : — and 
of what race? — ^It is sometimes pretended, that though Africans, and 
of Ethiopian extraction, they were not black. But what says the 
father of^ history, who had travelled among them, and knew their 
appearance, as well as we know that of our neighbors in Canada 7 
Sir, Herodotus tells you that the Egyptians were blacks, with curled 
hair. Some writers nave undertak^i to dispute his authority, but I 
cannot bring myself to believe that the father of history did not know 
black from white. It seems, therefore, that for this very oivilizatioa 
of wkkdi we are so proud, and which is the only ground of our preient 
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daim of superiority, #e are indebted to the ancestors of these veir 
blacks, whom we are pleased to consider as naturally incapable of 
civilization. — Speech atMasaathuaetts ColonizaHon SoeiaiffFeb, 7, 183X 

ARCHBISHOP SHARP. 

That Africa, which is now more fruitful of monsters, than it waM 
once for excellently wise and learned men, — that Africa, which formeriy 
afibrded us our Clemens, our Qrigen, our TerttdUan, our Cyprian^ our, 
•dugustin, and many other extraordinary lights in die Church of God, — 
that &mous Africa, m whose soil, Christianity did thrive soprodigiously, 
and could boast of so many flourishing churches, — alas ! is now a wilder- 
ness. "The wild boars have broken into the vineyard, and ate it upu 
and it brings forth nothing but briers and thorns," to use the woids of 
the prophet. And who l^nows but God may suddenly make this 
church and nation, this our England, which, Jeshurun-hke, is waxed 
fat and grown proud, and has kicked a^inst God, such another exampU 
of vengeance of this kind. — Speech in House of Commons. 

A CITIZEN OP THE WORLD. 

The sum of five thousand pounds sterling, stands invested for ttm 
mutual bendSt of two very excellent institutions in. London — the 
Ma^alen Asylum 'and the Foundling Hospital. It was bequeathed' 
to them by one OMICHAND, a Hack merchant in Calcutta, who left 
many equally liberal donations to otiier charitable institutions in aii 
parts of the world. 

Another. — A poor negro walking towards Deptford, Eng., saw 
by the road side an old sailor of a di&rent complexion, with but one 
arm and two wooden legs. The worthy African immediately took 
three halfpence and a farthing, his little alt, from the side-pocket of fafs 
tattered trowsers, and forced uiem into the sailor's hand, while he wiped 
the tears from his eye with the comer of his bliie patched jacket, and 
then walked away quite happy. — ShoUo and Reuben Percys Jineedoies, 

TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE. 

Citizen Consul, — ^Your letter, of the 27th Brumaire, has been 
transmitted to me by Citizen Le Clerc, your brother-in-law, whom yoa 
have appointed Captain General of this island, a title not recognised 
by the Constitution of St Domingo. The same messenger has restored 
two innocent children to the Tond embraces of a doting father. What 
M. noble instance of European humanity! But, dear as those pledges 
are to me, and painful as our separation is, I will owe no obligations to 
my enemies, and I therefore return them to the custody of their jotfcrt. 

You ask me, do 1 desire consideration, honors, and fortune? Most 
certainly I do, but not of thy giving. My consideration is placed ia 
the respect of my countrymen, my honors in their attachment, my 
fortune in their disinterested fidelity. Has this mean idea of personal 
aggrandizement been held out in the hope that I would be induced 
thereby to betray the cause I have undertaken ? The power I possess 
ham heea as legitimately acquired as your own, and nought but the 
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decided voice of the people of St Domingo shall compel me to rdlo- 

ouishit 

It ia not cemented by blood, or maintained by the artifices of Emo- 
pean policy. ** The ferocious men whose persecutions I put a stop to," 
miTe confessed my clemency, and I have pardoned the wretch whose 
dagger has been ouned at my life. If I have removed from this island 
certidn turbulent spirits, who strove to feed the flames of civil war, 
tfa^ guilt has been first established before a competent tribunal, and 
finatty confessed by themselves. Is there one of them who can say 
that he has been condemned unheard or untried ? And yet these mon« 
sters are to be brou^t back once more, and, aided by the bloodhounds 
of Cuba, are to be uncoupled and hallooed to hunt us down and devour 
ns ; and this by men wno dare to call themselves ChrUtiana, — Letter 
t9 Bonaparte^ 1803. 

'*He was bom a slave in St Domingo, 1745. In his youth he was 
noted for his benevolence and tender feeling towards brutes, and his 
stability of temper. By assidiiity he learnt to read, write and cipher, 
this, and his regular and amiable deportment, gained the esteem of 
his master, whom he saved in the revolution of 1791. That he never 
broke his word was proverbiaL His unUmited power he never abused. 
The French general, being unable to corrupt, abducted him to a 
dungeon in France, where he perished in 1803." — History ofHajftL 

Gockoin, in his admirable Lectures on Colonial Slavery, says : " Can 
the West India Islands, since their first discovery by Columbus, boast 
a single name which deserves comparison with that of Toussaint 
L'Ouverture ?" He is thus spoken of by Vincent in his Reflections on 
the State of St Dommgo : '^ Toussaint L'Ouverture is the most active 
Mid indefiitigable man, of whom it is possible to form an idea. He is 
ahrays present wherever difficulty or danger makes his presence 
necessary. His great sobriety, — the power of living without repoee,~r 
tibe facility with which he resumes the affiiirs c^ the cabinet, after the 
most tiresome excursions, — of answering daily a hundred letters, — 
and of habitually tiring five secretaries — render him so superior to 
all around him, that their respect and submission almost amount to 
fanaticism. It is certain no man in modem times has obtained such 
an influence over a mass of ignorant people, as General Toussamk 
jkMtesses over his brethren of St Dommga He is endowed with »- 
pMdigious memory. He is a' good father and a good husband." 

Toussaint, Thou hast left behkid 

Powers that will work for thee ; lor, earth and skies ; 

There's not a breathing of the common wind 

That will forget thee ; thou hast great alli^. 

Thy friends are exultations, agonies, 

Ana love, and man's unconquerable mind. 

Wordsworth. 

PHILLIS WHEATLY. 

No more America, in mournful strain, 
Of wrongs and grievance unredressed complain ; 
No longer shalt thou dread the iron chain 
Which wanton Tyrazmy, with lawless hand. 
Has made, and with tk meant t* enslave the laai. 
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Should you, my lord, while you peruse my song, 
Wonder from whence my love of Freedom sprung, 
Whence flow these wishes for the common good. 
By feelinpr hearts alone best understood, 
I, young m life, by Seeming cruel fate. 
Was snatched from Afric's fancied happy sea^': 
What pangs ezcrutiating must molest, 
What sorrows labor in my parent's breast ! 
Steeled was that soul, and by no misery moved, 
That from a father seized his babe beloved : 
Such, such my case. And can I then but pray 
Others may never feel tyrannic sway ? 

mSTORICAL EVIDENCE, 

Concerning the MjffecU of Immediate Emmeipation, 

When the <]uestion of immediate abolition was first started in 
England, the friends of slavery vociferated nothing more loudly, thaa 
the danger of universal insurrection and bloodshed; and nothing took 
stronger hold of the sympathies and conscientious fears of the people, 
than uese repeated assertions. This is precisely the state of things in 
our own country, at the present time. We aU know that it is not 
according to human nature for men to turn upon their benefactors, 
and do violence, at the very moment they receive what they have lonjg 
desired ; but we are so repeatedly told the slaves vjiU murder their 
masters, if lliey fflve them freedom, that wie can hardly help believins 
that, in this pecuuar case, the laws of human nature mtut be reversed 
Let us try to divest ourselves of the fierce excitement now abroad' in 
the community, and calmly inquire what is the testimony of history on 
tins important subject 

In June, 1793, a civil war occurred between the aristocrats s^nd 
republicans of St Domingo ; and the planters called in the aid of Great 
Britain. The opposing parl)r proclaimed freedom to all slaves, and 
armed them against the Britishl It is generally supposed that the 
abolition of slaver^ in St Domingo was in cotisequenee of insumetUms 
among the slaves ; but this is not true. It was entirely a measure of 
ptditieal expediency. And what were the consequences of this sudden 
and universal emancipation ? Whoever will take the pains to search 
the histories of that island, will find the whole colored population 
remained faithful to the republican party which had given them freedom. 
The British were defeated, and obliged to evacuate the island. The 
sea bein^ at that time full of British cruisers, the French had no time 
to attend to St Domingo, and the colonists were left to govern them- 
selves. And what was the conduct of the emancipated slaves, under 
these circumstances? ^ About 500,000 slaves had instantaneously 
ceased to be property, and were invested with the rights of men ; yet 
there was a decrease of crime, and every thing went on quieJy and 

Prosperously. Col. Malenfant, who resided on the island, pays, in his 
istorical memoir: ** After this public act of emancipation, the negroes 
remained quiet both in the south and west, and they continued to work 
upon all the plantations. Even upon those estates which had been 

7* 
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mbandoned by owners and managersy'ihe negroes continued their labor 
where there were any agents to guide ; and where no white men were 
left to direct them, they betook themselves to planting provisions. The 
colony was flourishing. The whites hved nappy and in peace upon 
their estates, and the negroes iicmtinued to *^orK for them." 

General Lacroix, in his memoirs, speaking* of the same period, says: 
** The colony marched as by enchantment towards its ancient splendor ; 
cultivation prospered ; every day produced perceptible proofs of its 
progress." 

This prosperous state of things lasted about eight years ; and would 
probably have continued to this day, had not Bonaparte, at the insti- 

gition of the old aristocratic French planters, sent an army to deprive 
e blacks of the freedom which they had used so well. It was the 
attempt to restore slavery, that produced all the bloody horrors of St. 
Dominga EmanciptUion produced the most blessed effects. 

In June, 1794, Victor Hugo, a French republican general, retook 
the i^nd of Guadak>upe from the British, ana immediately proclaimed 
fieedom to all the slaves. They were 85,000 in number, and the whites 
only 13,000. M disasters whatever occurred in consequence of this step. 

On the tOth of October, 1811, the congrei^s of Chili decreed that 
every child bom after that day should be free. 

In 1821, the congress of Colombia emancipated all slaves who had 
borne arms in favor of the republic ; and provided for the emancipation 
in dghteen years of the whole slave population, amounting to 900,000. 

In September, 1829, the government of Mexico granted immediate 
•nd unqualified fireedom to every slave. In all these cases, not. one 
instance of insurrection or bloodshed has ever been heard of, as the resuU 
of enumcipation. 

In July, 1823, 30,000 Hottentots in Cape Colony, were emancipated 
from their long and cruel bondage, and admitted by law to all the 
rights and privueges of the white colonists. Outrages were predict^ 
as the inevitable consequence of freeing human creatures so completely 
brutalized as the poor Hottentots ; but all went on peaceably ; and as 
a gendeman facetiously remarked, '^ Hottentots as they were, they 
worked better for Mr. Uash, than they had ever done for Mr. Lash.^ 

In the South African Commercial Advertiser of February, 1831, it 
is stated : ^ Three thousand prize negroes have received their freedom ; 
four hundred in one day ; but not the least difficulty or disaster occured. 
Servants found masters — masters hired servants — all gained homes, and 
at ni^ht scarcely an idler was to be seen. — To state that sudden eman- 
cipation would create disorder and distress to those you mean to serve, 
is not reason, but the plea of all men adverse to abolition." 

On the 1st of August, 1834, the government of Great Britain eman- 
cipated the slaves in all her colonics, of which she had twenty ; seven- 
teen in the West Indies, and three in the East Indies. 

The namerical superiority of the negroes in the West Indies is great 

In Jamaica there were 331,000 slaves, and only 37,000 whites. By 

the clumsy apprenticeship system, the old stimulus of the whip was 

taken away, while the new and better stimulus of wages was not 

•ppUed, The negroaB were aware that if they worked wdll they 
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■bould not be paid for it, and that if they worked ill thej could not be 
flogged, as they bad formerly been. Yet even under these disadvan* 
t^eoos circnnHtances, no diflicnltiefl occorred except in three of the 
ia^ds; and even there the difficulties were slight and temporaiy. 
t^e worst enemies of abolition hate not tet been able to 
show that a single drop op blood has been shed, or a single 
plantation fired, in consequence of emancipation, di all the 
British West Indies ! 

Antigua and Bermuda did not try the apprenticeship system ; but 
of once gave the stimulus of wages. In those islanda not the tUghtest 
dyficuUies have occured. The journals of Antigua say : ^ The great 
doubt is solved ; and the highest hopes of the negro's friends are ful« 
filled. Thirty thousand men have passed from slavery into freedom, 
not only without the slightest irregularity, but with the solemn and 
decorous tranquillity of a Sabbath !" 

In Antigua there are 2,000 whites, 30,000 slaves, and 4,500 free 
blacks. 

Antigua and St Christopher's are within gunshot of each other ; 
both are sugar growing colonies ; and the proportion of blacks is less 
in St Christopher's than it is in Antigua ; yet the former island has 
had some difficulty with the gradwd system, while the quiet of the 
latter has not been disturbed ror one hour by immediate emancipation. 
Do not these facts spe&k volumes ? 

The results of the British Emancipation Bill, in a pecuniary point 
of view, are truly surprising. To the astonishment of even the most 
sanguine friends of abolition, the plantations of the colonies are more 
{NToductive, more easily managed and accepted as securities for h^er 
sums on mortgage than ever they were under the slave system. It 
appears from an official statement, that, in the first quarter of the pre> 
sent year there is an increase over the average of the first quarter of 
the three years preceding (emancipation,) of the great staples of 
West Indian proauce exported. 

From Geor^town, (Demerara,) 20 per cent increase. 
From Berbice, 50 per cent increase, * 

and on coffee about 100 per cent ! 

The hundred million indemnity thus appears to have been a com- 
pensation of a novel kind, a compensation for being made richer. — 
J^lno York Evening Post. 

ST. DOMINGO. 

In most other countries we have ministers, or at least consuls to 
watch over the interests of our merchants ; but to send a minister or 
consul to St Domingo would be so revolting to the feelings of our 
southern brethren, that they would probably threaten to dissolve the 
Union, and so our merchants are lefl to take care of Aeir own interests 
fliere. It may be useful to compare the amount of those interests with 
the amount of their interests in certain other countries, where we have 
consuls, and in some instances ministers. 
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JEAN PIERRE BOYER. 

The President of Hayti has rec^ved, with your letter of the lOtti of 
October last, the di^rent publications that you have sent him. 

His Eizcdlency congratulates you on the perseverance with which 
you have pursued the work of abolition of slavery. The warmest 
desires of philanthropists accompany you in this difficult enterprise^ 
and the President of Hayti doubts not that this holy cause will con- 
clude by obtaining the triumph it merits. 

I seize, sir, this occasion of assuring you of the particular desire I 
entertain for the success of your glorious work, and renew the expres- 
sion of my high esteem. B. Inginac. 

• Letter to B, Lutidy, A'oo. 17, 183^ 

SIMON BOLIVAR. 

I beg as fervently of my country as I would for the lives of my chil- 
dren, £at you will never consent that clime, or color, or creed, should 
make any distinction in your republic — ^ddre$$ to the Senatort of 
Colombia, 

Legislators i Slavery is the infringement of all laws. A law having 
a tendency to preserve slavery, would be the grossest sacrilege. Man 
to be possessed by his fellow man! — man tq be made property off 
The image of the Deity to be put under the yoke ! Let these usurpers 
show us their title-deeds ! — ^Address to the Legislature of Bolivia and 
Peru, 

*' This distinguished man, who was second to none for patriotism 
and political phuanthropy that the last dozen centuries have produced, 
is no more. He has left an example worthy the imitation of^all slave- 
holders of every country and clime. 

"In addition to his great and untiring efibrts to break the chains of 
clerical and political bondage that oppressed his countrymen, he acted 
the part of perfect consistency in using his influence for the enfran- 
chisement of the African slaves, who were there reduced to abject ser- 
vility. We have been informed that, in the early eta^e of the Colom- 
bian revolution, > he emancipated from 700 to 1,000 slaves; and that 
he strenuously and successfully urged the total abolition of slavery 
by the government Since his deam it is stated that he has fireed 150 
more by will, who were still held by him, and who probably preferred 
remaining with him while he lived. 

"Benjamin Lundt." 

AUSTRIA. 

Extract from an ordinance of his Imperial and Royal Majesty of 
Austria, dated 25th June, 1826. 

"In order to prevent Austrian subjects and vassals from partici- 
pating in any manner in the slave-trade, and in order to prevent slaves 
nom bad treatment, his Imperial and Royal Majesty, in confohnity 
miA the existing laws of Austria (viz. section 16 of the Civil Code, 
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which determines that every human heang, in virtue of those rights 
vidiich are recognised by reaatnif is to be considered a civil person, and 
Ifaat, therefore, slavery, and every exercise of power relative to the 
state of slavery, are not tolerated in the imperial and royal dominions,) 
and further, in conformity with section 78 of the first part of the Penal 
Code, which declares every hindrance of the exercise of personal 
liberty a crime of public violence — has been graciously pleasea, by his 
sovereign resolution of 25th June, 1826, to determine and order as 
fidlows : — Art I. Any slave, from the moment he treads on the soil of 
the Imperial and Royal Dominions of Austria, or even merely steps 
cm board of an Austrian vessel, shall be free." 

Austrian Consulate General, New York, Oct 18, 1830. 

L. Ledbeer. 

RUSSIA. 

-Consular notice. — Certain individuals who, in defiance of the 
laws of their own country, still continue to engage in the African 
slave-trade, having given cause for suspicion that they intend to make 
use of the Russian flag as a protection against the right of search and 
seizure, mutually assumed and conceded by the powers participating 
in the treaty for the suppression of this nefarious ttaffic, the undeiv 
signed, the Russian Consul General, at New York, being specially 
instructed by his government, gives hereby public notice to all petsons 
whom it may concern, that the Russian flag can in no case be resorted 
to without me previous permission of the Imperial Government, and 
without le^ authorization in due form, and in strict ficcordance with 
the laws of the empire ; that any proceeding to the contrary sliall be 
considered as a. fraud, exposing the persons guilty of it to all its conse- 
quences ; and that no slave-trader, in any circumstances whatever, 
when seized under the Russian flag, or otherwise, can invoke the aid 
of the Imperial Government to screen him from just and well-merited 
punishment 

Russe du Consulate General, New York, AprU 8, 1836. 

AUOM EUSTAPOWVI. 

FRANCE. 

MARSBLLOISE HTMN. 

yntii hxriay and pride sumHuidvd, 

liie vile insatiate despots dare 
(Thdir thirst of power uid gold unbounded) 

To mete and vend tko light and air ; 
Like beasts of burden would they load us« 

Like demons bid their slaves adore ; 

But man is man, and who is more ? 
Then shall they longer lash and goad us 1 

O Liberty ! can man resign thee, 

Once having felt thy generous flame T 
Can dungeon's bolts, or bars confine thee. 

Or whips thy noble spirit tame t 
Too long'the world has wept bewailing 

That falsehood's dagger tyrants wield ; 

But freedom is our sword and shield, 
And an their arts are unavailing ! 
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MONTESaUIEU. 

Slaveiy is not osefiil either to the noaster or to the ilmye ; to the 
fllave, because he can do nothing by virtue ; to the master, because 
be contracts with his slaves all sorts of evil hatnts, inures himself in- 
sensibly to ne^ect every moral virtue, and becomes proud, passionate^ 
hard-hearted, violent, voluptuous, and cruel. The slave sees a society 
happy whereof he is not even a part ; he finds that security is 
estaolished for others, but not for him : he perceives that his master 
has a soul capable of self-advancement, while his own is violently and 
for ever repressed. Nothing puts one nearer the condition of the 
beasts than always to see freemen and not to be free. Such a person 
is the natural enemy of the society iniohich he Hves, 

It is impossible to allow the negroes are men, because if we allow 
them to be men, it will begin to be oelieved that we are not Christians. 

JEAN JACaUES ROUSSEAU. 

To renounce our liberty is to renounce our quality of man, and with 
it all the rishts and duties of humanit]^ ; and no ade<]uate compensation 
can possibly be made for such a sacrifice ; as it is in itseLP imcompati- 
ble with the nature of man, whose actions, when once he is deprived 
of his free will, must be destitute of all morality. In a word, a con- 
vention which stipulates for absolute authority on one side, and 
unlimited obedience on the other, must always be conddered as vain 
ond contradictory. What right can my slave have that is not mine, 
si^ce every thing that he has belongs to me; and to speBik of the 
ri^^ht of me against myseli is absolute nonsense. 

Thus in whatever light we view things, the right of slavery is found 
to be null ; not only because it is illegal, but because it can have no 
existence ; for the terms slavery and right contradict and exclude each 
other ; and be it from man to man, or from a man to a nation, it 
would be equally nonsensical to say — / make a covenant toith you entirely 
at your expenn, and for m^ benefit ; I tottt ohnrve it as far as my fnckns- 
Hon leads me^ and yon shtil observe U as Jar as I please,— [On the Soidal 
ContraeL] 

BUFPON. 

Upon the whole, it is apparent that the unfortunate negroes are 
endowed with excellent heaits^ and possess the seeds of every human 
virtue. I cannot write their history, without lamenting their misera- 
ble condition. Is it not more thaii enou|;h to reduce men to slavery, 
and to oblige them to labor perpetuaUy, without the capacity of 
acquiring property ? To these, is it necessary to add cruelty, and 
blows, ana to abuse them worse than brutes? Humanity revolts 
against those odious oppressions which result from avarice, and which 
would have been daily renewed, had not the laws given a friendly 
dieck to the brutality of masters, and fixed limits to the sufierings of 
their slaves. They are forced to labor ; and vet the coarsest food is 
dealt out to them with a sparing hand! ** They support," say their 
obdarate taskmasters, *' hunger without inconvenience ; a single 
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European meal is sufficient provision to a negro for three days ; how- 
ever uttic they eat or sleep they are always equally strong and equally 
fit for labor." How can men, in whose breasts a single spark of 
humanity remains unextinguished, adopt sue.) detestable maxims? 
How dare they by such baroarous and diabolicai arguments, attempt 
to paliate those oppressions which originate solely from their thirst of 
^d? But let ufr abandon those hardened monsters to perpetual 
m&my and return to our subject — Natural History, 

H. GREGK)IRE. 

U, says Pricdf you have a right to make another man a slave, he 
has a ri^t to make you a slave ; and if we have no li^tsays Ramsay, 
to sell him, no one Kas a right to purchase him. 

If ever negroes, burstkig their chains, should come (which Heaven 
forbid) on the European coast, to drag whites of both sexes from their 
families : to chain, them and conduct them to Africa, and mark tbem 
with a not iron ; if whites stolen, sold, purchased by crimes, and 
placed under the guidance of merciless inspectors, were immediately 
compelled by the stroke of the whip, to work in a cUmate injurious to 
their health, where, at the close of each day, they could have no other 
consolation than that of advancing another step to the tomb — ^no other 

Serapective than to suffer and to die in all the anguish of despair — ^if 
evoted to misery and isnominy, thev were excluded from all the 
privileges of society, and declared legally incapable of judicial action, 
their testimony would not have been admitted even against the black 
class ; if driven from the sidewalks, they were compelled to mingle 
with the animals in the middle of the street — if a subscription were 
made to have them lashed in a mass, and their backs, to prevent gan- 
grene, covered with pepper and with salt — if the forfeit for killing mem 
were but a triflins sum — if a reward were offered ibr apprehending 
those who escape from slavery — if those who escape were hunted by a 
pack of hounds, trained to carnage — if, blaspheming the Divinity, 
the blacks pretend^, that by their origin they haa permission of 
Heaven to preach passive obedience and resi^ation to the whites — ^if 
greedy hireling writers published, that for tms reason, just reprisals 
may be exercised against the rebellious whites, and that white slaves 
are'happy, more happy than the peasants in the bosom of Africa ; — ^in 
a wora, if all the arts of cunning and calumny, all the strength and 
fury of avarice, all the inventions of ferocity were directed against you, 
by a coalition of dogs, merchants, priests, kings, soldiers, and colonists, 
what cry of horror would resound through these countries? To 
express it, new epithets would be sought ; a crowd of writers, and 
particularly of poets, would exhaust their eloquent lamentations, pro- 
vided that having nothing to fear, there was something to gain. 
Europeans, reverse this hypothesis, and see what you are ! 

Yes, I repeat it, there is not a vice, not a species of wickedness, of 
which Europe is not guilty towards negroes, of which she has not shown 
them the example. Avenging God! suspend thy thunder, exhaust 
thy compassion, in giving her time and courage to repair^ if possibU^ 
thMe horrors and atrocities.— FBcwlttw qf J^gr^w. 



84 THB ABBB RATNAt — ^J. f. BBI880T — J. SWIFT* 



THE ABBE RAYNAL. 

Will it be said that he, who wants to make me a fllave, does me no 
ihjary, but that he only makes use of his rights ? Where are tho«e 
rijl^hts? Who hath stamped upon them so sacred a character as to 
■ileiice mine ? 

He who supports, the system of slayerjr, is the enemy of the whole 
human race. He divides it into two societies of legal assasins ; the 
oppressors, and the oppressed. It is the same thing as proclaiming 
to the world, if you would preserve your life, instantly take away 
mine, for I want to have yours. 

^ But the negroes, they say, are a race bom for slavery ; their dispo- 
sitions are narrow, treacherous, and wicked ; they themselves allow 
the superiority of our understandings, and almost acknowledge the 
justice of our authority. Yes ; the minds of the negroes are contracted, 
because slavery destroys all the springs of the soul. They are wicked, 
but not equally so with you. They are treacherous, because they are 
Under no obligation to speak truth to their tyrants. They acknowl- 
ed^ the superiority of our understandings, because we have abused 
their isnbrance. They allow the justice of our authority, because we 
have abused their weakness. 

I shall not be afraid to cite to the tribunal of reason and justice those 
governments, which tolerate this cruelty, or which even are not ashamed 
to make it the basis of their power. 

JAaUES PIERRE BRISSOT. 

When you run over Maryland and Virginia, you concave yonrself 
in a different world ; and you are convinced of it, when you converse 
with the inhabitants. 

They speak not here of projects for freeing the negroes ; they praise 
not the societies of London and America ; they read not the works of 
Clarkson — No ; the indolent masters behold with uneasiness the efibrts 
that are making to render freedom universal. 

" Ood has created men of tdl naHcns, of all languages, of all coUura, 
^^wdly free ; Slavery, in all-its forms, in all Us degrees, is a violation of 
the Divine laws; and a degraddion of human nature^ 

[Traoelsin the UnUed States, 1788.] 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 

ABI VIATOR, 

BT IMlTARIS, SI P0TERI8, 

STEBmniM PRO VIRILI LIBERTATIS VINDICfCM. 

(go traveller, 
and imitate if tou can, 

A STRENUOUS ADVOCATE OF HUMAN LIBERTY.) 

From the Epitaph of Dean Sw{ft, 
WrUtm hy himself, and engraveA on his monument m 8L 
PsOHelfs CathifML Avi^On. 



\ 
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JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN. 

'^Unitbrsal Emancipation." — I speak in the spirit of the British 
Law, which makes liberty commensurate with, and inseparable from, 
the British soil — ^which proclaims, even to the stranger and the so- 
journer, the moment he sets his foot upon British earth, that the ^und 
on which he treads is hc^y, and consecrated by the genius of Universal 
Emancipation. No matter in what langua^ his doom may have been 
pronounced ; no matter what complexion mcompatible with freedom, 
an Indian or an African sun may nave burnt upon him ; no matter in 
what disastrous battle his liberty may have been cloven down; no 
matter with what solonnities he may have been devoted upon the 
altar of slavery ; the first moment he touches the sacred soil of Britaim 
the altar and the god sink together in the dust ; his soul walks abroad 
in her own majesty; his body swells beyond the measure of his 
chains, that burst from ah>und him, and he stands redeemed, regent 
rated, and disenthralled, by the irresistible Genius of Univbrsal 
Emancipation. 

HENRY GRATTAN. 

Liberty — and is this subject a matter of indiflference? — Liberty, 
which, like the Deity, is an essential spirit best known by its conse* 
quences-— liberty, which now animates you in your battles by sea and 
land, and lifts you up proudly superior to your enemies — ^liberty, that 
glorious spark and emanation of tne Divinity, which fired your ance»< 
tors, and tau^t them to feel like an Hampden, that it was not life, 
but the condition of living ! An Irishman sympathizes in these nobks 
sentiments — wherever he goes — to whatever quarter of the earth he 
joumejs — ^whf^tever wind blows his poor garments, let him but have 
the pnde, the glory, the ostentation of liberty ! 

MARIA EDGEWORTH. 

Are we disposed to pity the slave-merchant, who, urged by the 
maniacal desire for gola, hears, unmoved, the groans of nis feUorw- 
Creatures, the execrations of mankind, and that " small still voice,,^ 
which haunts those who are stained with blood ? — Practical EducaHon, 

Granting it to be physically impossible that the world- should exist 
without rum and sugar and mdigo, why could they not be produced 
by fireemen as well as by slaves ? If we hired negroes for labcMrers, 
instead of purchasing them for slaves, do you think th^jr would not 
work as well as now ? Does any negro, under the fear of the ovor- 
8eer, work harder than a> Birmingham journeyman, or a Newcastle 
collier ; who toil for themselves and their families ? 

The law, in our case, seems to make the ri^ht : and the very 
verae ought to be done ; the right should make me law. 
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THOMAS MOORE. 

Who can, with patience, for a moment tea 
The medley mass of pride and misery, 
Of wtiips and cliarters, manacles and rights, 
Of slaving blacks and democratic whites, 
And all the piebald policy that reigns 
In free confusion o'er Columbia's plains ? 
To think that man,— thou just and gentle Gtod, 
Should stand before thee with a tyrant's rod. 
O'er creatures like himself, with souls from thee, 
Yet dare to boast of perfect liberty ! ! 

Away ! away ! I'd rather hold my neck 
By doubtful tenure from a Sultan's beck, 
In climes where liberty has scarce been nam'd 
Nor any right, but that of ruling claim'd. 
Than thus to live, where boasted Freedom waves 
Her fustain flag in mockery over slaves ; — 
Where motley laws, (admitting no degree 
Betwixt the basely slav'd and madly free,) 
Alike the bondage and the license suit, — 
The brute made ruler, and the man made brute ! 

DANIEL O'CONNELL. 

The Americans, in their conduct towards the slaves, were traitors to 
the cause of human liberty, foul detractors of the democratic principle 
which he had cherished throughout his political life, and blasphemera 
of that great and sacred name which they pretended to recognise. 
For, in their solemn league and covenant, the Declaration of American 
Independence, they dediared that all men (he used their own words) 
have certain ** inalienable rights," — these they defined to be, life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. To maintain these, they pledgeid them- 
selves with all the solemnity of an oath, in the presence of Almighty 
God. The aid which they had invoked from heaven had been awarded 
to them, but they had violated their awfully solemn compact with the 
Deity, and set at nought every principle wnich they professed to hold 
sacred, by keeping two and a half millions of their fellow-men in 
bondage. In reprobation of that disgraceful conduct, his humble voice 
had been heard across the wide waves of the Atlantic. Like the 
thunder-storm in its strength, it had careered against the breeze, armed 
with the lightning of Christian tru^. (Great chcerins.) And let 
them seek to repress it as they may — ^let them murder and assassinate 
in the true spirit of Lynch law ; the storm would wax louder and 
louder around them, till the claims of justice became too strong to be 
withstood, and the black man would stand up too big for his chains. 
It seemed, indeed — he hoped what he was about to say was not pro- 
fanation — as if the curse of the Almighty had already overtaken them. 
For the first time in their political history, disgraceful tumult and 
anarchy had been witnessed in their cities. Blood had been shed 
without the sanction of law, and even Sir Robert Peel had been enabled 
to taunt the Americans with gross' inconsistency and lawless proceed* 
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in^ He differed from Sir Robert Peel on many points. On one 
poiat, however, he fully agreed with him. Let the proud Americana 
team that all parties m this country unite in condemnation of their 
precfent conduct; and let them also learn that the worst of all aristoc- 
racies is that which prevails in America — an aristocracy which had 
been aptly denominated that of the human skin. The most insufierable 
pride was that shown by such an aristocracy. 

He would continue to hurl his taunts across the Atlantic. These 
would ascend the Mississippi, th^ would descend the Missouri, and 
be hoard along the banks ot the Ohio and the Monongahela, till the 
black man would leap delisted to express his gratitude to those who 
had effected his emancipation. (Cheers.) And, Ob — but perhaps it 
was his pride that dictated the hope — that some black O'Connell nught 
rise amon^ his fellow-slaves (tremendous cheers,) who would cry 
agitato, agitate, agitate (renewed cheering,) till the two millions and a 
half of his fellow-sufIc$rers learned the secret of their strength — learned 
Uiat they were two millions and a hal£ (Enthusiastic cheers.) If there 
was one tbm^ which more than another could, excite his hatred, it was 
the laws which the Americans had framed to prevent the instruction 
of their slaves. To teach a slave to read was made a capital offence. 
(Shame.) To be seen in company with a negro who could write was 
visited with imprisonment (shame,) and to teach a slave the principles 
of freedom, was punished with death. Were these human laws, it 
might be asked ? Were they not laws made by wolves of the forest ? 
No, they were made by a congregation of two-legged wolves — Ameri- 
can wolves — ^monsters in human shape, who boast c^ their liberty and 
of their humanity, while they carry the hearts of tigers within them. 
(Cheers.) With r^ard to the attacks which had been made upon his 
countrymen by such men, he rejoiced at them. (Cheers.) These 
proved to him thst the suflmrings to which they had been subiected in 
the land of their birth, had not been lost upon them ; but mat their 
kindly afiections had been nurtured into strength, and that they had 
ranged ^emselves on the side of the oppessed slave. (Cheers.) — 
Speech in OhugoWf Scotland, Sepi. 1836. 

WILUAM BEST. 

It is a matter of pride for me to recollect, that while economists and 
politicians were recommending to the Legislature the protection of this 
traffic, and senators were framing laws for its promotion, and declaring 
it a benjBfit to the country,— the judges of the land, above the age in 
which they lived, standing upon tne mgh ground of natural right, and 
disdaining to bend to the lower doctrine of expediency, declared that 
slavery was inconsistent with the genius of the English Constitution, 
and that human beings could not be the subject matter of property. 
As a lawyer, I speak of that eariy determination, when a dimrent 
doctrine was prevailing in the senate, with a considerable degree of 
professional pride. 
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Be it eiiMUd, tbat (UI and eT«i7 of the peraoni, wbo, on IhBfint day 
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Aim uid after tbe fint day otJiuguit, one thonaand oght hmMiM and 
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dkdia^edo^ and from ■nman]m(iriLiTntT,aiMl^BUbe*b*datd]r 
and for ever manomittedi and that tiie children theraaftar to be bom 
to any auch penoni^ and tbeofllpting of andi dnldren, dwU in lika 
manner tie hoe fiom thdr birtb; vtd UM 6«m and after the fint day 
of .4iigiul, me Ooound aglit hundred and thirtt-finir, SLAVERT 
tUl bi, Bul it lurthy uUcr§ ami /«■ ner ABOLISHED Mil ifeetaral 
miaMi^ tknngKoul Iht Bbriih cUaniet, y i i UH ww, Mid pOMWtifM 
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WILUAM BLACKSTONE. 

Those rights which Grod and nature have established, and are, 
therefore, called natural rights — such as life and liberty — need not the 
aid of human laws to be more efiectuall^ invested in every man than 
they are ; neither do they receive any additional strength wnen declared 
by the municipal laws to be inviolable. On the contraiy, no human 
legislature has power to abridge or destroy them, unless the owner 
himself shall commit some act which amounts to a forfeiture. 

The first and primar]^ end of all human laws is, to maintain and 
regulate those absolute rights of individuals. The absolute right&^f 
man, considered as a free agent, endowed with discernment to know 
good from evil, and with power of choosing those measures which 
appear to him most desirable, are usually summed up in one general 
appellation, and denominated the natural liberty of mankind. This 
natural liberty consists, properly in a power of acting as one thinks fit, 
without any restraint or control, unless by the law of nature , being a 
right inherent in us by birth, and one of the gifts of God to man at his 
creation, when he endued him with the faculty of free will. But every 
man, when he enters into society, gives up a part of his natural liberty, 
as the price of so valuable a purchase ; ana, in consideration of receiving 
the advantages of mutual commerce, obliges himself to comform to 
those laws which the community has thought proper to establish. 

These rights and liberties are no other than either that residuum 
of natural Eberty which is not required by the laws of society to be 
sacrificed to public convenience ; or else those civil privileges which 
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*' If such laws are not absoltUety necessary for the government of 
slaves, the law-makers must unavoidably allow themselves to be the 
most cruel and abandoned tyrants upon earth, and, perhaps that ever 
were on earth. But, on the other hand, if it be said that it is impos- 
sible to govern slaves, toithout such inhuman severity and detestable 
injustice, me same is an invincible argument against the least toleration 
01 slavery among Christians; because temporal proJUs, cannot com- 
pensate the forfeiture of everlasting welfare — that the cries of these 
much injured people wHl certainly reach heaven — that the Scriptures 
denounce a tremendous judgment against the man who sh?.!! ofiend 
mie little one — that it were better for the nation that their American 
dominions had never existed, or even that they had sunk in the sea, than 
that the kingdom of Great Britain should be loaded with the horrid ^ilt 
of tolerating such abominable wickedness,^ kc.— Journal, Feb, 18th, 1772. 

THOMAS CLARKSON. 

I passed through no town in which some individual had not left off 
the use of sugar. In the smaller towns there were from ten to fifly by 
wtiination, mi in tho larger, €eom two to five hundced^ hv^a \aAd.TsajS^ 

8* 
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this sacrifice to virtue. These were of all ranks and parties. Rich 
and poor, churchmen and dissenters, had adopted the measure. Even 
srocers had left off trading in the article in some places. In gentiemen'a 
nunilies, where ^e master had set the example, the servants had oflen 
voluntarily followed it ; even children, capable of understanding the 
African^s sufferings, excluded, with the most virtuous resolution, the 
accustomed sweets from their lips. By the least computation I could 
make, from notes taken down in my journey, no fewer than three 
hundred thousand (300,000) persons bad abandoned tho use of sugar. 

This account of the manner in which light and information proceed in 
a free country, furnishes us with some vuuable knowledge. It shows 
us, first, the great importance of education ; for all they who can read 
may become enlightened. They may gain as much from the dead as 
firom the living. TThey may see the sentiments of former ages. Thus 
they may contract, by degress, habits of virtuous inclination, and 
become fitted to join with others in the removal of any of the evils of lUe. 

It shows us, secondly, how that encouraging maxim may become 
true. That no good ewart is ever lost. For if he, who makes the 
virtuous attempt, should be prevented by death from suceeding in it, 
can he not speak through the tomb ? W ill not his works still breathe 
his sentiments upon it ? May not the opinions, and the facts, which 
he has recorded meet the approbation of ten thousand readers of whom 
it is propable, in the common course of things, that some will branch 
out of him as authors, and others as actors or laborers, in the same 
cause?* 

WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. 

TO THOMAS CLUIXSOK. 

Oh the fiuii passing of the BiU for the aboUtion of the Slave-trade, March, 1807* 

Clakkson ! it was an obstinate hill to climb : 
How toilsome— nay, how dire it was, by thee 
Is known, by none perhaps, so feelingly ; 
But, thou, who starting in thy fervent prime 
Did'st first lead forth this pilgrimage sublime. 
Hast heard its constant voice its (inarge repeat, 
Which out of thy youug heart's oracular seat, 
First roused thee. — O true yoke-fellow of time 
With unabating effort, see, tlie palm 
Is won, and by all nations shall be worn ! 
The bloody writing is for ever torn, 
And thou henceforth shalt have a good man's calm, 
A great man's happiness ; thy zeal shall find 
Repose at length firm friend of human kind ! 

WILLIAM WILBERFORCE. 

It was ridiculous to sa^ that men would be bound by their interesiL 
whdn gain or ardent passion urged them. It might as well be assertea 

* " Resolved, That the Speaker be requested to acknowledge the receipt and 

acceptance of Clarkson's History of Slavery, presented by the American Con- 

rentKm for promoting the abolition of slavery, and improvin^r the concution of 

tbmA/ricanaf and that the said work be deposited in ihe Ubvvy "— ilMs« ^ 
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Ihitt a fitone could not be thrown into the air, or a body move fixmi 
place to place, because the principles of gravitation bound them to tiie 
torface <h the earth. If a planter Ibund himself reduced in his profits, 
lie did not usually dispose of any part of hia slaves ; and his own 
gratifications were never given up, so long as there wafi a possibili^ 
of making any retrenchment in the allowance of his slaves. 

It was the gracious ordinance of Providence, both in the natural and 
moral world, that good dhould often arise out of evil. Hurricanes 
cleared the air ; and the propagation of truth was promoted by perse- 
cution. Pride, vanity, and profusion contributed often, in tneir re- 
moter consequences, to the happiness of mankind. In common, what 
was itself evil and vicious was permitted to carry along with it some 
oncumstances of palliation. Tne Arab was hospitable ; the robber 
brave. We did not necessarily find cruelty associated with fraud, or 
meanness with injustice. But here the case was &r otherwise. It 
was the prerogative of this detestable traffic to separate from eyil its 
concomitant good, and to reconcile discordant mischiefs. It n>bbed 
war of its seneroeity ; it deprived peace of its security ; we saw in it 
the vices of polished society, without its knowledge or its comforts ; 
and the evils of barbarism without its simplicity. No age, no sex, no 
rank, no condition, was exempt from the fatal influence of this wid^ 
wasting calamity. Thus it attained to the fullest measure of pure, un- 
miJEed, unsophisticated wickedness ; and, scorning all competition tfhd 
comparison, it stood without a rival in the secure, undisputed posses- 
sion of its detestable pre-eminence. 

WILLIAM PITT. 

Mr. Pitt rose, and said, that from the first hour of his having had the 
honor to sit in pariiament down to the present, amon^ all the questions, 
whether political or personal, in which it had been ms fortune to take 
a share, there never nad been one in which his heart was so deeply in- 
terested as in the present ; both on account of the serious principles 
invc^ved, and the consequences oHinected with it 

The present was not a mere question of feeling. The argument, 
which ought in his opinion to determine the committee, was, that the 
diave-traae was unjust It was, therefore, such a trade as it was im- 
possible for him to support, unless it could be first proved to him, that 
there were no laws of^morahty binding upon nations ; and that it was 
ndt the duty of a legislature to restrain its subjects from invading the 
happiness of other countries, and from violating the fundamental prin- 
ciples of justice. 

EDMUND BURKE. 

Nothing makes a slave but a degraded man. In proportion as ikto 
mind grows callous to its degradation, and all sense of manly pride is 
lost, the slave feels comfort In fact, he is no longer a man. If he 
were to define a man, he would say vrith Shakspeare, 

** Man is a being, holding large discourse, 
Looking before and after." 

But a ilaye was incapable of lodging before and after. Hft\9A^\»^ 
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motive to do it. He was a mere passive iastrament in the hands of 
others, to be used at their discretion. Though hving, he was dead as 
to all voluntary a^ncy. Though moving amidst the creation with an 
erect form, and with the shape and semblance of a human being, he 
was a nullity as a man. 

He said the slave-trade was directly contrary to the principles of 
humanity and justice, and that the state of slavery which followed it, 
however mitigated, was a state so improper, so degrading, and bo 
ruinous to the feelings and capacities ot human nature, that it ou^it 
not to be suffered to exist 

JOHN COURTENAY. 

The trade, it had been said, was conducted upon the principles of 
humanity. Yes : we rescued the Africans from what we were pleased 
to call their wretched situation in their own country, and then we took 
credit for our humanity : because, after having killed one half of them 
in the seasoning, we substituted what we were pleased to call a better 
treatment than that which they would have experienced at home. 

It had been said by Mr. Stanley, that the pulpit had been used as 
an instrument of attack on the slave-trade. He was happy to learn it 
had been so well employed ; and he hoped the bishops would rise up 
in the house of lords, with the virtuous indignation which became 
them, to abolish a traffic so contrary to humanity, justice, and religion. 

CHARLES JAMES FOX. 

Some had considered this question as a question of political, whereas 
it was a question of personal freedom. Political freedom was un- 
doubtedly a great blessing ; but, when it came to be compared with 
personal, it sunk to nothing. To confound the two served therefore 
to render all arguments on either perplexing and unintdligible. Per- 
sonal freedom was the first right of every human beine. It was a right, 
of which he who deprived a fellow creature was absSutely criminu in 
so depriving him, and which he who withheld was no less criminal in 
withholding. He would say that if the house, knowing what the trade 
was by the evidence, did not by their vote mark to all mankind their 
abhorrence of a practice so savage, so enormous, so repugnant to all 
laws, human ana divine, they would consign their characters to eter- 
nal infamy. 

But what was our motive in the case before us ? To continue a 
crade which was a wholesale sacrifice of a whole order and race of our 
fellow creatures ; which carried them away by force from their native 
country, in order to subject them to the mere will and caprice, the 
tjrannvand oppression, of other human beings, for their whole natural 
lives, them and their posterity for ever ! ! O most monstrous wicked- 
ness ! O unparsUeled barbarity ! 

Let them remember that humanity did not consist in a squeamb^ 
ear. It did not consist in shrinking and starting at such tales as these ; 
but in a di position of the heart to remedy the evils they unfolded. 
Humanity belonged rather to the mind than to the nerves. But, if so, 
it should prompt men to charitable exertion. 
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Let them mAke the case their own. This was theChristian itifo t£ 
jod^g ; and, having m^itioned Chrietiamty, he was sorry to find 
AhlI any should suppose that it had given countenance to soch a sywtem 
MToppiession. So tkr was this from bdng the case, that he thougfatit 
one of the most splendid triumphs of this religion, that it had caused 
fltSivery to be so generally abdisned on its appearance in tiie Worid. It 
had done this by teaching us, amon^ other beautiful precepts, that, in 
the sight of their Maker, all mankind were equal. He knew, how- 
ever, mat what he had been ascribing to Christianity had been inn 
tibted by others to the advances which philosophy baa made. Each 
of the two parties took the merit to itselt The philosopher gave it to 
philosophy, and the divine to religion. He should not then dispute 
with dther of them ; but as both coveted the praise, why should they 
not emulate each other by promoting this improvement in the conditioa 
of the human race? 

PHILIP FRANCIS. 

Havine himself an interest in the West Indies, he thought that what 
he shoulcTsubmit to the house would have the double ef^t of evidence 
and argument ; and he stated m^et unequivocally hb opinion, that the 
abolition of the slave-trade would tend materially to the ben^t of the 
West Indies. — ^Many had affirmed that the slave-trade was politic and 
expedient^ but it was worthy of remark, that no man had ventured to 
deny that it was criminaL Criminal, however, he declared it to be in 
the highest degree ; and he bdieved it was eqimlly impolitic. Both its 
inexpediency and injustice had been established by the honorable 
mover. 

He instanced an overseer, who^ having thrown a nem into a cop- 
par of boiling cane-juice for a trifling ofimce, was punished meiely fa^ 
the loss of his plaoe, and by being obUged to pay me value of his slave. 
He stated another instance of a giri St fourteen, who was dreadfillly 
whipped for oomine too late to her work. She fell down motionless 
after it: and was then dragged along the ground, bythe legs, to an 
bospitai ; wheee-ahe died. jThts viras a notorious fact, ft was pub* 
liabed in the Jamaica Chisette : and it has even happened since ^ 
question of the abolition had been started. 

Tiie only argument used against soeh cruelties wan the mastoid 
interest in the smve. But he urged the common cruelty to horses, in 
which the drivers had an ecjual interest with the drivers of men in thb 
colonies^ as a proof that this was no security. He had never heard an 
instance of a master b^ng punished for the murder of his slaTS. 

MR. HUDDLESTONE. 

He sttd that a curse attended this trade efea in the tnode of defend- 
ing it By a certain fatality, none but the vilest arguments were bMght 
forward, which corrupted the very persons, Who used them. Vvery 
one of these were built on the narrow ground of interest; of pecuniaiy 
profit; of sordid gain; in opposition to every higher consideration; 
to ev<«y motive that had reference to htfftiiuiihr, justice, and religion : 
or to that |p«at principle, whidi tMnpniliNMd them an. nMonlt 
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before the most determined advocate of this odious traffic, the exact 
image of himself in the garb and harness of a sUve, dragged and 
whipped about like a beast ; place this image also, before him, and 
paint it as that of one without a ray of hope to cheer him ; and yoa 
would extort from him the reluctant confession, that he would not 
endure for an hour the misery, to which he condemned his fellow- 
man for life. 

SAMUEL WHITBREAD. 

Ko eloquence could persuade him, that the Africans were torn from 
their countiy and their aearest connenons, merely that they might lead 
a happier fife ; or that they could be placed under the uncontrolled 
domimon of others without sufierin^. Arbitrary power would spoil 
the hearts of the best Hence would arise tyranny on the one side, 
and a sense of injury on the other. Hence the passions would be let 
loose, and a state of perpetual enmity would follow. 

He needed only to go to the accounts of those who defended the sys- 
tem of slavery, to show that it was cruel. He was forcibly struck last 
year by an expression of an honorable member, an advocate for the 
trade, who, when he came to speak of the slaves, on selling off the stock 
erf* a plantation, said, that they fetched less than the common pricey 
because they were damaged ! Damaged I What I were they coods 
and chatteis? What an idea wais this to hold out to our tellow 
creatures I 

THOMAS ERSKINE. 

The Lord Chancellor (Elrskine) said, << From informatioa which he 
could not dispute, he was warranted in saying, that on this continent 
[Africa] husbands were fraudulently and forcibly severed fix>m their 
wives, and parents from thdr children j and that all the ties of blood 
and affection were torn up by the roots. He had himself seen the un^ 
happy natives put together in heaps in the hold of a ship, where, with 
every possible attention to them, tneir situation must have been intole- 
rable. He had also heard proved in courte of justice, facts still more 
dreadful than those which ne had seen. One of these he would just 
mention. The slaves on board a certain ship rose in a mass to liberate 
themselves ; and having far advanced in the pursuit of their object, it 
became necessary to repel them by force. Some of them yielded ; 
some of them were killed in the scuffle ; but manv of them actually 
jumped into the sea and were drowned ; thus preferring death to the 
misery of their situation ; while others hung to the ship, repentins of 
their lashness, and bewailing with frightful noises their horrid fate. 
Thus the whole vessel exhibited but one hideous scene of wretched- 
ness. They, who were subdued, and secured in chains, were seized 
with the flux, which carried many of them off These things were 
proved in a trial before a British juiy, which had to consider, wheth^ 
this was a loss, which fell within the policy of insurance, the slaves 
being regarded as if they had been only a cargo of. dead matter. He 
coulo mention other instances, but they were much too shocking to be 
described. Surel^r their lordiriups could never consider 8Q<^ a traffie 
|e be oenaisteot with homanity or justice," 
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GEORGE GRENVILLE. 

Lord Grenville then read a resolution of the Commons. ''This 
resolution, he said, stated first, that the slave-trade was contrary to 
humanity, justice, and sound policy. That it was contrary to humani- 
ty was obvious ; for humanity might be said to be sympathy for the 
mstress of others, or a desire to accomplish benevolent ends by good 
means. But did not the sla<re- trade convey ideas the yery reverse of 
the definition ? It deprived men of all those comforts, m which it 
pleased the Creator to make the happiness of his creature to consist, of 
the blessing of society, of the charities of the dear relationships of 
husband, wife, father, son, and kindred ; of the due discharge of the 
relative duties of these, and of that freedom, which in its pure and 
natural sense, was one of the greatest gifls of God to man. 

" It was impossible to read the evidence, as it related to this trade, 
without acknowledging the inhumanity of it and our own disgrace. 

''In a state of nature, man had a right to the fruit of his own labour 
absolutely to himself; and one of the main purposes, for which he en- 
tered into society, was, that he might be better protected in the posses- 
sion of his rights. In both cases, therefore, it was manifestly unjusL 
that a man should be made to labor during the whole of his life, ana 
yet have no benefit from his labor. Hence the slavt>trade and the 
colonial slavery were a violation of the very principle, upon which all 
law for the protection of property was founded. Whatever benefit 
was derived from that trade to an individual, it was derived from dis- 
honor and dishonesty. He forced from the unhappy victim of it that, 
which the latter did not wish to give him ; and he gave to the same 
victim that, which he in vain attempted to show, was an equivalent to 
the thin^ he took, it being a thins for which there was no equivalent, 
and which, if he had not obtaineoby force, he would not have possess- 
ed at all. The injustice complained of was not confined to the bare 
circumstance of robbing them of the right to their own labor. It was 
conspicuous throughout the system." 

WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE. 

Shyloeh. What judgment shall I dread, doing no wrong ? 
Tou have among you manv a purchased slave.* 
Which like your asses, and your dogs, and mules, 
You use in abject and in slavish parts, 
Because you bought them : — shall I say to you, 
Let them be free, marry them to your heirs ? 
Why sweat thev under burthens ? let their beds 
Be made as soft as yours, and let their palates 
Be season'd with such viands ? you will answer, 
The slaves are ours : — so do I answer you : 
The pound of flesh, which I demand of'^him. 
Is dearly bouglit, is mine, and I will have it ; 
If you deny me, fie upon your law ! 

SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

* This argument, Considered as used to the particular persons, seems con* 
elusive. I see not how Venetians or Englishmen, while they practice the pur- 
chase and sale of slaves, can much enforce or demand the law of doings t* 
otbart as we would they should do to ns. 
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JOHN MILTON. 

O ezecnbto ton, so to uMjibre 
Above bis brethren, he himself assominf 
Authority usurped from God, not given. 

—Man over men 
Hb made not lord : sach title to Bmmlf 
Reservinf , human left from human free. 

In all thinn that have beauty, there is nothing to man more comely than 
Give me tne liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely, above aU Ube 

ALEXANDER POPE. 

Some safer world in depths of wood embraced, 
Some happier island in the watery waste ; 
Where slaves once more their native land behold, 
No fiends torment, no Christians tlurst for gold. 

Euay on Man. 

God fixed it certain, that, whatever day 
Makes man a slave takes half his worth aw^. 

Homer*9 Ody9sey. 

JOSEPH ADDISON. 

O Liberty, thou goddess heavenly bright. 
Profuse of bliss, and pregnant with delight ! 
Eternal pleasures in thy presence reign, 
And smiling plenty leads thy wanton train : 
Eas'd of her load, subjection grows more light. 
And poverty looks cheerful in thy sight ; 
Thou mak'st the gloomy face of nature gav, 
Giv'st beauty to the sun, and pleasure to the day. 

ROBERT BURNS. 

Pm designed yon lordling*s slave, 

By Nature's law designed, 
Why was an independent wish 

Ere planted in my mind 1 
If not, why am I subject to 

His cruelty or scorn T 
Or why has man the will and power 

To make his fellow mourn ? 

Then let us pray that come it may. 

As come it shall for a' that. 
That sense and worth o*er all the earth 

Shall bear the gree, an' a' that. 
For a' that, an' a' that. 

It's coming yet, for a' that : 
When man to man, the warla all o'er. 
Shall brothers be, an' a' that. 

TOBIAS SMOLLETT. 

Thy spirit, iKDXPXNDBircx ! let me share^ 
Lord of the Lion-heart and Eagle-eve ;— 

Tliy steps 111 follow with my bosom bare. 
Nor heed the storm that howls along thv Ay. 
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THOMAS DAY. 

And better hi the unthnely ^rave to rot. 
The world and all its cruelties fon;ot, 
Than draggM once more beyond the western m^hii 
To groanbeneath some dastard planter's chain. 
Where my poor countrymen in bondage wait 
The slow enfranchisement of lingMng fate. 
Oh ! my heart sinks, my dying eyes o'er flow, 
When memory paints the picture of their woe ! 
For I have seen them, ere the dawn of day, 
Rous*d by the lash begin their cheerless way : 
Greeting with groans, unwelcome mom's return. 
While ra^e and shame their gloomy bosoms bum : 
And chiding every hour the slow-pac'd sun. 
Endure their toils till all his race was run ; 
Ko eye to matk their sufferings with a tear, 
No friend to-comfort, and no hope to cheer ; 
Then, like the dull unpitied brutes, repair 
To stalls as wretched, and as coarse a fare ; 
Thank heaven, one d^ of mise/y was o'er, 
And sink to sleep and wish to wake n(f more. 

T%< Dying N^;r», 

S. J. PRATT. 

Tyrants o'er brutes with ease extend their pUm^ 
Then rise in cruelty from beast to man ; 
Their sordid policy each crime allows. 
The flesh that quivers, and the blood that flows, 
The furious stripes that murder in a day. 
Or tort'ring arts that kill by dire delay ; 
The fainting spirit and the bursting vein. 
All, all, are reconciled to Christian gain. 

The RtgkU ofNatwrt. 

WILLIAM COWPER. 

Man finds his fellow guilty of a skin 
Not colored like his own ; and having pow'r 
T* enforce the wrong, for such a taotiMf came 
Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey. 
Thus man devotes his b^fother, and destroys ; 
And WOTse than all, and most to be deplor'd, 
As human nature's broadest, foulest blot^ 
Chains him, and tasks him, and exiu;ts his sweat 
With stripes that mercy with a bleeding heart 
Weeps when she^sees inflicted on a beast. 
Then what ia man 7 And what man,^ seeing this, 
And having human feelings, does not blush 
And hang his head, to think himself a man ? 
I would not have a slave to till my ground. 
To carry me, to fan me while I sleep. 
And tremble when I wake, for all the wealth 
That sinews bought and sold have ever eam'd. 
No ! dear as freedom is, and in my heart's 
Just estimation priz'd above all price, 
I bad much rather be myself the slave, 
And wear the bonds, than fasten them on him. 

The tender ties of parent, husband»^&dfind, 
AU bonds of Natnrojin tlial moment end. 
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O most degrading of all ills that wait 
On man, (a mourner in his best estate !) 
All other sorrows virtue may endure, 
And find submission more than half a cure ; 
But Slavirt ! ! Virtue dreads it as her grave 
Patience itself is meanness in a slave. 
Wait, then, the dawning of a brighter day, 
And snap the chain the moment when you may 
Nature imprints upon whatever we see 
That has a heart and life in it, " Bs Fbkb.** 

WILLIAM ROSCOE. 

Form*d with the same capacity of pam. 
The same desire of pleasure and of ease, 
Why feels not man for man ! When nature shrinks 
From the slight puiicture of an insect's stinr, 
Faints, if not screened from sultry suns, and ^nee 
Beneath the hardship of an hour's delay 
Of needful nutriment ;— when Liberty 
Is prized so dearly, that the slightest breath 
That ruffle^ut her mantle, can awake 
To arms unwarlike nations, and can rouse 
Confederate states to vindicate her claims : — 
How shall the suff 'rer man his fellow doom 
To ills he mourns or spurns at ; tear with stripes 
His quiv'ring flesh ; with hunger and with thirst 
Waste his emaciate frame ; in ceaseless toils 
Exhaust his vital powers ; and bind his limbs 
In galling chains ! 

HANNAH MORE. 

See the dire victim torn from social life. 
The shrieking babe, the agonizing wife ! 
She ! wretch forlorn, is dragged by hostile hands 
To distant tyrants, sold to distant lands, 
Transmitted miseries and successive chains, 
The sole sad heritage her child obtains ! 
E'en this last wretcned boon their foes deny, 
To live together, or together die. 
By felon hands, by one relentless stroke. 
See the fond links of feeling nature broke ! 
The fibres twisting round a parent's heart, 
Tom from thehr grasp, and bleeding as they part. 

JAMES MONTGOMERY. 

. Lives there a reptile baser than a slave ? 
Loathsome as death, corrupted as the grave. 
See the dull Creole, at his pompous board. 
Attendant vassals cringing round their lord ; 
Satiate with food, his heavy eyelids close, 
Voluptuous minions fwa him to repose ; 
Prone on the noonday couch he lolls in vain. 
Delirious slumbers rack his maudlin brain ; 
He starts with horror from bewildering dreamt 
His bloodshot eye with fire and frenxy gleams. 
Be stalks abroad ; througU all his wonted rounds, 
The negro trembles, and the lash resounds. 
And cries of anguisn shrilling through the air. 
To cditant fields his drmd approach d«clare. 
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ROBERT SOUTHEY. 

' Oh, he is worn with toil ! the big drops run 
Down his dark cheek ! hold— hold thy merdless hand. 
Pale tyrant ! for beneath thy hard command 
O'er Wearied nature sinks. The scorching sun. 
As pitiless as proud Prosperity 
Darts on him his full beams ; gasping as he liesy 
Arraigning with liis looks the patient skies, 
While that inhuman trader lifts on high 
The mangling scourge. O ! ye who at your ease 
Sip the blood-sweetened beverage, thoughts like theto 
Haply ye scorn. I thank thee gracious God ! 
That I do feel upon my cheek the glow 
Of indignation, when beneath the rod, 
A saUe brother writhes in silent woe. 

THOMAS CAMPBELt. 

And say supernal Powers ; who deeply scan 

Heay'n^s dark decree, unfathomM yet by man. 

When shall the world call down to cleanse lier shame, - 

That embryo spirit, yet without a name, 

That friend of Natuie, whose avenging hands 

Shall burst the Lybian's adamantine bands ? 

Who, sternly marking on his native soil. 

The blood, ttie tears, the anguish, and the toil, 

Shall bid each righteous heart exult, to see 

Peace to the slave, and vengeance on the free ! 

Yet, yet, degraded man ! th' expected day 
That breaks your bitter cup, is tar away ; 
Trade, wealth, and fashion, ask you still to bleed, 
And holy men give scripture for the deed ; 
Scourg'd and debas'd, no Briton stoops to save 
A 'wretch, a coward ; yes, because a slave ! 

ERASMUS DARWIN. 

Wrench'd the red scourge from proud Oppression's hands, . 
And broke, curst Slavery ! thy iron bands. 

E*en now, e'en now, on yonder western shores 
Weeps pale Despair, and writhing Anguish roars ; 
. E'en now in Afnc's groves with hideous yell. 
Fierce Slavsky stalks and slips the dogs of hell ; 
From vale to vale the gathering cries rebound 
And sable nations tremble at the sound. — 
— Who right th^injured, and reward the brave. 
Stretch your strong arm, for ye have power to save ! 
Throned in the vaulted lieart, his dread resort ; 
Inexorable Conscience holds his court ; 
With still small voice the plots of guilt alarms. 
Bares his maskeld brow, his lifted hand disarms ; 
But, wrapp'd iu night with terrors all his own, 
He speaks in thunders when the deed is done. 
Hear him, ye Senates ! hear this truth sublime. 
He who auows oppression shares the erime. 

" Botanic GardeH,** 

JOHN STEWART. 

It ia from the fatal preponderance of passion over reason, that the 
atrocioas and damnable Trade in Human Flesh is sanctified; an 
act 10 infamous, that ooold all the crimeB winch history records he 
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cdlected and consolidated into one, it would lose its nature of atrocity 
and become a virtue, when placed in comparison with the slave-trade, 
considered in its double flagitiousness of first "buying the human species 
and then destroying them. It is inconceivable, that an assembly of a 
nation can be guilty of an act, that no individual who has not deeded 
himself below his species, and familiarized his ear to the association of 
his name with that of villain and scoundrel but would feel a horror of 
committing. Though legislative accomplices may cover his shame, 
and screen him from pubuc censure, yet now, in the name of truth, if 
he possesses a well-organized mind and body, and but a common 
share of reflection, (or rather the pre-eminent and characteristic share 
of an Englishman,) how can he esteem himself, when conscience will 
ever upbraid him with the participation in an act whose fla^tiousness is 
BO great, that unless he renounces the character of man, his very share 
would be sufficient to sink him into the most, ignominious contempt, 
and draw upon him more remorse than would toe catalogue of all tne 
acted and imagined cnmes in nature. — The Moral State qfjfations. 

SIR WILLIAM JONES. 

I pass with haste by the coast of Africa, whence my mind turns 
with indignation at the abominable traffic in the human species, from 
which a part of our countrymen dare to derive theur inauspicious wealth. 
Sn^r, it has been said, would be dear if it were not worked by blacks : 
a.-i if the most laborious, the most dangerous works were not carried 
o I ill every country by fireemen ; in fact, they are so carried on with 
infinitely more advantage, for there is alacrity in a consciousness of 
freedom, and a gloomy, sullen indolence in a consciousness of slavery. 
But let sugar be as dear as it may, it is better to eat none, to eat honey, 
if sweetness only be palatable ; better to eat aloes or coloquintida, than 
violate a primary law of nature, impressed on every heart not imbruted 
by avarice ; than rob one buonan creature of those eternal rights of 
which no law upon earth can justly deprive him. 

EDWARD LYTTON BULWER, 

It is in vain that Ihey oppose OPINION ; any thing else they may 
subdue. They may conquer wind, water, nature itself; but to the 
progress of that secret, subtile, pervading spirit, their imagination can 
devise, their strength can accomplish, no oar; Us vdaries they may 
seizci they may destroy : Uself, they cannot touch. If they check it in 
one place, it invades them m another. They cannot build a wall 
across the whole earth ; and even if they could, it would pass over its 
summit ! Chains cannot bind it, for it is immaterial — ^nor dungeons 
enclose it, for it is universal. Over the fag^ and the scafibld — over 
the bending bodies which they pile against its path, it sweeps on with 
a noiseless, but unceasins marcn. Do they bnng armies against it, it 
presents to them no pdpable object to oppose. Its camp is the 
imiverse; its asylum the bosoms of their own soldiers. Let them 
depopulate, destroy as they please, to each extremity of the earth ; but 
as long as they have a tmife scqpfiorter tbemaelves — aa long aa Ifaay 
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leave a sinde individual into whom that spiiit can enter, bo long diegr 
will have the same labors to encoanter, and the same enemy to anbdne. 
The Spanish Patriot Riegol's Reflectwn^s tm Tyranis, 



Oh^ Freedom ! with prophet's voice, 
Bid the ends of the earth rejoice ! 
Wherever the proud are strong, 
And right is oppressed by wrong- 
Wherever the dim day shines, 
Tlirough the ceil where the captive plnei.— > 
Go forth with a trumpet's sound ! 
And tell to the nations round — 
On the hills where the heroes trod, — 
In the shrines of the saints of God, — 
In the ruler's hall and the martyr's prison, 
That the slumber is broke and the sleeper arisen ! 
That the day of the scourge and the fetter is o'er, 
And earth feels the tread of the freeman once more I 

HENRY BROUGHAM. 

Tell me not of rishts — talk not of the property of the planter in 
his slaves. 1 deny the right^I acknowledge not the property. The 
principles, the feelings, oi our common nature, rise in rebellion against 
)t Be the appeal made to the understanding or to the heart, the sen- 
tence is the same that rejects it In vain you tell me of laws that 
sanction such a claim ! There is a law above all the enactments of 
human codes — the same throughout the world, the same in all times — 
such as it was before the daring genius of Cotumbus pierced the night 
of ages, and opened to one world the sources of power, wealth, and 
knowledge ; to another, all unutterable woes ; sucn it is at this day : 
-it is the law written by the finger of Grod oh the heart of man ; and by 
that law, unchangeable and eternal, while men despise fraud, %nd 
loathe rapine, and abhor blood, they shall reject with indignation the 
wild and guilty fantasy, that man can hold property in man ! In vain 
you appeal to treaties, to covenants between nations. The covenai^ts 
of the Almighty, whether the old or the new, denounce such unholy 
pretensions. To those laws did they of old refer, who maintained the 
African trade. Such treaties did tney cite, and not untruly; for by 
one shameful compact, you bartered the glories of Blenheim for the 
traffic in Uood ! Yet, m despite of law and of treaties, that infernal 
traffic is now destroyed, and its votaries put to death like other pirates. 
How came this- change to pass ? Not assuredly by parhament leading 
the way; but the country at length awoke; the mdignatlon of the 
people Was kindled; it descended in thunder, and smote the traffic, 
and scattered its guilty profits to the winds 

One word before I sit down, and that shall be in reference to those 
other countries which, by a singular coincidence, obtained their freedom 
about the same period when we began our effective struggle — ^tho Ameri- 
cana having obtai ned their political freedom about the time when Thomas 
Clarkson began to agitate the question of the slave- txade, and the 
French bavins obtained their restoration to freedom in the very samo 
month when Yorkshire enabled us, by the spirit which it ib&a exhibited, 

9* 
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to aeeomplish tbe great obiect of emandpatiop, for whidi we had 
preneusly so long Btru^gled in vain. That being the case, is it not 
melancholy as it regards France — ^is it not nnspeakably mournful — 
n^, is it not absolutely monstrous (I use the term witlK>ut meaning 
ofience,) as regards America — is it not matter of the prolbundest won- 
der, that in a country which boasts of being the freest (and, politically 
speaking, it is one of the freest on the face of the earth,) should be the 
country which seems to cling the most closely to the slavery of the 
negroes, a slavery which when compared with the fetters which they 
(the Americans^ so nobly burst asunder, in their resistance to the 
oppressions of tne mother country, may be compared to straws laid 
upon the back of a camel ? (Cheers.) Can tms endure— can such 
an anomaly be perpetuated— can so sroes, so vident, to egregious 
an inconsistency continue among 13,^00,000 of enlightened men 1 I 
pronounce it impossible. (Hear, hear.) I have always stood forward 
as the fast friend of America. I have no doubt that the advice I now 
gi^e her in the spirit of candor and friendship, will be recdved by her 
m the spirit in which it is ofifered. 

THOMAS POWELL BUXTON. 

Mr. T. F. Buxton, in bringing forward his promised motion on tbe 
subject of the slave-trade, observed, that no person who had not wit- 
nessed the atrocities of that abominable traffic, could have an adequate 
conception of the crimes, miseries, and cruelties to which it gave risa 
He requested the attention of the house to facts which he should lay 
before them from pariiamentary documents — facts that indicated tlie 
extent to which the slave-trade was now carried on. 

In three years and a half, 150,537 slaves were introduced into Brazil 
tHrough the single port of Rio de Janerio. But this did not include the 
wkole number departed from Africa ; it only extended, to the number 
introduced alive: we know nothing of the amount of mortality that 
iKxmrred among the' slaves on their passage. In 1830 tho slave-trade 
.had been le^aOy abolished, notwithstanding which, however, he was 
sorry to say it now proceeded with altnost as much activity as ever. 
This he gathered from the report of the Minister of Manne to the 
IjCgislative Assembly, which was as follows : — **Rio do Janeiro, June 
17, 1833. — ^Well known are the tricks resorted to by speculators, as 
sordid as they are criminal, to continue the dismceful traffic in slaves, 
in spite of all the legislative provisions and orders issued respecting it, 
which have been most scandalously eluded. It, therefore, appears 
necessary to the government to have recourse to the most efficacious 
means, which are, to arm a sufficient number of small vessels to form 
a sort of cordon sanitaire, which may prevent the access to our shores 
of those swarms of Africans that are continually poured forth from 
■hips employed in so abominable a traffic." 

cefore concluding, he would mention one fact, which had made a 
greater impression on his mind than almost any thmg else. In addition 
to the desolation which this shamefiil traffic create in Africa,~it was 
(be oaute of tbe destmetioB of not lets than 100,600 pervone, yei^r bjf 
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year, and this lar^e number of human beings were sacrificed for the 
purpose of enrichmg miscreants, the acknowledged enemies of the 
Quiuan race, whe, if justicie'had been done, would undoubtedly have 
died the death of murderera and pirates. (Hear^ hear.) — Speech in th€ 
BriHsh House of CommotiSf Jtfoy, 12, 1835« 

ELIZABETH HEYRICK, 

An immediate emanck^^on is the object to be aimed at ,* it is more 
wise and rational — more politic and safe, a« wefl as more just and 
humane, than gradual emancipation. The interests, moral and political, 
temporal and eternal, of alt parties concerned, will be best promoted 
by tmmediate emancipation. The sooner the planter is obliged to 
abandon a system which torments him with perpetual alarms oiinsur- 
vection aad raassacro — whicb keeps him in the most debasing moral 
bondage — subjects him to a tyranny, of all others the most injurious 
and destructive, that of sordid and vindictive passions ; the sooner he 
is obliged to adopt a more humane and more lucrative policy in the 
cultivation of his plantations : the sooner the oveMabored, crouching 
slave is converted into a free laborei^— his compulsory, onremutierated 
toil, under the impulse of the cart^whip, exchanged for cheerful, well 
recompensed industry, — his bitter sufierings for peaceful enjoyment— 
his deep execration <h his merciless tyrants, for respectful attachment 
to his humane and equitable masters ; the sooner the gjovernment and 
the people ofthis country purify themselves from the guilt of supporting 
or toleratins a system ot such monstrous injustice, productive <» such 
oomplicatea enormities — the sooner all this maea of impolicy, orime, 
and suiBfering, is got rid of, the better. 

HARRIET MARTINEAU. 

I believe that I have heard every argument that can possibly be 
adduced in vindication or palliation of slavery, under any circumst^ces 
now existing ; and I declare that of all displays of intellectual perversion 
and weakness, that I have witnessed, I have met with none so hum- 
bling and so melancholy as the advocacy ofthis institution. I declare 
that I know the whole of its tiieory ; — a declaration that t dare^not 
make with regard to, 1 tiiink, any other subject whatever: tiie raenlt 
is that I believe there is nothing rational to be said in vindication or 
palliation of the protraction of slavery in the United States. 

Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, present the extreme case of 
the fertility of the soil, the prosperity of proprietors and the woes of 
slaves. I found that the v irginians spoke with sorrow and contempt 
of the treatment of slaves in North and South Carolina ; South Carolina 
tod Georgia, of the treatment of slaves in the richer states to the west: 
and in these last, I found the case too bad to admit of aggravation. It 
was in tiiese last that the most heart-rendmg disclosures were ma de to 
me by the heads of families of their state of society, and of thsir own 
iotoktmble snflbrings in it— J6lod«% m «0mcHM: 
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All men are equal in their Mrth, 

Heirs of the earth and aides ; 
All men are equal when that ^arth 

Fades from their dying eyes. 

O ! let men hasten to restore 

To all, their rights of love : 
In power and wealth exult no laore ; 

In wisdom lowly move. 

Te groat ! renounce your earthrbom pride, 

Te low ! your shame and fear: . 
Live as ye worship, side by side ; 
. Tour common claims revere. 

BENJAMIN GODWIN. 

It 18 a man's interest, we know, to use his cattle well, *».> . . 
care that those who work them treat them properiy; but, notwith- 
standing this, does not the brute creation groan under the cruelties of 
man ? How many are injured through mere wantoness ! how many 
through thoughtlessness ! and how many a noble animal has been 
riiamefully abused in the moment of passion ! Besdes, the owners of 
cattle arc not always with them, and may even never see many of 
them ; and men who have no interest in them may have the care and 
the working of them. Certainly in the opinion of our legislature, this 
motive was not deemed sufficient, or why was an Act of Parliament 
passed to prevent cruelty to animals ? And for similar reasons the 
interest of the slave-owner in his slaves is no sufficient security against 
ill treatment Thoughtlessness, wantonness, inebriety, the ebullitions 
of anger, or that irritation which blinds the mind even to a man's own 
interests, mav work misery to the slave — as in the case of the young 
gentleman already mentioned, who shot a slave for sport ; or of Mr. 
and Mrs. Moss, for instance, who by a series of cruelties, destroyed a 
female who mi^t long have served them. 

K S. ABDY. 

To talk of a slave's labor being due to his master, is to insist com- 
mon sense and common decency. While the latter can coin dollars 
out of the sweat and tears of his victim he will do so. '* The law 
allows it, and the court awards it." It is this clause, however, in die 
constitution, which renders the free states tributary to the ambition of 
the slave states, and accessories to all their, guilt ; — makes the boasted 
asylum of the persecuted, the prison-house of the unfortunate ; and 
converts the guardians of liberty, into the turnkeys of its assassins. 

I can truly and honestly declare, that the orderly and obliging be- 
haviour, I observed among them, the decent and comfortable arrange- 
ments I witnessed in their houses— the anxiety they expressed for the 
education of their children, and their own improvement — ^the industry 
which was apparent in all about them, and the intelligence which 
marked their conversation — their sympathy for one another, and the 
respect they maintained for themselves — ^tbe absence of vindictiye 
^hng agamst the whites, and the gratitude they evinced towards 



W£8TMINSTER REVIEW. 105 

every one who treats them with common civility and regard, hr suiw 

passed the expectation I had formed, of finding among them some- 
thing more elevated than the instinct of monkeys imited to the passions 
of men. They are " not only almost, but altogeUier such as" the 
ivhite man— except the bonds he has fastened on their bodies or their 
vaoLda.'—ResitUhoe mid Tour in the United States, 183^—1835. 

WESTMINSTER REVIEW. 

If the reader rises from the perusal of these volumes of E. S. Abdr 
with ji highly reduced opinion of American intellect and morals, and 
a strong sense of the insult put upon the liberals of Europe by the 
affectation of fraternity with which they have been honored, it will be 
4ux»mpaiiied with an increased hatred of oppression, and increased 
love ot Uberty as a principle. With a form ot government vastly more 
favprable for nnman improvement than that of their English progenitors, 
the Americans, probably from the ^[ect of climate, which has pro- 
duced so many other variations in the animal kingdom, have gone 
backward and not forward, and present a caricature of all the worst 
qualities of the worst Englishmen of the worst times. Slavery is so 
utterly abhorrent to every respectable individual in this country, that 
it would be a waste of argument to reason against its continuance ; 
while those who have profited by it, like others who have been guilty 
•f nefarious practices, are beyond the pale of reason on the subject. 

The tearing asunder family ties, the banishment, the mart, the 
jealous confinement aikl Burveillance of new masters^ the whole horrors 
of the slave-trade, are brought into active operation in the heart of the 
United States, whose citizens the wlule, expect to sit at table with 
civilized men, and be treated with more reverence than the kindred 
barbarians of Asbantee. 

Bad as is the state of the slaves io the more northern states, they 
uniformly regard the South with more horror than our thieves at home 
do the hulks. The loss by death alone to the Louisiana planters, in 
Imn^ng slaves from die North, is estimated at twenty-five per cent. 
The sugar factories and rice swamps, the slaves know to be rafMd 
end rough highroads to the grave; And they are well acquainted with 
the stories of the greater ri^or of the southern drivers. It is true that 
the more respectable Virginian proprietors decUne selling their negroes 
so lon^as they cionduet themselves to their satis&ction, and even make 
this nue in some degree a point of honor. 

Mr. Abdy's book reads a moral lesson to the American people 
which cannot be tbo much insisted on. It is the right of the civilized 
world to combine in placiqg them in quarantine till Uiey are less dis- 
creditable to their ancestors. Will any En^hman sit at meat with 
a nation that sell one another by weight ? 

It is by no means certain, that civilization did not come to Egypt 
out of Ethiopia ; and it is quite certain that the Indians, who pass for 
*' black fellows" in the vocabulary of these white philosophers, were a 
civilized and lesumed race, when oiw progenitors were painting their 
siUns and rotating one another alive. 
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EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

Erery Ameiican who loves his country, shoald dedicate his whole 
life, ana every faculty of his soul, to effiice the foul blot of slavery from 
its character. If nations rank according to their wisdom ana their 
virtue, what right has the American, a scourger and murderer of slaves, 
to compare himself with the least and lowest of the Ean^ean nations, 
much more with this great and humane country, where the greatest 
lord dare not lay a finger on the meanest peasant? What is freedom 
where all are not free ? where the greatest of God's blessings are limited, 
with impious caprice to the color of the body? And uesearcmen 
who taunt the English with their corrupt parliament, with their buying 
and selling votes. Let the world judge which is tlie most liable to 
censure — we, who in the midst of rottenness,, have torn the manacles 
gST slaves all over the world ; or they who, with their idle purity and 
useless perfection, have remained mute and careless while groans 
echoed and whips cracked round the very walls of their spotless con- 
gress. We wish well to America — we rejoice in her prosperity^ — and 
are delighted to resist the absurd impertinence with which tne character 
of her people is often treated in this country. But the existence of slavery 
in America is an atrocious crime, with which no measures can be kept 
-^for vjkich her aUtuUion affords no sort of apology — which makes libertr 
itsdf disgusted, and the boast of it disgusting. — ^No. LX1. «9rt. Traod' 
lera in jSnerica. 

THE FOREIGN aUARTERLY REVIEW. 

It is notorious, that, notwithstanding all the treaties which have been 
ooncluded between Endand and other countries for the abolition of 
the slave-trade, it is stiU carried on to an enormous extent, because^ 
even if the governments were really sincere in their wishes to suppress 
this trade, their subjects were wholly averse to a step which they 
denounced as utter ruin to all interested in the colonies. They have 
therefore persisted in spite of, perhaps with the connivance of their 
governments ; and in Brazil in particular, it h€U9 be^n officially de- 
clared to be out of the power of the legislature to put an end to the 
traffic^ 

Let England call on Vie governments of Europe not to allow the em- 
portation of colonial prodttcefrom any country tphere it can be proved thai 
the slanC'trade is still carried on, either with the sanction or connivance 
of the govemmentf or in spite of it ; such a measure would surely act as 
a check on the importation of slaves. Could that point be effiwtually 
attained, it might oe hoped that the extinction of slavery itself would 
in due time suoceed, as it has done in the British colonies. 

LONDON EVANGELICAL MAGAGINK 

The United States of America present to the world one of the most 
eztraodinary spectacles that can be conceived of by the mind of man. 
They are a huge moral and political enigma. We behdd pairt of ]fte 
population priding themselves on the peculiar freedom of th^ instite* 
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tioni, and holding the other part in the shackles of slavery. — Alaf, 
that a figure with so goodly a bust should terminate in the sumy folds 
of the serpent 1 

It is melancholy to behold such a monstrosity, a people judging 
their own rights with the incontrovertible declaration, ** that all men 
are created equal ^ that they are endowed by their Creator with cer* 
tain inalienable nghts; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness ;" and at the same instant depriving their fellow- 
men perpetually of two of these ** inalienable rights," andoflen directly 
or indirectly di the third. Most heartily do we concur with our 
American brethren in the sentiment we here ^uote. We concur with 
diem when they claim to be free from oppression, but we dissent from 
them when they claim also to be free to oppress* The national 
emblem of the American states requires alteration to make it truly 
emblematical of their present and past condition. The eagle, with 
liberty on his wings, should, to complete the resemblance, dutch in 
fan taions the manacled and writhing form of the colored man. 

GEORGE FOX. 

In the West Indies, he exhorted those who attended his meetinsii, 
to be'mffciful to their slaves, and to ^ve them their freedom indue 
time. He considered these as belonging to their &milies, and that 
religious instruction was due to these as the branches of them, for whom, 
one day or other, they would be required to ^ve a solemn account 
Happy had it been it these Christian exhortations had been attended 
to, or if these families only, whom he thus seriously addressed, had 
oootinued to be true Ctuakers j for they would have set an example, 
which would have proved to the rest of the islanders and the world at 
large, that the impolicy is not less than the wickedness of oppression. 
Thus was George Fox, probably the first person who publicly de- 
clared against this species of slavery. Nothing, in short, that could 
be dei^ored by humanity, seems to have -escaped his^e; and his 
hmievolence, when excited, appears to have sufiered no interruption in 
its progi^ss by the obstacles which bigotry would have thrown in the 
way ofmany, on account of the difierence of a person's country^ or of 
lis. color, or of Us secf — PortraUure of Q^uakensm, 

THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 

<* In the first place they have made it a rule that no person, ao* 
knowledged to be in pro^sion vnth them, shall have any concern in 
the slave-trade. 

" The Ctuakers began to consider this subject, as a Christian body, 
so eariy as in the beginning of the last century. In the year 172^ 
they passed a public censure upon this trade. In the year 1758, and 

sion with 




of oppression. ^ ^ 

exhortation in the following words : 
«« W^ wn«w our ezboctation, that Friends sverywheie be sspe- 
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ciaily careful to keep their hands clear of giving encoarac^ment in 
any shape to the slave-trade ; it being evidently destructive of the 
natuml nghts of mankind, who are all ransomed by one Saviour, and 
visited by one divine li^ht, in order to salvation ; a traffic calculated 
to enrich and aggrandize some upon the miseries of others ; in its 
nature abhorrent to every just and tender sentiment, and contrary to 
the whole tenor of the gospel*' V 

"In the same manner from the year 1763, they have publicly 
manifested a tender concern for the happiness of the injured Africans, 
and they have not only been vi^lant to see that none of their own 
members were concernd in this nefarious traffic, but they have lent their 
assistance with other Christians in promoting its discontinuance. — 
Thomas ClarksoiCs PoriaUure of Qtio^emm. 

JAMES BEATTIE. 

It is well observed by the wisest of poets (as Atheneus, quoting the 
passage, justly calls^ HomeVf who Uved when slavery was common, 
and whose knowledge of the human heart is unquestionable, that 
** When a man is made a slave, he loses from that day the half of his 
virtue." And LonginuSy quoting the same passage, affirms, ** Slavery, 
however mild, may still be called the poison of the soul, and a public 
dungeon." And Tacitus remarks, that "Even wild animals lose 
their spirit when deprived of their freedom." All history proves, and 
every rational philosopher admits, that as liberty promotes virtue and 
genius, slavery debases the understanding and corrupts the heart of 
both the slave and the master, and that in a greater or less degree, as 
it is more or less severe. ' So that in this plea of tlie slave-monger, wo 
have an example of that diabolical casuistry, whereby the tempter and 
corrupter endeavors to vindicate or gratify hims^ by accusing those 
whom he himeelf has tempted or corrupted. 

Slavery is inconsistent with the dearest and most essential rights of 
man's nature ; it is detrimental to virtue and to industry ; it hardens 
the heart to those tender sympathies which form the mobt lovely part 
of human character ; it involves the innocent in hopeless misery, in 
order to procure wealth and pleasure for the authors of that misery ; it 
seeks to degrade into brutes beings whom the Lord of heaven and 
earth endowed with rational souls, and created for immortality ; in 
short, it is utterly repugnant to every prindple <^ reason, rehgion* 
humanity, and conscience. It is impossible for a considerate and un- 
prejudiced mind to think of slavery without horror. That a man, a 
rational and immortal beiiig, should be treated on the same looting 
with a beast or piece of wo<^, and bought and sold, and entirely sub- 
jected to the will of another man, whose equal he is by nature, and 
whose superior he may be in virtue and understanidin^ and all for no 
crime, but merely because he. was born in a certain country, or of cer- 
tain parents, or because he dififers from us in the shape of his nose, the 
color of his skin, or the size of his lips ; if tJbis be eouitable, or excu- 
sable, or pardonable, it is vain to tauk any longer ot the eternal dis- 
tinctions of right and Wrong, truth and falsehood, good and eviL, .It 
Ams beea §tiid tinX acgroer are anunals of a nature inftrior to man. 
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between whom and the brutes, they hold, as it were, the middle plaot. 
But tfaooeh this were true, it would not follow that we have a n^dit 
cither to debase ourselves by a habit of cruelty, or to use them ill j ftr 
even, beasts, if inofieosive^ are entitled to gentle treatment, and wo 
have reason to bdieve that they who are not mercifiil will not obtain 
mercy. 

The same sentiments aie found in PHuff and Columella, who both 
impute the decay of husbandry, in their time, not to any deficiency in 
the soil, but to the unwise policy of leaving to the management of 
slaves those fields, which, says Plint/j ** had formerly rejoiced under 
&e laurelled ploughshare ana the triumphunt ploughman,** RoUhif 
with good reason, imputes to the same cause the present barrenness 
of Palestine, which in ancient times was called the land flowing with 
milk and honey. — Elements of Moral Science. 

WILUAM ROBERTSON, D. D. 

In the ancient world .... the persons, the goods, the children of 
these slaves, were the property of their masters, disposed of at plea- 
sure, and transferred, like any other possession, from one hand to 
another. No ine<^uality, no superiority in power, no pretext of con- 
sent can justify this ignomonious depression of human nature, or can 
confer upon one man the ri^t of dominion over another. But not 
only doth reason condemn this institution as unjust; experience proved 
it to be pernicious both to masters and slaves. The elevation of the 
former inspired them with pride, insolence, impatience, cruelty, and 
voluptuousness ; the dependant and hopeless state of the latter de- 
jected the human mind,' and extinguished every generous and noble 
{ffinciple in the heart — Sermon, 

BISHOP WARBURTON. 

" From the free savages I now come to die savages in bonds. By 
these I mean the vast multitudes yearly stolen from the opposite cooi' 
tinent, and sacrificed by the colonists to their great idol the god of 
0un. But what, then, say these sincere worshippers of mammon ? 
They are our own property which we ofifer up. Gracious God ! to 
talk, as of herds of catUe, of property in rational creatures, creatures 
endued with all our faculties, possessing all our quahties but that of 
color, our^rethren both by nature and grace, shocks ail the foelinflS 
of humanity, and the dictates of common sense ! But, alas ! what, 
is there, in the infinite abuses of society, which does not shodi theni.2 
Y^ nothing is more certain in itself and apparent to all, than that the 
infiimous trafiic for slaves directly infiringes boUi divine and humaa 
law. Nature created man fine, and grace invites him to assert hit 
fireedom. — Sermon^ 1776. 

DR. PREMATT. 

It \um pleased GJod to cover some men with white skins, and othfllV 
with black ; but as there is neither merit nor demerit in compiexioiiy 
the white man, notwitfastandmg the barbuitycf onstom and prejudio^ 

10 
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ean liaye no right by yirtue of his color to enslare and tyrannise ovor 
the black man. For wheUier a man be white or black, such he is by 
Gk>d's appointment, and, abstractly considered, is neither a subject for 
piide, nor an object of contempt — DitaertaHon on the Duty ^ Mercff, 
md on the S^ of Crudty to Brute ^nimala. 

DR.PECKARD. 

^Tfow, whether we consider the crime with respect to the indfr- 
Tiduals concerned in this most barbarous and cruel traffic, or whether 
we consider it as patronised and encouraged by the laws of the land, it 
presents to our view an equal degree of enormity. A crime, founded 
on a dreadful pre-eminence in wickedness ; a crrnie which being both 
of individuals and the nation, must some timedraw down upon us the 
heaviest judgment of Almighty God, who made of one blood all the 
sons of men, and who cave to all equally a natural right to liberty : 
and who, ruUng all the kingdoms of the earth with equal providential 
justice, cannot suffer such deliberate, such monstrous iniquity, to past 
long unpunished.*' — Sermon before the Cambridge Univernty. 

JOHN WESLEY. 

That execrable sum of all villanies commonly called the dare-trade. 
I read of nothing like it in the heathen world, whether ancient or 
modem. It infinitely exceeds every instance of barbarity, whatever 
Christian slaves suffer in Mohammedan countries. — His works, VoL 3^ 
page 341. 

At Liverpool, many large ships are now laid up in the docks, which 
had been employed for many years in buying or stealing Africans, and 
selling them in Ammca for slaves. The men-btUchers have now 
nothing to do at this laudable occupation. Since the American war 
brdLO out, there is no demand for human cattle ; so the men of Africa, 
as well as Europe, may enjoy their native liberty. — Journal of 
.^iirtf,1777. 

THOUGHTS ON SLAVERY. 

1. Slavery imports an obligation of perpetual service; an obligation 
which only the consent of the master can dissolve. It generally sites 
the master an arbitrary power of any correction not afiecting me or 
Ihnb. Somethnes even tnose are exposed to his will, or protected only 
by a fine or some slight punishment, too inconsiderable to restrain a 
master of harsh temper. It creates an incapacity of acquiring any 
thing, excepflfor the master's benefit It allows the master to ahenate 
the slaye in the same manner as his cows and horses. Lastly, it d»> 
scends in iu full extent, from parent to child, even to the last generation. 

8. The grand plea is, "They are authorized by law." But can law, 
human law, change the nature of things ? Can it turn darkness into 
light, or evil into good ? By no means. Notwithstanding ten thou- 
sand laws, right is ris^t, and wrong is wrong. There must still i«. 
main an essential difference between justice and injustice, crudty and 
mansy. So that I ask; Whft^anraooncile this tivatment of the flayer 
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6nt and last, with either mercy or justice ; where is the justiee of in^^ 
flictiii^ the severest evils on those who have done us no wrong 7 Of 




as an American, and on which he sets as high a value ? Where is Uie 
justice of taking away the lives of innocent, inofiensive men ? Mur- 
dering thousands «f them fn their own land by the hands of their own 
countrymen ; and tens of thousands in that cruel slavery, to whidi 
th^ are so unjustly reduced ? 

** When we have slaves, it is necessary to use them with severity." 
What,io whip them for every petty offence (ttf they are in a gore of Mood? 
To take that opportunity of rubbing pepper and salt into their raw flesh ? 
To drop burtiing sealing'Wax upon their skins 7 To castrate. them f Ta 
cut off half tlieir foot with an axe 7 To hang them on gibbets^ that theff 
may die by inches with heaty and hunger^ and thirst 7 To pin them down 
to the groundf and then bum them by degrees from the feet to the head 7 
SFb roast them vivoe f When did a Turk or a heathen nnd it necessary 
to use a fellow-creature thus 1 To what end is this usage necessary I 
f* To prevent their runhina away, and to keep them constantly to their 
labor, that they may not idle away their time. So miserably stupid if 
this race of men, so stubborn and so wicked !" Allowing this, to whom 
is that stupidity owing? It lies altogether at the door oftheir inhuman 
masters, who gave them no means, no opportunity of improving their 
imderstanding ; and indeed leave them no motive, either from hope or 
iear to attempt any such thing. They were no way remarkable for 
•tumdity while they remained m Africa. To some of the inhabitants 
of Europe they arc greatly superior. Survey the natives of Benm, 
and of Lapland. Compare the Samoeids and the Angolans. TIm 
African is m no respect inferior to the Europcam. Their stupidity in 
our colonies is not natural ^ otherwise than it is the natural efiect of 
thor condition. Consequently it is not their fault, but yours : and 
you must answer for it before God and man. " But .their stupidity is 
not the only reason of our treating them with severity ; for it is hard to 
say which is the greatest, this, or their stubbornness, and wickednesa" 
But do net these, as well as the other, lie at your door? Are not 
stubbornness, cunning, pilfering, and divers other vices, the natural 
necessary fruits of slavery, in every age and nation ? What means 
have you used te remove this stubbornness ? Have you tried what 
mildness and gentleness would do? What pains have vou taken, 
what method have you used to reclaim them from their wickedness ? 

O thou God of lo¥e, thou who art loving to every man, and whoM 
mercy is over all thy works ; thou who art the Father of the spirits of 
all flesh, and who art rich in mercy unto all ; thou who hast formed ci 
one blood, all the nations upon the earth ; have compassion upon these 
•Btcasts of men, who are 'trodden down as dun^ upon the earth I 
Arise, and help these that haVe no helper, whose blopa is spilled upon 
Che ground like water ! Are not these also the work of thine own 
hands, the purchase of thy Son's blood ? Stir them up to ciy unto 
Ifaae in the land of their eaptivity«$ aaiiot their com pl aint come op 
J* 
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before tliee ; let it enter into thine ears ! Make even tbose tiiat lead 
fliem ca]>tive to pity tiiem and turn their captirity. O burst tbon afi 
Qieir chains in sunder ; more especially the chains of their sins : tbon 
Sitviour of all, make them fiee, tnat they may be free indeed ! 

ADAM CLARKE. 

laaiah Iviii, 6. — Let the oppresied ga free. How can any nation 
nretend to fast, or worship God at all, or dare profess that thejjr believe 
m the existence of such a Being, while they carry on what is called 
. Ilie slave-trade : and traffic in the souls, biood, ana bodies of men ! O 
ye most flamtious of knaves and worst of hypocrites ! cast off at once 
the mask (^religion, and deepen not your endless perdition by profess- 
ing the £utb or our Lord Jesus Christ, while you continue in tl^ 
tnfficr 

THOMAS SCOTT. 

Exodus xxi, 16. — '^He that stealeth a man, and seUeth him, or if he 
be fi)und in his hands, he shall surely be put to death.** Stealing a 
man in order to sell him for a slave, whether the thief bad actaally sold 
kim, or whether he continued in his possession. He who stole any one 
of the human family, in order to make a slave of him, should be punisb* 
ed ¥dth death. The crime would be aggravated by sending them 
vway.into foreign countries to be slaves to raolaters. 

Deuteronomy xxiv, 7. — *'If a man be found stealing any of hit 
brethren of the children of Israel, and maketh mercbanmiBe of him, or 
seUeth him, then THAT THIEF SHALL DIR^—Every man is 
now our brother, whatever be his nation, complexion or creed. How 
^n can the merchandise ef men and women be carried on, without 
tninsgressing this commandment, or abetting those who do ? A maa 
may steal, or purchase of those who do steal, hundreds of men and 
women, and not only escaoe with impunity, but grow great like a 
prince. According to the law of Goa, whoever stole cattle restored 
four or five fold ; whoever stole one human being, though an infant or am 
iMotf must die. 

1. Timothy i, 10. — " Men-stealer&" — ^Men-stealers are inserted 
iODong those darins criminals against whom the law of Gt)d directed 
its awful curses. Persons who kidnapped men to sell them for slaves^. 
This practice seems inseparable from the other iniquities and oppres* 
flions of slavery j nor can a sUsoe-^Ualer by ai^ means keep free from 
that atrocious criminality, ^ the receiver be as bad as the tfuefi They 
who encourage that unchristian traffic b^r purchasing that, which is 
thioB unjustly acquired, are partakers of their crimes.— -Macknight. — 
That is the only ^eies of theft t^ich ispunished with death by the law* 
if God. 

James ii, 12, 13. — '< So speak ye, and ito do, as they that shall be 
judged ^ the law of liberty. - 

''For ne shall hav6 judgment without mercy that hath showed no 
mercy, and teercy rejoice£ against judgment." On this verse Dr. 
JGtoslt makes the foUewiiig remnrkaeffi^'AU who are not taught to show 
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merey to others, must expotft to be dealt with according to the severity 
of justice in respect to their eternal state. What then must be the 
doom of the cruel oppressors and iniquitous tyrants of the human spe- 
cies ? But the hara-hearted, selfish, implacable,4ind oppressive pro* 
fessor of Christianity, has the greatest cause to tremble ; for if ' he 
shall have judgment without mercy, who hath shown no mercy,' the 
meanest slave that ever was whipt and worked to death, must be con- 
sidered as happy, compared with his haughtv cruel tyrant, and this 
shall sufficiently appear, * when the earth sliall disclose her blood, and 
shall no more cover her slain.'" 

Revelation xviii, 13. — " Slaves and souls of men." — Not only slaves, 
but the souls of men are mentioned as articles of commerce, which is 
beyond comparison, the most infamous of all traffics that the demon 
of avarice ever devised ; almost infinitely more atrocious, than the 
mccursed slave-trade. Alas! too often, injustice, oppression, fraud, 
avarice, or excessive indulgence are connected with extensive com- 
merce ; and to number the persons of meri, with oxen, asses, sheep and 
horses, ais the stock of a farm, or with bales of goods, as the cargo of a 
ship, is no doubt a most detestable and anU-cfirtstian praclice.-'^BcoWs 
Commentaries on the Bible. 

SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

We have offended. Oh ! my countrymen ! 

We have offended very grievously, 

And been most tyrannous. From east to west 

A groan of accusation pierces Heaven I 

The wretched plead against us ; multitudes 

Countless and vehement, the sons of God, 

Our brethren ! . Like a doud that travels on, 

Steam'd up from Cairo's swamps of pestilence, ■• 

Even so, my countrymen ! have we gone forth 

And borne to distant tribes slavery and pangs. 

And deadlier far our vices, whose deep taint 

With slow perdition murders the whole man, 

His body and his soul ! 

Sibylline Leaoet. 

There are truths so self-evident, or so immediately and palpably 
deduced from those that are, or are acknowledged for such, mat they 
are at once intelli^ble to all men who possess the common advan- 
tages of the social state ; although by sophistry, by evil habit, hj the 
neglect, false persuasions and impostures of an Anti-Christian priest- 
hood j(Nned in one conspiracy with the violence of tyrannical governors, 
the understandings of men nave become so darkened and their con- 
sciences so lethar^c, that there maj^ arise a necessity for the republi- 
cation of these truuis, and this too with a voice of loud alarm and im- 
passioned warning. -Such were the doctrines proclaimed by the first 
christians to the pagan world ; such were the lightnings flashed by 
Wickliff, Huss, Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, Latimer, &c, <l<^s tm 
papal darkness, and such in our time the truths with which Thomas 
Clarkson, and his excdlent confederates, the Gluakers, fought and 
conquered the legaUaed banditti -of men-stealers, the nomeroiiB witd 
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K>werful perpetrator! and 'advocates of itpine and murder^ and (of 
bcker^lt than eitiier^ slaveiy. Truths of this kind being indispen- 
sable to man, isonsidered as a moral being are abote all expedUnes^ 
all accidental consAqaences | for as sure as God is holy, and map 
immortkl, there can be no evil so great as the ignorance or disregard 
of them. It is the very madness of mock prudence to oppose the 
removal of a poisonous dish on account of the pleasant sauces or 
nutritious viands which would be lost with it ! The dish contains 
destruction to that, for winch alone we with the palate to be gratified 
or the body to be nourished. — The Friend, pages 49, 50. 

JAME& STEPHEN, Es<i. 

Enough was known before ; more than enough was incontrovertibly 

J}roved^ nay, enou^ was always admitted or undenied, to make tlie 
iegislative toleration of this slavery a disgrace to the British and 
Christian name. Iniquity, indeed, of ever3rkind loses in human de- 
testation what it gains fai mischidT, by wide unreproved diffusion, and 
by age. We sin remorselessly, because our fathers sinned, and 
because multitudes of our own generation sin, in the same way without 
discredit. But if ever those most flagitious crimes of Europe, slave- 
trade and colonial slavery, shall cease to be tolerated by human laws, 
and live in history alone, men will look back upon them with the horror 
they deserve ; and wonder as much at Uie depravi^ of the age that 
could establish or maintain them, as we now do at the murderous 
rites of our pagan ancestors, or the ferocious cannibal manners of 
New Zealand. 

There is enough in the simplest conception of personal hereditary 
slavery, to revolt every just and liberal mind, independently of all 
aggravations to be found in its particular origin, or in abuses of the 
master's powers. But how much should sympathy and indignation 
be enhanced, when the cruel perpetual privation of freedom, and of 
almost every dvil and human n^ht, is the punishment of no crime, nor 
the harsh conseouence of pubhc hostility in war, but imposed upon 
the innocent ana helpless, by the hand of rapacious violence alone ; 
and maintained for no other object but the sordid one of the master's 
prc^t, by the excessive labor to whiph they are compiled ? 

Were our merchants to send agents to buy captives from the bandits 
in the forests of Italy, or from the pirates on the Barbary coast, and 
sell them here ajs slaves, to work for our farmers or manufacturers ; and 
were &e purchasers to claim, in consequence, a right to hold these 
victims of rapine and avarice, with their children, in bondage for ever, 
and to take tneir work without wages ; what would it be but the same 
identical case we are contemplating, except that the captives were of 
a different complexion ? Yet the bandits and pirates are hanged ; and 
their vendees, in the case supposed, would nave less to apprehend 
from actions or indictments for false imprisonment, than from the 
vengeance of indignant multitudes. It certainly, at least, would not 
be necessary, for the purpose of their deliverance, . to prove, to the 
Bn'ikb paihanaent or people, that the poor captives were overworiied, 
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under fed, driven with whips to their work, punished in a brutal way 
for every real or imputed fault, and by such complicated oppressioM 
brought in great numbers prematurely to their graves. •" 

LORD NUGENT. 

The slave-trade finds no one bold enough now to defend even its 
metnoiy. And yet when we hear the slave-trade reprobated, and 
slavery defended by the saoM persons, I must own I thmk the slave- 
trade unfairly treated. The abuse of defunct slave-tmde is a cheap 
price finr the abettor of living slavery to pay by way of compromise. 
But we cannot allow the Cdonial party on these terms to cry truce 
with us, by sti^matizins the slave-trade. There is not one general 
principle on which the slave-trade is to be stigmatized which does not 
impeach slavery itself. 

DR. LUSHINGTON. 

It has never been given by God to man 16 hold his fellow man in 
bondage. £very thing short of a total abolition of slavery he con- 
sidered <is unsatisfactory, and ending only in disappointment and 
discontent The supporters of the abolition of slavery took their 
stand upon the eternal principles of truth and justice, and it would 
be next to blasphemy to doubt their success. 

ANDREW THOMPSON. 

Slavery is the verjr Upas tree of the moral world, beneath whose 
pestiferous shade all intellect languishes, and all virtue dies. It must 
oe cut down and eradicated ; it must be, root and branch of it, cast 
into the consuming fire, and its ashes scattered to the four winds c4 
heaven. It is thus you must deal with slavery. You must annihilate 
it, — annihilate it now, and annihilate it for ever. 

ROWLAND HILL. 

Slavery is made up of every crime that treachery, cruelty, and murder 

can invent ; and men-stealers are the very worst of thieves. The 

most knavish tricks are practised by these dealers in human fiesh ; 

and if slaves tbink of our general character, they must suppose that 

. christians are devils, and that Christianity was forged in bell. 

GROTIUS. 

Those are men-stfders, who abduct, keep, sell, or buy slaves or 
freemen. To steal a man is the highest kind of theft 

POPE LEO, X. 

Not only the christian religion, but Nature herself cries out against 
asfateofslaTery. 
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THE HOLY BIBLE. 

Moses. — Chap. /, ver, 27. So Job. — Chap. IV, ver, 8. Even 

Gt)d created man in his ^oum as I have seen, they that plow 

imape : in the image of God ere- iniquity, and sow wickedness, 

ated he him ; male and female reap llie same, 

created he them. — Genesis. [Jfot XV, 20. The wicked man 

tyrants and times.'] travaileth with pain all his days, 

XXi, 16. And he that stealeth and the number of years is hidden 
a man, and selleth him, or if he to the oppressor, 
be found in his hand, he shall XX, 18. That which he labor- 
surely be put to death. ed for shall he restore, and shall 

XXIII, U. Also thou shalt not not swallow it down : according 

oppress a stranger: for ye know to ii» substance s/toU the restitution 

the heart of a stranger, seeing ye he, and he shall not rejoice fAerevii. 

were strangers m the land of 19. Because he hath oppressed 

Efj^t — Exodus. and hath forsaken the poor; be- 

XIX, 13. Thou shalt not de- cause he hath vicrfentty taken 

fraud thy neighbor, neither rob away an house which he builded 

him: the wages of him that is not: 
hired shall not abide with tliee all 

night until the morning. David. — Ps. XVIII, ver, 25 

18. Thou shalt love thy neigh- With the merciful thou wilt shew 

bor as fhyself. thyself merciful ; with an upright 

33. And if a stranger sojourn man thou wilt shew thyself up- 

with thee m your land, ye shall right; 

not vex him. 27. For thou wilt save the 

XXV, 10. And ye shall hallow afflicted people ; but wilt bring 

the fiftieth year, and proclaim down high looks, 

liberty throughout all the land LXxII, 4. He shall judge tfjc 

unto all the mhabitants thereof; poor of the people, he shall save 

it shall be a jubilee unto you; and the children of the needy, and 

ye shall return every man unto hie shall break in [ueces the oppres- 

possession, and ye shall return sor. — Psalms. 
every man unto his family. — 

Leviticus. Solomon. — Chap. Ill, ver, 1. 

XV, 14. Thou shalt not op- And Solomon made affinity widi 

press an hired servant that is poor Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and took 

and needy, lohether he be of thy Pharaoh's daughter, and brought 

brethren, or of thy strangers that herinto the city of David. I Kings, 

are in thy land within thy gates. I, 24. Because I have called 

XXIII, 15. THOU SHALT and ye refused ; I have stretched 

NOT DFXIVER UNTO HIS out my hand, and no man re- 

MASTER THE SERVANT garded; 

WHICH IS ESC APED FROM 25. But ye have set at nought 

HIS MASTER UNTO THEE, all my counsel, and would none 

— Den4eronomy 6f my reproof: 
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S6. I alio will laugh at your IX, 13. But go ye and leam 

calamity ; I will mock when your what thai meanelh, I will have 

fear Cometh ; — Proverbs, mercy, and not sacrifice : for I 

IV, 1. So I returned, and con- am not come to caU the righteous, 

■dered all the -oppressions that but sinners to repentance. 

aore done under the sun : and be- XXIIL 8. But be ye not called 

bold, the tears of such as were op- Rabbi : for one is your Master, 

pressed, and they had no com- even Christ ; and all ye are bre- 

ftrter ; and on the side of their thren. 

oppressors there toaa power ; but XXV, 45. Verily, I say unto 

they had no comforter. — Eeele- you, inasmuch as ye did it not to 

mutes* one of the least of these, ye did it 

T .■ nt. IT oA fxr not to mo. — St, J^atthew^s Gospel, 

mo them that call evil good^ and , ^J captives.'and recovering of 

rat bitUr fOT sweet, and sw^t for *''*'" "»* *" bruised—St. in**. 

TvTlI, 6. Is not this the &8t that _ S'l ^^'t^~^'^- ? ~'- ?^ 

I have chosen ? to loose the bands 'J^*« ^fT ,^f *" ^^, 

of vfickedness, to undo the heavy ^^T'^^^^ ' f^^"^ *" 

burdens, and t!. let the oppressed ^5'"^^?^.^ nflT^* tLt 

«» PiMkA ««/! ♦!»»♦ ,r« u*.,v„«r ^„»i» 36. liut m every nation he that 

^ free, and that ye break every ^^^^^^ ^^ apd worketh right- 

^ eousness, is accepted with hirn. — 

Jbrbmiah. — Chap,XXXIVfVer, Acts, 

17. Therefore thuasaith the Lord, III, 8. Finally, he ye all of one 

Ye have not hearkened unto me, mind, having compassion one of 

in proclaiming liberty, every one another ; love as brethren, he 

to nis brother, and every man to pitiful, he courteous ; — 1st Epistle, 
lus neighbor : behold, { proclaim 

a liberty for you saith the Lord, St. Paul. — Chap, U, ver, 6. 

to the sworu, to the pestilence, Who will render to ever man ao- 

and to the famine ; and I will cording to his deeds. 

make ymi to be removed into all 11. For there is no respect. of 

tbe kingdoms of the earth. persons with God. — Epistle to the 

i> ^ Romans, 

JESUS CHRIST. XVII, 26. And hath made of 

Cht^. r, ver, 7. Blessed are one blood all nations of men fer 

tiie merciful : for they shall obtain to dwell on the face of the earth, 

qiercy. and hath determined the times bei* 

yil. Si. For with what iods- fore appointed, and the bounds 

ment ye judge, ye shall be judfged : of their habitation. — Acts, 

and with what measure ye mete. III, 17. Now the Lord is that 

it shall be measured to you again. Spirit : and where the Spirit of 

12. Therefore all things what- the Lord is, there is liberty, 

soever ye would that men should VIII, 14. But by an equality, 

do to you, do ye even so to them : that now at this time your aburi- 

for this is the law and the pro- dance may be a supply for their 

phets. want, that their abundance also 
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may be a mppiy for yoar want, 
that there may be equality.— 
2 VorintkiaM, 

y, 1. Stand fast therefore in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has 
made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage. 

1 3. For, brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty ; only use not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, 
but by love serve one another. 

14. For all the law is fulfilled 
in one word, even in this. Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyselC 
— GaUUians, 

y, 9. And, ye masters, do the 
same things unto them, forbearing 
threatening: knowing that your 
Master also is in heaven ; neither 
is there respect of persons with 
him. — Ephesians, 

III, 25. But he that doeth wrong; 
shall receive for the wrong which 
ho hath done: and there is no 
rt^ppect of persons. 

I V, 1. Masters, give unto your 
stwants that wludi is just and 
equal ; knowing that ye also have 
a Master which is in heaven. — 
Colossians. 

XIII, 3. Remember them that 
are in bonds, as bound with them ; 
€md them which suffer adversity, 
as beinv yourselves also in the 
hody.-^Hehrews. 

St. Jamrs. — Chap, 11, vet, 6. 
But ye have despised the' poor. 
Do not rich men oppress you, and 
draw you before the judgment- 
scats? 

8. If ye fulfil the royal law ac- 



cording to |he scripture, Thoa 
shalt love thy neighbor as thysd^ 
ye do well : 

9. But if ye have respect to 
persons, ye commit sin, and are 
convinced of the law as trans- 
gressors. 

St, John. — Chtm^ IV, ver, 90. 
If a man say, I love CM and 
hateth his brother, he is «. liar: 
for he that loveth not his bix>ther 
whom he hath seen, how can be 
love Grod whom he hath not seen ? 

21. And this commandment 
have we from him. That he who 
loveth God love his brother alsa 
— 1st Epistle, 

XIII, 9. If any man have an 
ear, let him hear. 

10. He that leadeth into cap- 
tivity, shall go into captivity : be 
that killeth with the sword, must 
be killed with the sword. 

1 1. And the merchants of the 
earth shall weep and mourn over 
her; for no man buyeth their 
merchandise any more : 

13. Fine flour, and wheat, and 
beasts, and sheep, and horses, ami 
chariots, and slaves and souls of 
men. 

XX, 1.3. And the sea ^ve up 
the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them : and 
they were judged every man ao- 
cording to their works. 

XXII, 12. And behold I come 
quickly ; and my reward is with 
me, to ^ve every man according 
as his work shall be. — RevdaHon, 
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SLAVE LAWS. 

Eitracted dii^y finom Stroud's ''Sketch of tho Laws xekting to 
fSUfety in tho United States of Anoerica." 

WHO MAT BB HBLD AS 8LATB8. 

The law of South Caroliqa, to which those of all the sla?e states 

m similar, is as follows : — 

. ''All negroes, Indians, (free Indians in andtf with this gdfemment; 
and negroes, mulattoes and mestizoes, who are now five, excepted,) 
mtdattoes or mestizoes, who now are or riiall hereafter be in this pr»> 
Moe, and all tfaeir issue and ofispring bpm or to be bom, shall be and 
ftey are hereby declared to be and remain for e? er hereafter absolute 
slaves, and shall fMow the eondUion of the mtherJ* Jict of 1740 
S Brevwrd^s Digest, 229. 

. Descendants of Indians^ as wdl as cf Afiicans are probably involved 
in the doom of slavery in all the slave states. In Yirgjmia the enslave- 
ment of Indians was authorized by statute from 1679 to 1691. Those 
whose maternal ancestors have been reduced to slavery since the latter 
period, have been decided by the highest courts in that state to be free. 
So late as 1797, it was decided by the Su^Hienie Court of .^fho Jersey 
Chief Justice Einsey, that Indians mig^ be betd as slaves. 

" They (Indians) have been so lon^ recognized as slaves, in Odr 
law, that it would be as ^reat a vidation of uie rig|its of pMnerty to 
establi^ a contrary doctnne at the present day, as it would in the 
case of Africans ; and as useless to i$ivestigate the manner in which thai 
oaioiNALLT lost their freedom.'' The State vs, Waggoner, 1 Bm- 
stead's Beports, 374 to .376. 

Persons emancipated, but not in the prescribed form of law, are fiable 

to be re-endaved, thus in South Carolina, 

" In case any slave shall be emancipated or set free, otherwise than 
according to the act (of 1800) regulating emancipation, it riiall be law- 
^ for any person whosoever to jSbe anaoow^ert to hisar her own trte. 
and to keep as his or her prwerty the said slave so illegally emandpatra 
or set free." 2 Brevard^s Digest, 256. 

And in Yii^nia, " tf any emancipated slave (infonts excepted) 
riiall remain within the state more than twdve months after his or her 
n^t to freedom shalt have accrued, he or she shall forftU aM suck 
right, and may he apprehended tmd soid by &e overseers otthe poor, kc 
ht the benefit of tbb litb&abt rmm ! !" 1 Mtev. Cade^ 4M. 



2 SLAVE LAWS. 

THE POWER GRANTED fiT LAW TO THE MASTER. 

According to the law of Louisiana, ^' A slave is one who is in the 
power of a master to whom he belongs. The master may sell him, 
dispose of his person, his industry andhis labour ; he can do nothin^^ 
possess nothing, nor acquire any thing but what must belong to his 
master." CivU Code, art, 35. 

In South Carolina it is expressed in the foUowins language: 
** Slaves shall be deemed, sold, taken, reputed and judgecTin law to be 
ehattels personal in the hands of their owners and possessors, and their 
executors, administrators and assigns, to aU intetUSf conttructions and 
purposes whatsoever,''^ 2 BrevartPs Digest, 229. 

In Louisiana, ** Slaves though moveable by their nature," says the 
" civil code, ^* are considered as immoveable by the operation of the law." 
J3hrL 461. And bv act of Assembly of June 7, 1806, " Slaves shall 
always be reputed and considered real estate ; shall be, as such, sub- 
ject to be mortgaged, according to the rules prescribed ^ law, and 
they shall be seized and sold as real estate." 1 Martin's Digest, 612. 
And in Kentucky, by the law of descents, they are. considered rest 
estate, 2 Litt. and Swi, Digest, 1155, and pass in consequence to heirs 
and not to executors. They are, however, liable as chattels to be sold 
by the master at his pleasure, and may be taken in execution in pay- 
ment of his debts. Ibid, and see 1247. 

RESTRICTIONS OF THE MASTER'S POWER. 

So fiur as the law restricts the master's power at all, it only shows 
how shamefully and cruelly that power Is abused — perhaps we should 
say used, for the very possession of it is aaabusc. The very limitations 
leave the power of the master far beyond mercy. And so far as they 
go^ they are but a mockery, by reason that the testimony of a colored 
Bum cannot be taken against a white one. In regard to the time 
OF LABOR, we find the following law in South Cardina : 

'* Whereas many owners of slaves, and others who have the care, 
management and overseeing of slaves, do cor^ne them so closely to hard 
labor, that they have not sufinent time for natural rest : Be it therefore 
enacted. That if any owner of slaves, or other person who shall have 
the care, management, or overseeing of any slaves, shall work or put 
any such slave, or slaves to labour more Hian fifteen hours in twen^- 
foor hours, firom the twenty-fifth day of March to the twentv-finh 
day of September ; or more thtm fourteen hours in twenty-four nours, 
from the twenty-nfth day of September to the twenty-fiflh day or 
March, every such person shall forfeit any sum net exceeding twenty 
pounds, nor under five pounds, current money, for every time he, she 
or they shall oflfend herein, at the discretion of the justice before whom 
the complaint shall be made." 2 Brevard^s Digest, 243. 

In Loaisiana, the subjoined act was passed, July 7, 1806. ** As for 

the hours of work and rest, which are to be assigned to slaves in sum- 

mer and winter, the old usages of the territory shall be adhered to, to 

mfl : The alavets shall be allowed half an hour for breakfast during tb^ 
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whole year ; from the fint day of May to the fint day of Norember, 
(hey shall be allowed two hours for dinner ; and from the first day of 
November to the first day of May, one hour and a half for dinner-: 
Provided, however, That the owners who will themselves take the 
trouble of causing to be prepared the meals of their slaves, be, and 
they are hereby authorizea to abridge, by half an hour per day, the 
time fixed for thdr rest" 1 Martinis Digeat, 610—12. 

' Judge Stroud quotes the statutes of five legislatures by which ten 

hours out of the twenty-four is the longest space for labor which can 

be demanded of convicted felons, sentenced to hard labor. 

Some of the states oblige the master to furnish his slaves a certain 

amount of provisions. 

Thus in Louisiana, '^ Every owner shall be held to give to his slaves 
the quantity of provisions hereafter specified, to wit ; one barrel ofJn^ 
Han ccrtiy or the equivalent thereof in rice, beans or other grain, and a 
pint of salt, and to deliver the same to the said slaves in kind every 
month, and never in money, under a penalty of a fine often dollars fixr 
every oflfence." 1 Martin's Digest, 610, act of Jidy 7, 1806. In North 
Carolina, a much less quantity of the same kind of food is deemed suf- 
ficient, as is tmo/ied fix>m the following curious section of an act passed 
in 1753, and which is still in force . ** In case any slave or slaves, who 
fl^all not appear to have been clothed and fed according to the intent 
and meaning of this act, that is to say, to have been sufficiently clothed, 
and to have constantly received for the preceding year an aliovance 
not less than a quart of com per day, shall be convicted of steaKr^'; any 
com, cattle, &c. &c. uom any person not the owner of such slave or 
slaves, such injured person shall and may maintain an action of tres- 
pass against the master, owner or possessor of such slave, &c. and 
■hall recover his or her damages, kc^ HaywoodPs Mantud, 524-5. 

The allowance of clothing in Louisiana, seems to have been 
graduated by the same standard by which the quantity of fodM^ was 
aefermined in North Carolina. "The slave who shall not have on ths. 



property of their owners a lot of ground to cultivate on their own 
•count, shall be entided to receive from said owner one linen shirt and 
pantaloons {une chemise et une culotte de t(Ale) for the summer, and a 
finen shirt and woollen great coat and pantaloons for the wiBter." 
1 JtfarftVs Digest, 610. 

The other states do not pretend to fix the kind and quantity of fi>od 

and clothing which the slave shall receive, but some of them have 

enacted safbguards against the stin^ness of the master which are not 

only perfectly nugatory, but seem to have been designed to be so. See 

Stroud, p, 32. 

THE POWER TO PUNISH, 

Is thus restricted by the law of North Carolina: 

Section 3, of the act passed in 1798, runs thus: "Whereas by 
snother act of the assembly, passed in the year 1774, the killing of a 
s4sv«» however wanton, cruel and deliberato, is only punishable m the 



4 «(AY1 hAy^. 

iwt in ili ii Q» to ii«|f|Momeiil«i4 p^riqg te T«fai« th&sooito ^ 

|MinMi»«iil:Mitw4» if 4!9iMi% « himm tmflw , hU merely o/« diffvmd 
mmjfksBiomt i$ iuMtA/qiAruL to hum4Nitt, anb Dsa&ASiKo w the 

BMBMT MWaSI^ VO TBB LAWS AHO PaiNOIPLU OF A nUM, 

filuuATiAii AN» sKUQBTBiup oouNTRT, Btt it enai^ed, &c. That V 
any person shall benafter be-gui% of wiHiiUy and malicicwisly killku; 
9. sUve, such o&nder shall, apon the first conviction thereoi^ be af 
kidged suilty of miuder, and shall sufier the same punishment as if he 
■Vf killed a fine man ; Provided alt^ays, this act ihtM wA extend to the 
p ta imn kUUng a tUme ouUmoed (y vSrhu of tmiif act of ms enMy of thAt 
4lffl#, or toamif ^me l» tko oetofruUtanM to kto hnofid owner or mMter^ 

OR TO ANT SLATE DTINO UNDER MODERATE CORRECTION." HoytOOod^S 

MamioL 530 -, and tee Laws of Tennessee, act of Oct, 83, 1799, with a 
Wit prorisa 

The Constitation of Qeorgia has the fiiUowing: Art 4^ § IS. 

** Any person who shall maliciously dismember or detNare a slave 
flf li^aluUl sufier such punishment as would be inflictea in case the 
1^ oronce had been committed on a firee white parson, and on the 
like prooi^ except in ease of insurrection of such slave, and unices 

StrCH DBATH SBOULD BAPPSN BT ACCIDENT IN «IVINO SUCH SLAVS 

HODRRATB CORRECTION." PHnce^s Digest, 559. 

Jnd|gs Stroud remarks, ^ that a procUmation of outlawry against a 
slave is authoroed, whenever he runs away from his master, conceals 
(kimself in some obscure retreat, and, to sustain life, kills a Aog^,or some 
l^iiaial of the cattle kind ! !" See HagwoodPs JUanwL 531 ; act of 1741, 
#^24^§46. ^^ 

In Boutii Carolina by the Act of 1740 the '^ wilfiil murder** of a slave 

was punished by a fine of ** seven hundred pounds, current money** 

«iid inability to bold office, but another description of murder, more 

IflMly to occur, was punished as follows : — 

** If an^ person shalL on a sudden heat or passion, or by imdue eor- 
recMon, kill his own slave, or the slave of any other person, he shall 
Ibrfeit the sum of tAree hundred and fifty jmmds, current money.** 
^evorcPe D^eef, 841. 

By an act of 1821, the former provision was abolished but the latter ' 
was continued, diminishing the price to five hundred dollars, and 
Itnthorizing an imprisonment of six months. James* Digest, 398. 

The following protection for the limbs jof the slave has beien in forces 

in South Carolina firom 1740 to the present time : 

'^In case any person shall wilfully cut out the tongue, put out the 
eye, castrate, or crueUy scald, bum, or deprive any slave of any limb, or 
member, or shall inflict any other cruel punishment, other than by whip^ 
mng or beating with a hirsewh^, cowskin, switch or small stick, or 
by putOsui irons on, or eoi^ning or imprisoning such stave, every such 
person shall, for every such oflfence^ forfeit the sum of one hundred 
AODodi^ current money." 8 BrevanPs Digest, 841. 
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But tlie legislatures do not occupy themsetvee altogedier in protecting 

the slave and restraining the master. Louisiana imposes a heavier 

penalty for UMng tff irons than she does for the '' crud fWMshmenlU^ 

specified above, as appears from this : 

• '< If any person or persons, &c. shall cut or break any iron chain or 
ooUar, which any master of slaves should have used in order to prevent 
the running away or escape of any such slave or slaves, such person 
or persons so offending shall, on conviction, &c. be fmed not less tlw 
two hundred dollars, nor exceeding one thousand dollars ; and waOex 
imprisonmoit for a term not exceeding two years, nor less than six 
months." Act qf Astembly, of March 6, 18 1 S—pampAlef , page 64. 

Now in the same state, the law before quoted fix>m South Carolina 
is in force and the penalty is a fine of nol mort tKaaJwt hundred dolian^ 
norlesa than two hundred! 

In Missouri, the master is assisted in punishing as follows : — 

** If any slave resist his or her master, mistress, overseer or employer, 
or refuse to obey his or her lawful commands, it shall be lawful for 
such master, &c. to commit such slave to the common gaol of the 
county, there to remain at the pleasure of the master, &c. ; and the 
sherin shall receive such slave, and keep him, &c. in confinemoikt, at 
the expense of the person committing him or her.** 1 Missouri Laws d09, 

POWER OF THE MASTER EXERCISED BT OTHERS. 

According to the universal practice of the slave states, the master 

may ddegate his tremendous power to any other person wikwi be 

. pleases. Louisiana has the fdlowing express law : 

** The condition of a slave being merely a passive one, his subordi- 
nation to his master, and to all who represent nim, is not susceptible of 
any modification or restriction, (except in what can incite the riave to 
the commissiim of crime,) in such manner, that he owes to his master 
and to all his family a respect without bounds and an absolute obedi- 
ence, and he is consequently to execute all the orders which he receives 
fiom him, his said master, or from them." 1 Martinis Digest^ 916. 

SLAVES CANNOT HOLD PROFERTT. 

Thus in South Carolina: "It shall not be lawful for aiif slave to 
buy, sell, trade, &c. for any goods, &c. without a license from the 
owner, &c. nor shall any slave be permitted to keep any boat, periauger 
or canoe, or raise and breed, for the benefit of such slave, any horses, 
mares, cattle, sheep or hogs, under pain of forfeiting all the goods, &c 
and all the boats, periaugers, or canoes, horses, mares, catde, sheep, or 
hogs. And it shall be lawful for any person whatsoever, to seize and 
take away from any slave, all such goods, &c. boats, &e. &c. and to 
deliver the same into the hands of any justice of the jpeace, nearest to the 
place, where the seizure shall be made, and such justx^e sliall take 
the oath of the person making such seizure, ^concerning the manner 
thereof; and if the said justice shall be satisfied that s^'Ch seisure has 
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toot BMide afieotdiii|( to law,he thall pronoiiiioeABd dedaie the goods 
•0 49iBid| to Iffi MkatBdf and mder the same to be spld'at public out^ 
C17. one half of the moneys arising from such sale to go to the state, 
alio the other half to him or tiiem that sue for the same^" Jomci* 
D^-Mf, 385-6. Jict of 1740. 

In Qeorgia, to prevent the master from pennitting the slaTe to hire 

bhnself for his own benefit, thore is a penalty of thirty doUars **fbi 

m|gr weekly oflepce, on the part of the master, unlets the labor be 

doiie on his own premises.'^ Prmo^s Digest^ 457. In Kentucky, 

Mississippi, Tennessee, Virg^iia, and Missouri, there are similar law& 

As early as the year 1779, North Carolina interposed as follows t 
**-M hones, etUUe, hogs or sheep, that one month after the passing qf 
tkU ml, shtdl belong to any sUme or heqf any slaveys mark, in tlUs staie^ 
shall be seiMed and sold by the County Wardens, and by them implied, 
the one-half to the support of the poor of the eoimty, and the other naif to 
'the informer,^ Hayiwood?s Manwd, 526. 

In MississipiN, the master incurs a fine of My ddlars by pereiittfng 
the slave to cultivate cotton for his own use. Ret, Code, 379 ; also 
fifty d<^rs for permitting the slave to goat large and trade as a freeman 
Reo^€ode, 374. 

The civil code of Louisiana lays down the foUowing principles : 

^ Ml Vud « tAsne possssses belongs to his iiMit^»^'*4ie possesses 
nothing of his own, except his pecuuum, that is to say, the sum of 
money or moveable estate, wMch his master chooses he shoM possess/* 
Art, 175, and see 1 Martinis Digest, 616. "Slayes are incapable of 
inheriting or transmitting property." CioU Code, art, 945. 

SEPARATION OF FAMILIBS. 

In Louisiana there is a law against selling infirm parents apart from 
their children, without theor consent, but there is none against selling 
the childrrai apart from the parents, nor is there known to be in any 
of the other slave states, any legal restraints whatever, in regiird to the 
separation of families by purchase and. sale. 

tut, SLAVS, AS A MAN, 18 NOT VNDBR TBB PROTECTION OF LAW. 

He cannot bring a suit against his master or any other person for 
an injury. BQs master may bring an action against a third person for 
an injury of his property. But this is a poor protection of the slaye, 
for, first, it weakens the motive of the master to protect the slave. If 
the injury were to come upon his ovm podLet he would be more careful 
to prevent it. Secondly, the^naster can recover nothing, unless the 
injury deteriorates the value — which it may liot do, althou^ in itsdl 
smt^ great The Supreme Court of 4VIaryland has decided : 
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**TlMre mii0t b^ a loss of service, or at least, a dimination of ths 
fteulty of the slaye ror bodily labor, to warrant an action by the mas- 
ter.» 1 Harris tmd JohnsoH^s Reports, 4 Cmrf\fi»U vs. Dale, 



THB SLATE HAS NO MARRIAOB tUOHTS. 

This fiiOows, of course, from his being a << chattel" The following 

k, unquestionably, law and fiict throughout the slave states. 

** A slave has never maintained an action a^inst the violator of his 
bed. A dave is net admonished for incontinence, or punished for 
fbtnicatioB or adultery ; never prosecuted for bisamy, or petty treason 
Ibr killing a husband being a slave, any more tnan admitt^ to an ap- 
peal for mnider." Opinion qf Danid Ihdony^ Esq. Attorney Oenertd 
qf Maryland, 1 Maryland Reports, 561, 563. 

A COLORED PERSON CANNOT BE A WITNESS AOAINST A WHITE 
PERSON, EITHER IN A CIVIL OR CRIMINAL CAUSE. 

This principte renders wfaatevw statutes may be framed in favor of 
the slave, perfectly nominal and nugatory. The master or any white 
man has only to remove white wltnessess and he may perpetrate what 
cruelties upon slaves he pleases. In the ordinaiy driving of the cine 
and cotton fidds there is but one white man prewnt In some of the 
slave states this piinoiple is established by custom. In Virginia, and 
some other of the slave states, and in one of the free, there is the fol- 
lowing law : 

'< Any negro or mulatto, bond or free, shall be a good witness in 
pleas 01 the commonwealth for or against negroes or mulattoes, bond or 
free, or in civU pleas where free negroes or mulattoes shall alone be par- 
ties, and in no other cases whatever,*^ 1 R. V, C. 422. Similar in Mis- 
souri, 3 Missouri Laws, 600. In Mississippi, Mississ^jtpi Rev, Code, 
378. In Kentucky, S LUt. fy Swi, 1150. In Alabama, Toulmin's 
Digest, 627. In Maryland, Maryland, Laws, act of 1717, cA. 13, § 2, 
^ 3, and an act of 1751, ch, lA. § 4. In North Carolma and Tennes* 
see, act of 1777, c A. 2, § 42. And in Ohio, act of Assembly, of Janvr 
my 25, 1807. 

THE BURDEN OF PROOF THROWN UPON tHE COLORED MAN. 

A white man may enslave any colored one, and, as between himself 
and the slave,^ the law does not require him to establish his claim. The 
slave is compelled to remain so, if he cannot prove his freedom. The 
South Carolina Act of 1 740, permits persons held as slaves and claiming 
to be free, to petition the judges of the Court of Common Pleas, who 
if they see cause may allow a gtuxrdian to bring an action for freedom 
against the master. The sequel of -this law shows how poor is the en- 
couragement for both the suitor and his guardian. ^ 

'< And if judgment shall be g^ven for the plantiii; a spedal entry shall 
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be made, declaiing, that the ward of the i^aiitiff ia free, and te niiy 
shall asaess damages which the plantiff*8 ward hath sustained, anci tM 
court shall give judgment and award execution against^the defendant 
for such damages, with full costs of suit; htd in case judgment shall be 
given for the defendant^ the said eaurt is herelnffuUif empowered to iy\fliet 

SUCH CORPORAL PUNISHMENT, NOT BXTBNDINO TO LIFE OR UMB, OH 

the ward of the ptardiffj as they in their discretion shall think fit. Pro- 
vided, that in any action or suit to be brought in pursuance of t|ie 
direction of this act, the burden of the proof shall lay iipon the 
plaintifff and it shall be always presumed that every negro^ Indian, msk- 
lotto and mestizo, is a slave, unless the contrary be made to appear, (the 
Indians in amity with this government excepted, in which case, the 
burden of the proof shall be on the defendant") 2 Brewtrd?s Digettf 
229-30. 

Virginia shows her hostility to the claim for freedom by the following 

provision of her Revised Code: 

'^ For aiding tmd abetting a slave in a trial for freedom, if the claim- 
ant shall fail in his suit, a fine of one hundred dollars is imposed. 
1 Rev, Code, 482. 

The only known exception to this principle of throwing the burdtn 
ffprobf upon the person claimed as a slave, is in North Carolina^ where 
persons of mixed bloody by a decision of the court are presumed to be 
free. Were this doctrine reversed, and the presumption to be in favor 
of liberty, thousands would be free at once. 

By this cruel presumption, free persons are constantly taken up on 
suspicion of being runaways, and after being in prison for some months, 
are sold to pay their jail fees. 

PROHIBITION OF MENTAL INSTRUCTION* 

South Carolina may lay claim to the eariiest movement in legisla- 
tion on this subject In 1740, while yet a province, she enacted this 
law : " Whereas the having of slaves taught to write, or suffering 
them to be employed in writing, may be attended with great incon- 
veniences, Be it enacted. That ail and every person and persons what- 
soever, who shall hereafler teach or cause any slave or slaves to be 
taught to writ^ or shall use or employ any slave as a scribe in any 
manner of writing whatsoever hereafter taught to write, every sudn 
person or persons shall, for every such oflfence, forfeit the sum of one 
hundred pounds current money." 2 Brevaris Digest, ^Z ; similar 
in Greorgia, by act of 1770, except as to the penalty, which is twenty 
pounds sterling. Princess Digest, 455. 

In the same state the following additional restraints were enacted in 

1800: 

" That assemblies of slaves, free ne^^roes, mulattoes and mestizoes, 

whether composed of all or any of such description of persons, or oi 

all or any of the same and of a proportion of white persons, met to- 

getber for the purpom o^ mental instrueUon in acon&ied or seciei 
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|is/eQ^lke.iG8^M («w) declared to be an unlawful meetings and maeui 
tmtea, &c. ke^ are hereby required, &c to enter into such confined 
places, tbc ftc, to break doors, &c if resisted, and to disperse such 
slavea, free negroes, &c. &c, and the officers dispersing such un> 
lawful assemblage, may inJUet such corporal punishmentj not exeeei- 
^ fificn^ Uuheti iipon tuck slaves, free negroes, ifc as U^ may judge 
ne^^sary, fir dbterrino them from the like unlawful assem* 
BLAGE IN FUTURE." Brevard's Digest, 254. And another section 
of the same act declares, ''That it shall not be lawful for any number 
of free negroes, mulattoes or mestizoes, even of slaves in company with 
white persons, to meet together for the purpose of mental instrucUon^ 
either before the nsing of the sun or after the going down of the same.*^ 
8 Brevard's Digest, 254-5. 

Virginia passed the following in 1819 : 

** That all meetings or assemblages of slaves or free negroes or mulat- 
toee mudng and associating with such slaves at any meeting house, or 
houses, or any other place, &c in the ni^t, or at arof school or schools for 
teaching them reading or wriUne either in the day or night, under what- 
soever pretext, shailbe deemed and considered an wdawfid assembly ; 
and anyjustice of a county, &c. wherein such assemblage shall be, either 
from his own knowledge or the information of others, of such unlawful 
assemblage, &c. may issue his warrant directed to any swom*officeror 
officers, authorizing nim or them to enter the house or houses where such 
unlawful assemblages, &c. may be, for the purpose of apprehending 
or dispersing such slaves, and to if^/Uet coijwral punishment on the 
offender or offenders, at the discretion of any justice of the peace, not 
exceeding twenty lashes^ 1 Rev, Code, 424-5. 

Similar laws exist in most of the slave states, and in all, menUi 

bulruction is practically discouraged. 

RELIGIOUS WORSHIP. 

The southern sftatute books are full of laws against the assembling 

of slaves for religious worship, excepting under the most difficult and 

inquisitorial restrictions. The South Carolina Act of 1800 has the 

following: — 

*'It shall not be lawful for any number of slaves, free negroes, mu- 
lattoes or mestizoes, even in company with white persons, to meet 
togeUier and assemble for the purpose of mental instruction or religioua 
worship, either before the rising of the sun or after the going down of 
the same. And all magistrates, sheriffs, militia officers, &c &c are 
hjsreby vested with power, &c for dispersing such assemblies," &C., 8 
Brevard?8 Digest, 254-5. 

THE SLAVE 18 OBLmED TO SURREMOBR HIS RIGHTS TO OTHER 
WHITE PERSONS AS WELL AS BIS MASTER. 

Georgia has the following : — 

^ if any slave shall preemne to strike any white person, such slavt, 
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upon trial and conTiction before tfie histiee or josticas, seeordiii^ to 
the directions of this act, shall for the jir«l oflfence, sufier such puniafa* 
ment as the said justice or justices shall, in his or their diseretioa think 
fit, not extending to life or hmb ; and lor the second cdBsace, sofier 

The law is similar in South Garcia ; in both states the slave is not 
punished, however, when he strikes **by the command, and in the 
defence of the person or property of the owner, &c'* 

The Code of Louisiana gravely lays down the foDowing principle: 

*' Free people of colour ought never to insult or strike white people^ 
nor presume to conceive themselves equal to the whites ; but on the 
contrary, they ought to yield to them on every occasion^ and never speak 
or answer them, but with respect, ^nder the penalty of imprisonment, 
according to the nature of the offence." 1 Jvartm^s Digest^ 640-48. 

The following are specimens of the laws by which the whole while 

eommunity have made themselves tyrants over the slaves : 

" If any slave shall happen to be slain for refusing to.sunender him 
or herself, contrary to law, or in unlawful resisting any officer or 
ether person, who shall apprehend or endeavour to apprehend, such 
felave or slaves, &c, such officer or other person so kiUing such slave as 
qforesaid, making resistance, shall be, and he is by this act, tndenuii- 
fied from any prosecution for such killing aforesaid, &c" Maryland 
ItawSy act of 1751 f chap. ziv. § 9. 

And by the nesro act of 1740, of South Carolina, it is declared, ''If 
any slave, who shall be out of the house or plantation where such 
slave shall live, or shall be usually employed, or without some white 
person in company with such slave, shall refuse to submit to undergo 
the examination of any white person, it shall be lawful for such white 
person to pursue, apprehend and moderately correct such slave ; and 
if such slave shall assault and strike such white person, such slave 
may be lawfully killed ! !" 2 Brevard's Digest^ 231. 

The Penal Codes of the slaveholding states, bear muoh more 

severely upon the slaves than upon the whites. See Stroud, pp, 99 — 1 19. 

RESTRAINTS UPON EMANCIPATION. 

These exist in almost all the slave states, and in some, certainly 
interfere with the master's right of property in the slave. In South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama, emancipation can take place only 
by special act of the legislature. In North Carolina no negro or 
mulatto slave can be set free ** except for meritorious services to be 
adjudged of and allowed by the County CourtJ'^ In Tennessee the court 
is authorized to emancipate upon petition, if the measures set forth in 
the petition, are in the opinion of the court, ''co'nsistent with the interest 
and policy of the state." In Mississippi the legislature only can eman- 
f**aiif, by 8pec\9\ act, and that only upon proof of mmtorwtM tervic* 
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Ice In Keutoeky, Missouri, Virginia, and Maryland, emancipation 

may be efiected by deeds registered in court, saving the ** ri^ts oi 

creditors," and giving bonds for maintenance if required by the court 

In Virginia, however, if the emancipated be over twenty-one, he mutt' 

leave the state before the expiration of twelve months, or be reduced 

into slavery. In Louisiana emancipation is regulated as follows : 

" The master who wishes to emancipate his slave, is bound to make 
a declaration of his intention to the judge of the parish where lie re- 
sides ; the jud^ must order notice of it to be published during forty 
days b}r advertisement posted at the door of the court house, and if at 
the expiration of this delay, no opposition be made, he shall authorize 
the master to pass the act of emancipation." Jirt, 187. The general 
powers thus conferred, are subject nevertheless, to these limitations : 
''No one can emancipate his slave unless the slave has attained the 
age of thirty years, and has behaved well atleast tor four years pre- 
ceding his emancipation ;" ^rt. 185, except "^trsloMi whn luui^ait^a tht 
Hfe of ftia matter. Ids master's wife, or one of his ckUdren,^^ for such « 
one ^ may be emancipeUed at any age," Jirt, 186. 

Slaves emancipated otherwise than by these formalities are liable to 

be reduced to slavery, and in probably all the states except North 

Carolina they are liable to be sold for the.debtfrof their fmaneipatbrs 

contracted before their emancipation. The State of Georgia has the 

following barbarous enactment: 

** If any person or persons i^all, after the- passing of this act (1801,) 
set free any slave or slaves, in any other manner and form than the 
one prescribed herein, (L e. by special legislative act,) he shall forfeit 
for every such offence tvoo hundred dollars, to be recovered by action of 
debt, or indictment, the one half to be appUed to the use of the county 
in which the <ffence may have been committed, the other half to tlie 
use of the informer, and the said slave or slaves so manumitted and set 
fiee, shall be sHU to all intents and purposes as much in a state of slavery 
as before they were manumitted and set free by the party or parties so 
oflending." Princess Digest, 457. 

In 1818 this unri^teous edict was fortified by the following: 

'* All and every will and testament, deed, whether by way of trust 
or otherwise, contract, agreement or stipulation, or other instrument in 
writing, or by parole, made and executed for the purpose of effecting 
or endeavouring to ^ct the manumission of any slave or slaves, 
either directly by conferring or attempting to confer freedom on such 
slave or slaves, or indirectly or vutually, by allowing and securing or 
attempting to allow and secure to such slave or suives the right or 
privilege of working for his, her or themselves, free from the control of 
the master or owner of such slave or slaves, or of enjoying the profits 
of his, her or their labour or s^ill, shall be and the same are hereby 
declared to be utterly null and void ; and the person or persons so 
making, &c. any such deed, &c. &c., and all and every person or per- 
sons concerned in giving or attempting to give e^SdCt thereto, wbetber 
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by aoceptii^ tbe trait theieby ceatod or attempted to ba ereated, cpr 
in any way or manner wbatsoiver, shall be severally liable to a 
penalty not exceeding one thousand doBars, to be recovered, &c. Sce^ 
and each and every nave or slaves in whose behalf such will or testa- 
inenty &c &c, shall have been made, shall be liable to be arrested by 
warrant under the hand and seal of any mafiistrate of this state, and 
being thereof convicted, &c. and shall be liable to be sold as a slave or 
slaves, l^ puUic outcry, and the proceeds of such sales shall be apprO' 
priated, &c. fee" PAna^s DigeH, 466. 

LAWS or THB ITNITBD STATES. 

The Act of congress of 1793, respecting *' persons escaping from 

the service of their masters,^ has the foHowing section, whereby colored 

persons, or rather all persons, for there is no distinction in regard to 

color, are deprived of the right of trial by jury, a right grants to all 

persona by the constitution : 

'* § 3. *Bnd he Ufurtker ewfcted, That when a person hdd to labor in 
any of the United States, or in either of the territories, on thencHthwest 
or south of the river Ohio, under the laws thereof, shall escape into any 
other of the said states, or territory, the person to whom such laboi^ or 
service, may be due, his agent, or attorney, is hereby empowered to 
seize or arrest such fugitive from labor, and to take him or her before any 
ludge of the circuit or district courts of the United States, residing^ or 
being within the state, or before any magistrate of a county, city, or 
town corporate, wherein such seizure or arrest shall be made, and 
open proof to the aaUtfaetion of tuch judge, or magUtrate, either by 
oral testimony, or affidavit, taken before and certifira by a magiatraU 
of any such state or territory, that the person so seized, or arrested, 
doth, under the laws of the state or territory from which he or she fled, 
owe service or labor to the person claiming him or her, it shall be the 
duty of such judge or ma^strate, to give a certificate to such claimant, 
his agent or attorney, which shall to sufficient warrant for removing 
the said fugitive from labor, to the state or territory, from which he ar 
she fled." — Bioren and Duane, Vol. Ill, p. 331. 

In an '< Act to provide a revenue for the Canal Fund,"ot tne Alder- 
men and Common Council of the city of Washington, passed by virtue 
of authority derived from the congress of the United States, we find 
the following : — 

''For a license to trade or traffic in slaves for profit^ whether as agent 
or otherwise, four hundred dollars, &c 

" } 2. •And he it enacted, That the Register shall deposit aU vaoaeyB 
received from taxes imposed by this Act, to tbe credit of Hie canal 
imd.—Rothwdl, Cify Lmoa, 849. 

[ADproved, July 88, 1831.] 
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HUMAN SLAVERY; 

By Captain Majoribanks, 

** Ah ! Afric's sons must stain the bloody shrine ! 
But all those victims, Avarice, are thine ! 
On Mercy's God, those tyrants dare to call ; 
But Av'rice only is their lord of all ! 
To him their rites incessantly they pay ; 
And waste for him the Negro's life away ! 
The British peasant ! healthy, bold, and/r^e / 
Nor wealth, nor grandeur, half so blest as he I 
That state of life, for happiness the first, 
Dare you compare with this the most accursed. 
You found them slaves — ^but who that title gave ? 
The God of Nature never fbrm*d a slave ! 
Though Fraud or Force acquire a master's name* 
Nature and Justice must remain the same ! 
He who from thieves their booty, conscious, bu3rs, 
May use an argument as sound and wise ; 
That he conceives no guilt attends his trade, 
Because the booty is already made. 

•• Come, now, reflect what tender modes you take 
To make those beings \a.houT'— for your sake ! 
First, then, you are so generous and good 
To give them time to rear a Utile food ; 
On the same selfish principle, of course. 
You feed {far better though) your mule or horse* 
Small is the portion, poor the granted soil, 
Till'd by the Negro's restless Sabbath's toil ! 
What loud applause a master must deserve, 
Not to permit his property to starve ! 
Ere he conceives your meaning or your view, 
The whip directs him what he is to do. 
No sex, no age, you ever learn'd to spare ; 
But female limbs indecently lay bare ; 
See the poor mother lay her babe aside. 
And stoop to punishment she must abide ! 
Nor midst her pangs, her tears, her horrid cries, 
Dare the sad husbcmd turn his pi^ng eyes. 
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IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION. 

On the 23d of November, 1837, petitions were presented to the 
House of Lords, praying for the abolition of apprenticeship in the 
Colonies. Lord Brougham, in presenting some of these petitions, 
took occasion to remark, that "Antigua, innnitely to her honor, had re- 
fused to accept the apprenticeship system, and instead thereof^ had 
struck off the fetters from her 40,000 slaves at a single blow." In re- 
gard to the results, he proceeded to say : — 

"Their lordships would naturally ask whether the experiment had 
succeeded, ana whether this sudden emancipation haa been wisely 
and politically done. He should move for some returns, Which he 
would venture to say, would prove that the experiment had entirely 
succeeded. He would give tiieir lordships some proofs. First, pro- 
perty in that island hod risen in value ; secondly, with very few ex- 
ceptions, and those of not greater importance than occurred in Eng- 
land during harvest, there was no deficiency in the number of laborers 
to be obtamed, when laborers were wanted ; thirdly, of&nces of all 
sorts, from capital ofiences downwards, had decreased — and this ap- 
peared from returns sent by the inspectors of slaves to the governor of 
the colony, and by him transmitted to the proper authority here : and 
fourtlily, the export of sugar had incieasea. During the three years 
ending 1834, tlic average yearly export was 165,000 cwts, and for 
the tlirec subsequent years, this average had increased to 189,000 cwts, 
being an increase of 24,000 cwt?, or one clear seventh, produced by fnee 
labor as compared with slave labor. Nor were the three last years 
productive seasons, for in 1835 there was a very severe and destruc- 
tive hurricane, and in the year 1836 there was such a drought that 
water had to be imported from Barbadoes. He hoped, therefore, 
tliat other c(^nics would be compelled to follow the example so suc- 
cessfully and voluntarily set to them by the colony of Antigua." — 
JiJoming Herdd. 

▲NTIOUA — UNQUALIFIED ABOLITION. 

The following is extracted from the late work of Sturge & Harvey, 
of England; who travelled in the West Indies for the purpose of ascer* 
tainin^ the working of the AboUtion Act : — 

" We visited an estate about twelve miles distant from St. John's, 
Antigua, in the district called Bermudian Valley. It was purchased 
by two gentlemen, immediately afler the 1st of August, 1834 ; and 
though a losing concern to its former proprietor, now yields, as we were 
informed by one of the present owners^ a liberal profit per annum clear 
of expenses and interest, 

" One of us called this morning, the 12th Dec, upon the Hon. 
Samuel Warner, President of the council, whose testimony, like that 
of the Speaker, was decidedly favorable to the results of the emancipa^ 

tion. 

" We called on the 15th upon the Governor to take leave, &c. He 

mentioned to us, that a gentleman, who was a proprietor, and also 

attorney for sixteen estates, and who had been strongly opposed to 

emancipation, bad lately told him that ht was of length tailzied %ffUk 

^A^cAmi^ and would be wrrm to rehim to tkt tlaoe stjstenu 
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^Onr opportonities of personal observation were extensive. Wo 
had also the privilege of free communication with the most intelligent 
and influential persons in the colon v. — There is one subject upcn which 
aU are agreed — that the great expenmerU of abotUion has succeeded be- 
yond tfie expectations of its most sanguine advocates. The measure has 
been felt to be one of emancipation of masters as well as slaves. The 
annual cost of cultivation is believed, by the most intelligent resident 

1>Ianter8, to be on the average, one-fiflh or one-sixth less than former- 
y ; so that free labor is manifestly advantageous, taking even the nar- 
lowest view of the subject. There has been an augmentation of the 
import trade of the island. Houses and lands have risen in value, 
estates are noio worth as much as they were, with the slaves attached to 
ihem, before the aUedged depreciation in their value, in consequence of 
the agitation of the abolition question. The cultivation of one estate^ 
which had been thrown up for twenty years, and of others which 
were on the point of being abandoned, has been resumed. The few 
sold since 1834 have been eagerly bought up at very high prices, 

** The advantages which the laborers have deriv^ from emancipa- 
tion are numerous and complete enough to call for devout gratitude, 
on tlieir behalf, from all who are interested in the pro^'ess of human 
happiness. The exuvuz of slavery still hang about them, as well as 
their masters, but they possess now the capacity of elevating them- 
selves in the scale of being ; and they have means in their own power 
of escaping from oppression, by the ciioice of masters. 

" In the first year (ader emancipation) caprice was frequently ma- 
nifested on the one hand, and a love of oppression on the other; but 
in this, the third year of freedom, the records of the police courts show 
that both have materially decreased, 

** The Sabbath is more stricly observed in Anti?ua than in England, 
and the attendance on public worship very exemplary." 

rRBtS LABOR ITNDKll TOtTSSAlNT IN ST. DOMINGO. 

The historian who was employed to lull the French people, salve 
the wounded fame and prido of Bonaparte for the defeat of Le Clerc 
and Rochtunb^iLii, afid drown the cries of the widows and orphans of 
60,000 Frenchmen, assigns the disafiection of the whites in the colony 
itself, as one great reason for the failure. He says, ** It would seem 
to have been the natural course to organize into a national guard the 
inhabitants who were found in the towns on the arrival of the army ; 
but there was not a man in whom any confidence could be placed. 
The majority of the inhabilants of the towns loved the government of 
TovssAiNT, because he had gorged them with riches,^^ Again, in ex- 
cusing Rochambeau for the same failure to avail himself of the aid of 
the colonial whites, he sa^s, '* It may be said for him, that he could 
not, any more than Captain-General Le Clerc, put confidence in the 
whites, the majority of the inhabitants of the towns mourning, I repeat 
it, for the regime of Toussaint, which had enriched them."* 

The same author, to whom we have already referred, in describing 
the system of Toussaint in regard to the former slaves, who were re- 
quired by law to work, says, " they had a fourth part of the produce, 

* ^ Ctrnpagniu des I^rmwaSs, 4«,>* try iJbtaX 4s i«lta«>% «)($ii»)ba\ 
amdpafmUmroftbi&Fnacknnar'-'ff^W^fn* 
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tokichwtu toomuehJ^* So it seems he not only ttiridMd the eitnonf 
of the towns, but the laborers. 

The same author, unwittingly, furnishes the most convincing testi- 
mony in favor of the industry and economy of the emancipated people 
under the regime of Toussaint, when he makes the following recom- 
mendation for the future regulation of the colony : — 

" It is for the commerciaTinterest of the Mother Country, and that 
of St Domingo itself, that the laborers should be paid for their share of 
the products of tho soil, only in articles manufactured in France. 7%e 
negroes already vnlhdrmo from circulation too much money by the side of 
the productions of their industry, such as vegetables, fowls, eggs, fresh 
pork, <^."— p. 195. 

Such is the statement of an enemy to abolition, — a planter who 
owned an estate in St Domingo while it was governed as a free labor 
colony by tho black Governor Toussaint Louverture, and who must 
have had the best means of knowing the things whereof he affirms. 
So far, then, were the freedmen of St Domingo from sinking into idl»> 
ness and want, that it was deemed necessary to provide against a 
diminution of the currency by their ^tting possession of it and h<Murd- 
ing it up, or paying it away for foreign manufactures! I 

DANIEL O^CONNELL. 

From his Speech before the Meeting in Exeter HaU, London, JV*oo. 23dm 
1837. 

*' It is not the slave alone who suflers, but the man who supporli 
and abets the system. There rnay bo physical degradation to ttm 
slave, but there is moral degradation, burnt in with iron into the soul 
of the pla!itcr. (Cheers.) tie ceases to be a man wlien he claims to 
be the master of liis fellow-man. I care not in what dime or eountry 
thiE inhumanity exists. I hate it in all countries — in the serfs of Rus- 
sia, in the Poles, under the dominion of a ruthless miscreant tyrant— 
(Ci.eers)-T-and in the slavery of the unfortunate men ot color, under the 
pretended friends of liberty m the United States. (Cheers.) Behold 
those pretended sons of freedom, those who declared that all per- 
sons were equal in the presence of God, that every man had an in- 
alic nable right to liberty — and proclaiming it, too, in the name of God 
— behdd them asseverating it in the name of honor, their paltry honor. 
(Loud cheers.) They are at this moment organizing new slave states. 
Remember that another country has been committed to slaveholdeis. 
They have seized upon the territory of Texas, taking it from the Mexi- 
cans, the Mexicans having abolished slavery without apprentice- 
ship. (Loud cheers.) Remember that they have stolen, cheated, 
swmdled, robbed a country, for the horrible purpose of continuing it in 
slavery. (Hear, hear, and cries of 'shame.') Remember that there 
is a treaty now on foot, in contemplation, at least, and only postponed 
between the President of the United States and these cruet rufiians, 
till this robbery of Texas from Mexico can be completed. Oh ! raise 
the voice of humanity against republicans who have sentiments of 
pride and feelings of self-exaltation. (Cheers.) Let us tell these re- 
publicans, that instead of standing the highest in the scale of humani^, 
rAejr aie the basest of the base, and tiie vilest of the vfle." 



THE PROGRESS OP BCHANITT. 




Granville Sharps res u ng a yo ng African, da mfd ob a bUvr from 
Ills (jranl, in presence of Ihe Major of London. Sharpc pursued his 
humane courae, and hia elaborate researcheB produced the work entiflod 
"The injustice and danoeroua (endency of toleratins slavery," and pro. 
cured Ihe (;rand and glorious deciBion from the British courts of justice 
puhlished ill ITB9 in the face of all Europe and ihe world, "That every 
elave was free, as soon as he hsjl Bet foot upon British ground." Ttei 
Herculean achievement laid the comer stone of the hallowed lemplo of 
AfricBD Liberty [since extended to all BiiUsh Territories.] 



; PB08RC83 OF HnMAIflTr. 




" Aflor [he 1st, Aug. 1834, slateri Hhall be and ia heipb)' utterly and 
Ibiever abolished and declared unlawful Chroughoul the BmTish colonies 
plantations, and possessions abioad." Jcl, 3d and Uh, Wiiiiaai IF. 

This noble Act was trammcllBd with an apprenliGeship (to slavery (o 

Srepare its victims Tor rreedom ! ] Antigua and Bermuda, declined the prof- 
red continuation, with, of course, the nap piest results. The Legislature 
(^Jamaica, Barbadoes, St. VinceM, SU Kitta, and the West Indies gen- 
tralfy-rdavadoaaUkewiBeaDiim Aug. I, 1838, tbree-fourths ot a miQion 
of human beings were, by law, T«itot«d to flwil b\rVVi\^l. fe? Nature. 



ANTISLAVERY PUBLICATIONS. 



07 This pamphlet by no means includes selections from all the 
works extant on its theme, nor all that has been said by the au. 
thors quoted, from whom more ample extracts may be found in 
the larger pamphlet — " Liberty .*' With a few necessary excep. 
tionfl, the " Abolitionists* of the present day have been omitted ; 
those who wish to prosecute the subject arc referred to the follow, 
ing Catalogue of their periodicals and publications. 

ANTI-SLAVERY PERIODICALS. 

Weekly. 

EMANCIPATOR, 143 Massau^st., New York, Joshua Leavitt, 
Editor, ^ 50, in advance. 

COLORED AMERICAN, 161 Duane-st., N. Y., C. B. Ray 
and Co., Publishers, $2. 

ZION'S WATCHMAN, 9 Spruce^street, N. Y., Le Roy 
Sunderland, Editor, $2. 

LIBERATOR, 35 Comhill, Boston, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, 
Editor, $2 50. 

HERALD OF FREEDOM, Concord, N. H., N. P. Rogers, 
Editor, $1. 

FRIEND OF MAN, 56 Qeneseo 8t -, Utica, N. Y., WiUiam 
Goodell, Editor, $2. 

PHILANTHROPIST, N. W. Comer of Main and 6th streets, 
Cincinnati, O., Gamaliel Bailey, Jun. Editor, $2. 

PENNSYLVANIA FREEMAN, 29 North 9th st,, Phila- 
delphia, John G. Whittier, Editor, ^. 

VOICE OF FREEDOM, MontpeUer, Vt., C. L. Knapp, Edi- 
tor, 92. 

MASSACHUSETTS ABOLITIONIST, Boston, Mass., E. 
Wright, jun. Editor, $1. 

CHRISTIAN WITNESS, 7, Fifth st., Pittsburg, Pi., Wm. 
H. Burleigh, Editor, |^2. 

ROCHESTER FREEMAN, Rochester, N. Y., Myron HoUy, 
Editor, $^ 

FREEMAN, by Wm. Bi. Sullivan, Jackson, Mich. 

N. YORK EVANGELIST, New York, Rev. N. E. Johnson, 
Editor, 92 50 cts. 

GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, Hennepin, 
111., Benjamin Lundy, Editor, 92. 

CRADLE OF LIBERTY, Boston, W. L. Garrison, 75 cts. 

CHRISTIAN REFLECTOR, Rev. C. P. Grosvenor, Editor, 
Worcester, Ms., and N. Southard, agont for New York. 

SPECTATOR, Montrose, Pi., Post and Wordcn, Editors, 
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ANTI-SUIVERY rUBLICATIONS. 



VERMONT TELEGRAPH, Brandon, Vt., O. S. Morny, 
Editor, 91^, 

OBSERVER AND CONGRE6ATIONALIST, Hartford, 
Ct., Rov. E. R. Tyler, Editor, 



Semi-monthly. 
ADVOCATE OF FREEDOM, Brunswick, Me., 50 cts. 

Monthly* 

ANTI-SLAVERY LECTURER, Utica, N. Y.,Wm. GoodeU, 
Editor, 25 cts.. 

ZION'S WATCHTOWER Perry. Genesee Co., N. Y., by 
Ansel Warren, 50 cts. 

THE VISITOR, Newark, N. J., A. Guest, 120 Market-st. 

CHARTER OAK, S. S. Cowles, Publisher, Hartford,Ct., 25 cts. 

CATALOGUE OF PUBLICATIONS, 

For Sale at tbe Depositoir of the American Artti Slavery Society, 
143, Nassau Street, and at the Depositories in Boston, Hartford, 
Providence, Philadelphia, Utica, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, Concord, 
N. H., Vergennes, Vt., &c. 

BOUND VOLUMES. Single. Hand. 

Anti-Slavery Examiner — ^being Pamphlets, A. E. 
Grimk^'s Appeal to Christian Women of the 
South ; Smith to Smyhe ; Power of Congress over 
the District of Columbia ; Bible V9. Slavery ; Eman- 
cipation in the West Indies, by Thome and Kim. 
ball, and Elmore Correspondence, (bound in one 
vol.) 

American Slavery as it is, in boards, . 

Anti-Slavery Manual, 18mo. .... 

Alton Riots, by Pres. Beecher, of Illinois College, 

Alton Trials, 12mo 

American Liberties and American Slavery, 

Anti- Slavery Record, 12mo. vols. 1, 2 and 3, each, 

Appeal by Mrs. Child, 12mo 

Ball, Charles, 12mo. . , . ... 

Beauties of Philanthropy, .... 

Bourne's Picture of Slavery, l8mo. • 

Chloe Spear, l8mo 

Cabinet of Freedom, (Clarkson's hiftoiy of the 
slave trade) 3 vols. l2mo. per vol. . 

Chandler, E. M. Poetical works of, 12mo. 

Channin^ on Slavery, l9mo 

Dissertation on Servitude, l9mo. by the Rov. L. A. 
Sawyer, 

Emancipajtion in W. I., by Thome and Kimball, 
do by do in boards, with a map, 

Enemies of the Constitution Discovered, l2mo^ 

Fountain, plain binding, 6^Ao 



00 
50 
25 
62 
60 
00 
31 
371 
195 
1 00 
50 
25 

50 

50 

25 
00 
30 
50 
19 



75 00 


37 50 


20 00 


45 00 


37 50 


75 00 


25 00 


33 00 


100 00 


75 00 


37 50 


17 00 


44 00 


56 00 


44 00 


23 00 


75 00 


25 00 


40 00 


12 50 



HiHorya* the PonnBylTinis Hmll, 

3t.y'a Inquiry, 13rua . ■ 

Jay'B Vion of iho action of the Fedtial Oonm- 

incr>t,inbehJiirorSliiTei7 

Light and Lqtb, ISSmo 

Li^ht and Tratfa, IBmo 



Memuitor Rev. E. P. Lovejoy, l3mo. 

Bbm-iHrof Rev, Lemuel Havnos, ISmo. 

HamairoC William Wilberforce, 

Negro Pew, IBmo 

Qimrtcrtj Anti-Slivecy Magazine, 8vo. 

Rankin's Lctten, ISroo 

Righi nod Wrong in Bnston, 18aio. 

Slavery — conlaining Declaration of SentimenU 
and C'Dnslilution of the Am. A. S. Society— 
Worfert Tlioughts on Slavery— Don the BiMo 
Sanction Slavery !— Address to tlie Synod of 
Kentucky — Narratire of Amoa Drener, and 
Why work for the Slave ? bannd in one vol. 

Eflave'a Friend, 33ma. toIb. 1,3 and 3, each, 

SUtof Freedom 3anio 

Thompson in America, ISmo. 

Tbompaon'B Reception in Great Britain, I3alo. . 

Thompson's Iiecturea and Debates, ISmo. 

TeBlimony of God against Slavory, IBmo. 

Tracts, miniature series, bound, 

Wesley's Thouuhts on Slavery, in mOBlin, 

Wli-atley, Fhillii, l8ina. Hem. and Foenu, 

W h<:a^Iey, PhEllis Memoir of, .... 

Wheeler, Peter, NarratiTC of, 

W Jttier'l Poema, plain 

"gilt, 

PAMPHLETS. 
American Anii.Slavcry Almanac, $30 for 1000, 
Appeal to the Women of (be nominally Free Statu, 
Address to Ibe Presbyterians of Kentncky, 
American Slavery AS IT IS— the Testimony of a 

ThouuuidWilnosses, ..... 
Address lo the Churohw of Junii Christ, by the 

Erangohjal Union A. S. SoeiatT, N. Y. city, 
Anti-Slavery Calccliiam, by Mia. Child, 
Adamtf, J. Qnincy's, Letton, U bis ConatitoBnti, 
Adam< J. Q. Oration at Ntwburyport, 
Adams', J. Q. Spoech onlba Ten* quMtlna, 






30 00 

50 00 
18 00 
35 00 

too 00 
9S 00 
83 33 
90 01) 
30 00 
17 00 

150 00 
17 00 
17 00 



38 00 
38 00 
37 50 
IT 00 

19 00 
IS 00 

20 00 
30 00 
15 00 
45 00 
56 00 

113 00 



3 50 

5 00 

4 00 

95 00 

9 00 

6 00 
6 00 

30 00 
IS 00 



Aim-vuTKMT rmauTsan. 



Appei^ to (he Ctirietmn Women of Ihs Sootfa, 

Allen'B Report, 

Address 1o the MelhodiBt Uenerol Conference 

Anecdotes of AmericanSlavcry, 

Binie;>i Letter to Ihe Cburches, 

"- - ■(, William, Letter to the Frienda 



Bible I 



BtSlai 



:iai7 of the New Tea. 
immenL areumonion oiaverv, bjPree. Qreen, 
Chinninif's Letter to Phillips, on CU;** speech, 
" Letter to Cfay, 
" ■' to James G. Bimey, 
Cnndall, Reuben, Trial of, ... 

Cioeinnali Riots. ..... 

Disaortafion on Servilude, by Re». L. A. Sawyer, 

Sicklneon'B Pennon 

Dobs the Bible Banction alaTej^, 
Dee. of Sontimentsand Consti. of theA.A.S. Soo. 
DiaciiBBian between ThoEDpcon Bnd Breckinridge, 
DroBBer's Narriktive, .... 

Epirtla to the Clergy of the Southern States, 
EriU and Cure of Slavery, by Mrs. Child, 
Elmore Cotrespondenoe, . . . . 

Emaacipatioo in the W.L, by Thome and Kimball, 



Guardian Genius of the Federal Union, 
Garrison's Speech, Aupist 1, 183S, 

Generous Planter 

Immediate, iinl Qradual Abolition, 

Jay's Tliuughls on the duly of the Episcopal 

Church, 

Liberty, 8vo 

" ISrao, . . ; . . 

Morris's Specoh in answer to City, 
Mahan'B, Rev. John B,. trial in Kentocky, 
Martyr age in America, by Harriet Martineau, 
Power of Congreas over the riialrict of Columbia, 
Products of Slave Labor by Charles Harriott, 
Roper, Moaes. NarratiTu ofaFWitivB Slare, 
Hifhte of Colored Men. 
BeporlsofAm.. MaeB.,N.Y., »ndPa., A. S.i 
Rural Codi: of Haiti, .... 

Buggies' Antidote 

Report on People of Color in Ohio, . . 
Slavehotding Weighed in the Baluoa, 

Slaverc Hhymos 

Slade*! Speech in CoagnM, . 



T 



jlhti-slaybrt fxtbucations. 



21 



Appeal of Forty Thousand Citizens of Pennsyl 
yania, 

Smith's, Gerrit, Letter to James Smylle, 

" to Rev. Dr. Schmucker, on Colonization, 
** Letter to Henry Clay, 

Slayeholding invariably sinful, 

Stanton's Speech, .... 

•The Martyr, by Beriah Green, 

Things for Koithem Men to do, 

Twenty Millions thrown away, 

Views of Colonization, by Rev. James A. Nourse, 

Tiews of Slavery &> Emanc*pation,by MissMartineau, 

Valuable Documents, 

Wesleyan Anti-Slavery Review, 

Wesley's Thoughts on Slavery, 

War in Texas, by Benj. Lundy, 

West India Question, by Charles Stewart, 

Why Work for the Slave ? 

TRACTS. 

No. 1. St. Domingo, . . 

— 2. Caste, .... 

— 3. Colonization, 

— 4. Moral Condition of the Slaves, 

— 5 What is Abolition ? 

— 6. The Ten Commandments, 

— 7. Danger and Safety, 

— 8. Pro-Slavery Bible, 

— 9. Prejudice against Color, 

— 10. Northern Dealers in Slaves, 
•^11. Slavery and Missions, 

— 12. Dr. Nelson's Lecture on Slavery, 

PRINTS, &c. 
Illustrations of the Anti-Slavery Almanac for 1840 
Likeness of E. P. Lovejoy, .... 

The Emancipated Family, .... 

Slave Market of America, .... 

Correspondence between O'Connell and A.Stevenson, 
Portrait of James G. Bimey, .... 

»* G«rrit Smith, .... 

** Benjamin Lnndy, .... 

Inna, the Booroom Slave, .... 

Clay and Calhoun, 

Dr. Franklin an Abolitionist, .... 

Our Countrymen in Chains, .... 

A Bird's-eye View of American Slavery, 
Printer's Picture Gallery, .... 

The Negro's Complaint, .... 

Letter Paper,2 cts. sheet, 50cts.quire, $9 one ream, 
MUSIC. • Freedom's Alarm, . , . ' 



Single. 



Hund. 



8 


6 00 


10 


8 00 


3 


2 00 


m 


9 00 


12i^ 


9 00 


6 


4 00 


6 


4 00 


6 


4 00 


6 


4 00 


8 


5 00 


m 


9 00 


m 


8 00 


40 


37 50 


3 


2 00 


m 


10 00 


12i^ 


9 00 


2 


1 50 


1 


90 


1 


90 


1 


90 


1 


90 


I 


75 


1 


75 


1 


90 


1 


75 


1 


75 


1 


75 


1 


90 


1 


75 


6 


3 00 


12J 


9 00 


50 


37 50 


6 


4 00 


6 


4 00 


50 


37 50 


75 


62 .50 


50 


37 50 


50 


37 50 


25 


20 00 


3 


2 00 


9 


1 00 


6 


3 00 


4 


3 00 


2 


1 00 


<^ 


c ^s«^ 



• ; 



r 
f 



■ 



ia5Kyf4.^8e^»gjg «!seTOa^^^ 






i 

1 



p^iii 




'jn>^"^ 



